
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
January 9, 2006 

 
Present:  Gregory Laboissonniere, Frank Hyde, Ted Jendzejec, Justin Pomfret  

  
Acting Town Manager Brian O’Rourke 
Town Solicitor Patrick Sullivan 
 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Town Sergeant 
Invocation led by President Jendzejec  
Town Sergeant reviewed Emergency Evacuation Plan 
 
Motion made by Gregory Laboissonniere seconded by Justin Pomfret to approve 
minutes of Town Council Meeting December 12, 2005.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

1. Resolution regarding Breene property 
 

2. Tax abatements for month of December 2005 in the amount of $11,023.63 with 
additions of $1,987.50 

 
Motion made by Gregory Laboissonniere seconded by Frank Hyde to remove 

resolution regarding Breene property for discussion.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 
 Motion made by Gregory Laboissonniere seconded by Frank Hyde that 
abatements be approved.  All voted  Aye.  So voted. 
 
 Motion made by Gregory Laboissonniere seconded by Justin Pomfret to open 
discussion on resolution regarding Breene property.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 
 Solicitor Sullivan stated that he cannot advise because he has a conflict with this 
issue. 
 
 Mr. Laboissonniere – Just wants to know what a perpetual conservation 
easement is.  
 
 Solicitor Sullivan – In general terms the land is used for conservation only for 
perpetuity.  No reversal.  Conservation only. 
 
 Mr. Laboissonniere – Our Land Trust does an excellent job in finding property 
and doing what they are supposed to do.  This is a way we can control growth, and I 
support this resolution wholeheartedly. 
 
 Motion made by Gregory Laboissonniere seconded by Justin Pomfret to pass 
resolution. All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 

     Resolution #1-06-2526 directing that monies be contributed toward the 
acquisition of the Breene conservation easement. 

 
RESOLUTION 

OF THE 
TOWN COUNCIL 
NO.  1-06-2526 

 
The purpose of the Coventry Land Trust is to recommend to the Town Council 

acquisitions of properties, development rights, easements and other means to secure 
open space, farm lands, wetlands and prevent accelerated residential or commercial 
development in Town;  
 



The monies for acquisition of properties are generated from gifts, grants and 
revenues remitted to the Town by the State Tax Administrator from the “Real Estate 
Conveyance Tax”;  
 

The Coventry Land Trust has recommended that the Town of Coventry 
participate with the Nature Conservancy and the Rhode Island Department of 
Environmental Management towards the acquisition by the Rhode Island Department of 
Environmental Management of a perpetual conservation easement on approximately 
165 acres of property owned in Coventry by Kevin A. Breene.  The specific contributions 
would be: 
 
 Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management $324,000 
 The Nature Conservancy      $107,925 
 Town of Coventry       $105,950 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Coventry Town Council 
directs that the sum of $105,950 be contributed to the acquisition of the Breene 
Conservation Easement. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this  9th day of   January  2006. 
 
 APPROVED    Thaddeus Jendzejec 

   President 
 
ATTEST:    Cheryl A. George
               Town Clerk 
 
 

LICENSES 
 

     Application for renewal of Campground license for Hickory Ridge 
Campground, 584 Victory Highway, Greene 
 
 Justin Pomfret, manager of Hickory Ridge Campground, recused himself 
from voting on license renewal. 
 
 Mr. Laboissonniere – Can Mr. Pomfret, even though he has recused 
himself since he is the manager there, answer a question?   
 
 Solicitor Sullivan – That’s up to him. 
 
 Mr. Laboissonniere – I have been contacted by a number of people 
regarding adherance to the ordinance and the end of season date of October 
31, that there are people living there all year. 
 
 Mr. Jendzejec – Did you receive complaints? 
 
 Mr. Laboissonniere -   I have received concerns, don’t know if the Town 
Manager has or not.  The zoning enforcement officer in November had noted 
that there were still people residing in the campground.  That was after the 
31st of October.  Wondering if those people are still there or have left the 
property.   
 
 Solicitor Sullivan – Suggested sending this back to zoning officer to 
determine status.   
 
 Mr. Pomfret – From the start when former Town Council President  
Franklin Reed started the campground 45 years ago, and from that day on, 
there has been winter camping there. Twenty percent of our business is not 
totally shut down so that we can pay our taxes.  Believe there are five 
residents still there.   
 



 Mr. Laboissonniere – According to our ordinance, only person that is 
allowed there is a caretaker on the property during the winter.   
 
 Solicitor Sullivan – This would be allowed in a zone with a special use 
permit.  However, if that was there 45 years ago, zoning regulations were not 
enacted.   I can look into it from the zoning perspective. 
 
 Mr. Hyde – Is this a seasonal license?  Is that what we are granting? 
 
 Mr. Laboissonniere - April 1 through October 30 on their application.  Has 
the ordinance changed? 
 

Solicitor Sullivan – Don’t believe it has. 
 
Mr. Laboissonniere -   Would prefer to table at this point.  He’s not in 

business anyway until April, would like opinion as to whether this license 
applies or if there is special use, etc. 
 
 Mr. Laboissonniere made motion, seconded by Mr. Hyde, to table Hickory 
Ridge campground license renewal.  Vote:  Mr. Laboissonniere Aye;  
Mr. Hyde, Aye.  
  
Applications for renewal of firearms licenses 
 

1. Joseph J. Vadovsky dba New England Gunsmiths, 1368 Plainfield 
Pike, Greene 
 

2. Charles S. Hawkins, dba Hawkins Machine Co Inc., 374 Hopkins Hill 
Road 

 
3. Thomas Goodison, Tom’s Gun Repair, 6356 Flat River Road 

 
     Motion made by Justin Pomfret  seconded by  Frank Hyde that renewal of 
firearms licenses is approved.  All voted Aye.  So voted.   
 
 
     Application for Victualling license for Quiznos, 10 Centre of New England       
Boulevard by Juan C. Perez, 30 Hurdis St., North Providence and Juan          
Cardona, 46 Wilson Ave., Johnston 
 
Present:  Juan Cardona 
 
Quiznos is a national franchise, just moving to New England.  There are only 
four stores in Rhode Island, they are planning to build forty-four.   
 
Mr. Hyde –Open seven days a week? 
 
Mr. Cardona – Yes, 10 am – 10 pm. 
 
     Motion made by  Frank Hyde  seconded by  Justin Pomfret that victualling 
license for Quiznos is approved.  All voted Aye.  So voted.   
 

 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 
 Grant requests through State of RI, Dept. of Environmental Management 

by Director of Coventry Parks and Recreation. 
 
Motion made by Gregory Laboissonniere seconded by Justin Pomfret to 

open public hearing.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 



Guy Lefebvre – This evening I will be outlining four grant applications that 
I am preparing for submittal to DEM.   These are matching grants to local 
communities. 

 
A public hearing is required by DEM.  These projects will be reflected in 

the Capital Budget.  Have drawings, plans and maps. A great deal of publicity 
has followed these projects.  Have documentation for our local share, capital 
budget, fair share development fees, other revenues or sources of funding.    
State will reimburse us. The Recreation, Resource and Review Committee  will 
rank each of the projects according to a predetermined scale.  I am hoping that 
by April, the Governor will get a recommendation from RRRC and an award will 
be sometime in April or May. 

 
Rice Memorial Field,  located on Knotty Oak Road is the home of several 

different programs  principally  baseball, softball, and  in the fall Pop Warner 
football.  The plan here would be to do a complete makeover of the field.  It is a 
very tired facility, old property.  Makeover would include lighting, irrigation, 
bleachers, ballfields, make two football fields.  Our football program is growing.   

 
There has been a great deal of wear and tear on the field.  We would 

create two fields.  One could be reserved as game field, one practice field.  
Hoping to host tournament at the end of the season.  Field is played on six days 
a week.   

 
Mr. Lefebvre gave overview of plans.  New lighting system on south and 

west side of property, is a fifty percent matching grant.  Estimated cost for entire 
project is $345,840.00, local share would be $172,920.00 matched by the state.  
We have been cited by the Trust to have the grandstands removed, something 
that I have expressed to the manager as this will be an issue for us.   

 
Mr. Hyde asked about tennis court and has concerns regarding parking 

situation.  Mr. Lefebvre responded that the tennis court may  need to be 
removed, at this point not sure. 

 
Chief Brian O’Rourke – Had concerns regarding parking.  
 
Mr. Lefebvre – Parking is a nightmare and people are at their own peril 

when they park. 
 
Chief O’Rourke -  When they’re parking all over Maple Street,  there is no 

chance for another car or rescue vehicle to get through.  Applaud what you want 
to do, but parking is a nightmare already.   This should be addressed in the 
planning stages. 

 
Nancy Sprengelmeyer –  Suggested that parking be made available at the 

Middle School. 
 
Mr. Pellegrino, President of Pop Warner, urged council to apply for grant 

for Rice Field.  Coventry has done a great job.  We’ve got the best around.   The 
Town of Coventry is growing.   

 
Mr. Gary Cote – Will the cheerleaders be able to use the game field if the 

practice field is occupied? 
 
Mr. Lefebvre – Would like to think that they would respect the game field, 

to be used only on game day.   
 
Senator Leo Blais -  I received 9 or 10 calls in support of the Rice Field 

project.  You have my support, and I urge support of the council.   
 
Mr. Laboissonniere – Commended Pop Warner organization.   In support 

of resolution. 



Ravenwood Recreation area 
 
Developer deeded 19.2 acres to the Town of Coventry.  He did site work, 

emerged with a field that was planted last fall, has playground area that was 
seeded, all common areas put in.  What is left from this point forward are the 
actual surfaces to play tennis, soccer, basketball.  Needs to be fenced in, 
sealcoated and striped.  This is an opportunity to develop something in western 
Coventry.  Would be the first major park in that district. 

 
This is also a 50/50 matching grant.  Total cost $134,200.00, local share 

67,100.00 
 
Mr. Laboissonniere - Is there a full size baseball field or softball field 

there? 
 
Mr. Lefebvre  -  Softball diamond 60 x 65, could accommodate youth 

program as well as adult problem. 
 
Small Grant Category 
 
This has to do with Paine Field.  We would expand  and add two elements 

to the skate park.  Looking also to reconfigure the access into the upper level of 
Paine Field.  Too many people entering the park from Kenray Street into that lot.  
Have concerns with traffic mixing with kids on bikes,  skateboards, playing 
basketball, cars coming in to drop off kids.  Proposing to straighten the road and 
enter the park at right angle rather than coming in on a curve,put in speed 
bumps, guard rail, expand parking. 

 
Kids need a place that they can wait without being in the street.  This 

would help us achieve that.  People have no regard for stop signs, one way 
traffic, kids in the street, are very impatient.  This is a relatively small project, it is 
$26,000.00,   $52,000.00 total matched on a 50/50 basis with the state. 

 
Mr. Laboissonniere – Will traffic still be one way? 
 
Mr. Lefebvre – Yes, will stay the same. 
 
Mr. laboissonniere – Has there been any fencing to prevent balls flying 

into the skatepark? 
 
Mr. Lefebvre – We put a fence along Kenray Street.  We knew this would 

be an issue before we built the park, to segregate the park from the neighbor 
across the street.  The new playground we built at the bottom of the hill has a 
four foot wall and on top of that an 8 foot fence.   I admit, any foul balls may end 
of up in the skatepark.   

 
Historic Park Grant 
 
Anthony Village Green 
 
This  is our only project under this category.   This has been on the board 

for 13 years.  We are hoping to go out to bid this winter for the development of 
the boarding house.  The village green has been designed.  This project  is under 
the small grant category  90% state, 10% town – would be $200,000.00 with 
town only contributing $20,000.00.   

 
The village green is part of the historic district.  Specifically this would 

mean new sidewalks along Main Street, across the green with numerous access 
points.  One of the features of the green is the historic monument honoring World 
War 1 veterans.  This is in the back area, very dark.  Not very well viewed,  

 



people don’t see it.  Would like to move it forward to the front of the park, hope to 
have more prominence.   

 
Park benches, new shade trees along Route 117 replacing some of the 

very old and tired trees.  New shrubbery and a black iron fence will mimic the one 
across the street, about waist high.  I think this is an opportunity to do both the 
boarding house and the village green.   

 
Mr. Hyde – What’s the timeline on the village green? 
 
Mr. Lefebvre –This would follow the timeline of all the other grants, a 

review, deadline for submittal of all these grants is January 20, 2006.  Review by 
April, award by the governor in April or May.  We set ourselves on line for a year 
from July 1 to June 30 of 2007 for construction.   

 
This is the plan that we first presented to DOT in 1993.  We requested 

three quarters of a million dollars, were awarded $500,000.00   At that time were 
hoping to buy the Whipple Conservation area, received that through other 
means.  The half million has been focused on this project, and all the same 
components are featured here.  Nathaniel Green Homestead,  trestle park on 
Route 117,  the boarding house, mill, village green, the hub of Anthony Village.  
Finally we have an opportunity to get it over the top.   

 
Scott Duckworth – Questioned what was done with the prior $500,000.00 

grant. 
 
Guy Lefebvre – Been spending it on the design process for the Anthony 

Village project and the balance we hope will be applied to the boarding house 
which is one reason why we are pursuing this grant for the village green. 

 
Scott Duckworth – How much is left? 
 
Guy Lefebvre -  Don’t have the numbers right here, Planning Board has 

that.   
 
Scott Duckworth – What is the cost on the boarding house? 
 
Guy Lefebvre – Don’t have the figures right here on that, but about 

$200,000.00 for the village green. 
 
Motion made by Justin Pomfret seconded by Gregory Laboissonniere to 

close public hearing.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 
 RESOLUTIONS 
 

Resolution # 2-06-2527  authorizing Town Manager to apply for 
matching grants from State of Rhode Island Department of Environmental 
Management for Rice Memorial Field 

 
RESOLUTION 

OF THE 
TOWN COUNCIL 
NO.:  2-06-2527 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF COVENTRY AUTHORIZING TOWN MANAGER TO 

APPLY FOR GRANTS FROM STATE OF RHODE ISLAND DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT FOR RICE MEMORIAL FIELD 

 
WHEREAS, the Town Council supports the proposed improvements at Rice 

Memorial Field with the assistance of matching grants from the RI Dept. of 
Environmental Management. 
 



 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, therefore, that the Coventry Town Council hereby authorizes 
the Town Manager to apply for a grant from State of Rhode Island Department of 
Environmental Management for the Rice Memorial Field. 
 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED 9th day of January, 2006. 
 
 

APPROVED:     Thaddeus Jendzejec                                                                         
President 

 
ATTEST:       Cheryl A. George 

        Town Clerk 
 
 

 Motion made by Justin Pomfret seconded by Frank Hyde that 
resolution be adopted.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 

 
 

 
     Resolution #  03-06-2528 authorizing Town Manager to apply for 
matching grants from State of Rhode Island Department of Environmental 
Management for Ravenwood Recreation Area. 

 
 

RESOLUTION 
OF THE 

TOWN COUNCIL 
NO.: 3-06-2528   

 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF COVENTRY AUTHORIZING TOWN MANAGER TO 

APPLY FOR GRANTS FROM STATE OF RHODE ISLAND DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT FOR RAVENWOOD RECREATION AREA 

 
WHEREAS, the Town Council supports the proposed improvements at 

Ravenwood Recreation Area with the assistance of matching grants from the RI Dept. 
of Environmental Management. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, therefore, that the Coventry Town Council hereby authorizes 
the Town Manager to apply for a grant from State of Rhode Island Department of 
Environmental Management for the Ravenwood Recreation Area. 
 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED 9th day of January, 2006. 
 

APPROVED:    Thaddeus Jendzejec                                                                        
President 

 
ATTEST:    Cheryl A. George   

      Town Clerk 
 
 

Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Justin Pomfret that resolution 
be adopted.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 

 
 
 
 
 



Resolution #  4-06-2529  authorizing Town Manager to apply for 
matching grants from State of Rhode Island Department of Environmental 
Management for Paine Field Parking/Access and Skate Park Expansion. 

 
RESOLUTION 

OF THE 
TOWN COUNCIL 
NO.:   4-06-2529 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF COVENTRY AUTHORIZING TOWN MANAGER TO 

APPLY FOR GRANTS FROM STATE OF RHODE ISLAND DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT FOR PAINE FIELD PARKING/ACCESS AND 

SKATE PARK EXPANSION 
 

WHEREAS, the Town Council supports the proposed improvements for Paine 
Field Parking/Access and Skate Park Expansion with the assistance of matching grants 
from the RI Dept. of Environmental Management. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, therefore, that the Coventry Town Council hereby authorizes 
the Town Manager to apply for a grant from State of Rhode Island Department of 
Environmental Management for the Paine Field Parking/Access and Skate Park 
Expansion. 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED 9th day of January, 2006. 
 

APPROVED:    Thaddeus Jendzejec                                                                        
President 
 

ATTEST:    Cheryl A. George 
   Town Clerk 
 

Motion made by Gregory Laboissonniere seconded by Justin Pomfret  that 
resolution be adopted.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 

 
 

Resolution authorizing Town Manager to apply for matching grants from 
State of Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management for Anthony 
Village Green. 

RESOLUTION 
OF THE 

TOWN COUNCIL 
NO.: 5-06-2530 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF COVENTRY AUTHORIZING TOWN MANAGER TO 

APPLY FOR GRANTS FROM STATE OF RHODE ISLAND DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT FOR ANTHONY VILLAGE GREEN 

 
WHEREAS, the Town Council supports the proposed improvements for Anthony 

Village Green with the assistance of matching grants from the RI Dept. of Environmental 
Management. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, therefore, that the Coventry Town Council hereby authorizes 
the Town Manager to apply for a grant from State of Rhode Island Department of 
Environmental Management for the Anthony Village Green. 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED 9th day of January, 2006. 
 

APPROVED:    Thaddeus Jendzejec                                                                       
President 

 
ATTEST:     Cheryl A. George 

    Town Clerk 



 
 
Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Gregory Laboissonniere  that 

resolution be adopted.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 
 

 Resolution #  6-06-2531 appointing one member to the Coventry Friends 
of Human Services Advisory Board    
 

RESOLUTION 
OF THE 

TOWN COUNCIL 
NO.   6-06-2531___ 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
COVENTRY, STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE 
PLANTATIONS, APPOINTING ONE (1)  MEMBER  TO THE COVENTRY 
FRIENDS OF HUMAN SERVICES ADVISORY BOARD 

 
WHEREAS,  Resolution No. 34-04-2336 established the Coventry Friends of Human 
Services Advisory Board consisting of nine (9) members to serve three year staggered 
terms of office. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Town Council of the Town of Coventry hereby appoints the following 
member to fill the unexpired term of office of William Guy, III, representing Project 
Friends, with term expiration of May 1, 2007: 
 
                     Patricia Corcoran, 23  Francis Street, Coventry, RI 
  
 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED this   day of   January, 2006. 
 
  APPROVED:  _Thaddeus Jendzejec__ 

          President 
 
ATTEST:      Cheryl A. George 
     Town Clerk 

 
 
 Motion made by Justin Pomfret seconded by Gregory Laboissonniere that 
resolution be adopted.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 
 
Resolution appointing members to the Coventry Planning Commission 

 
 Solicitor Sullivan informed Town Council that he received  resignation  
effective immediately from Planning Commission member Jim Kuipers, bringing 
the total number of appointments needed to the Planning Commission to three. 

 
  Motion made by Gregory Laboissonniere seconded by Frank Hyde  that 

Kevin Keener fill the vacant term of Christopher Reynolds.  Roll call vote:  
Gregory Laboissonniere, Aye; Frank Hyde, Aye; Ted Jendzejec, No; Justin 
Pomfret, No.    Motion fails. 

 
  Motion made by Gregory Laboissonniere seconded by Frank Hyde to 

appoint Laurie Ricci to the unexpired term of Diane Paul.  Roll call vote:   
Gregory Laboissonniere, Aye; Frank Hyde, Aye; Ted Jendzejec, No; Justin 
Pomfret, No.  Motion fails. 

 



 Motion made by Ted Jendzejec seconded by Justin Pomfret to appoint 
Roland Daigle to Planning Commission.  Roll call vote:  Gregory Laboissonniere, 
No; Frank Hyde, No; Ted Jendzejec, Yes; Justin Pomfret, Yes.  Motion fails. 

 
 Motion made by Ted Jendzejec to appoint Alicia Pomfret to Planning.  No 
second. 

 
 Motion made by Ted Jendzejec seconded by Justin Pomfret to appoint 
Kevin Arcand to Planning.  Gregory Laboissonniere, No; Frank Hyde, No; Justin 
Pomfret, Yes; Ted Jendzejec, Yes.  Motion fails. 

 
 Motion made by Justin Pomfret seconded by Frank Hyde to go into 
executive session at 8:15 p.m.   Roll call vote.  Gregory Laboissonniere, Yes; 
Frank Hyde, Yes; Ted Jendzejec, Yes; Justin Pomfret, Yes.  Motion passes. 

 
 Motion made by Justin Pomfret seconded by Frank Hyde to adjourn 
executive session.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 

 
 Motion made by Justin Pomfret seconded by Gregory Laboisonniere to 
seal minutes of Executive Session.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 

 
 Motion made by Gregory Laboissonniere seconded by Frank Hyde to 
adopt resolution hiring the firm of Bennett Yarger Assoc. to begin search for town 
manager.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 
Resolution # 7-06-2532 authorizing the Town of Coventry to hire an Executive 

Search Firm to increase the candidate pool and work with the Town Manager Search 
Committee in the hiring of the next Town Manager 

 
RESOLUTION 

OF THE 
TOWN COUNCIL 
NO.:  7-06-2532 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF COVENTRY HIRING  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

FIRM FOR THE HIRING OF A TOWN MANAGER 
 

WHEREAS, the Town Manager Search Committee has informed the Town 
Council that it requests additional candidates and the professional assistance of an 
Executive Search firm. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, therefore, that the Coventry Town Council hereby hires 
Bennett Yarger Associates to assist the Town Manager Search Committee and the 
Town Council in its search for a new Town Manager. 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED 9th day of January, 2006. 
 

APPROVED:    Thaddeus Jendzejec                                                                        
President 

 
ATTEST     Cheryl A. George 

   Town Clerk 
 
 
 Motion made by Justin Pomfret seconded by Frank Hyde that meeting is 
adjourned.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
     ___________________________ 
     Town Clerk 
 



 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


