
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
January 11, 2010 

 
Present:  President Raymond Spear, Vice-President Laura Flanagan, Glen Shibley, 
                Kenneth Cloutier, Frank Hyde 
 
Acting Town Manager Warren West 
Town Solicitor Patrick Rogers 
 
6:00 P.M. – Work session with School Committee for the purpose of discussing anticipated 
expenditures, enrollment, staff and facility needs for the ensuing fiscal year. 
 
 School Superintendent Ken DiPietro submitted a three-year budget projection for 
Coventry Public Schools.  (See presentation in Town Council folder).  Mr. DiPietro reviewed 
projection, reporting that enrollment is basically flat with no significant changes and there is no 
increase in staff.  He further noted that average salary increases were under 3.5%, despite 
concerns regarding step increases in excess of 10%.  The average increase remains under 
3.5%, helped by the fact that staff has been reduced and there have been retirement savings.     
 
  Mr. DiPietro explained that the increased cost in the salary and wage line is about 
$740,000; fringe benefit amount of $200,660 includes approximate 2% increase in health care 
with pension already defined; purchased services line at $76,357; supplies and materials at 
$143,500; capital expenses of $1,367; and dues and fees basically level funded at $2,620, for a 
total of $1,164,504.  When Vo-Tech tuition revenue of $165,000 is placed against that, it brings 
the total to  $999,381, remaining S3050 compliant. 
 
 This is the first year that we are $800,000 under Senate 3050, with no increase in 
capital, dues, and just a small increase of 2% in healthcare in fringe benefits.  Purchased 
services is based on what we currently purchase for special needs and utilities.  The biggest 
number is always salary. What we project is based on our known information of contracts and 
regulations, but it does project level funding of state aid.   A freeze was agreed to regarding 
health insurance co-pays for this year, so the 2% increase cannot be passed onto employees.  
That cost would be approximately $18,000. This projection is a best estimate at this time.  The 
final budget recommendation to the Town Council will be submitted by March, 2010. 
 
 Mrs. Flanagan asked for explanation of step increases, for example a teacher going from 
Step 3 to Step 4.  Superintendent DiPietro stated that the raise would be maybe between 7-9%, 
with an additional cost of living increase in the contract that was negotiated last year at a flat 
$500.00.     
 
 Mrs. Flanagan responded that, on behalf of her constituents, in this economy it is very 
difficult for any person paying taxes, to accept the fact that there is someone they are 
supporting who is seeing an 8-11% increase.  People are out of work, some losing their homes, 
and are not supportive of these sorts of things any longer.  
 
 Finance Director West indicated that the Governor has proposed cutting Coventry 
schools about $1.3 million and he asked if this projection anticipates that cut.  Mr. DiPietro 
indicated this proposal does not consider any cuts in state funding.   Mrs. Flanagan asked if the 
projected number of $999,381 could end up more like $1.5 million or 1.7 million, and Mr. 
DiPietro responded that it could.   
 
 Council members Shibley, Spear and Flanagan strongly suggested to Superintendent 
DiPietro and the School Committee that they should anticipate level funding for the schools in 
next year’s budget.  In conclusion, Superintendent DiPietro advised that this is a preliminary 
budget, it does not take potential cuts into consideration, but if and when they do occur, the 
budget will require an adjustment. 
 
7:00 P.M. Town Council Meeting 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Joshua Brayton, Boy Scout Troop 1 
Invocation by Fr. Paul Grenon of Sts. John & Paul Church                        
Review of Emergency Evacuation Plan 
 
President’s Comments 
 President Spear announced vacancies  on the Tax Assessment Board (Dist. 2), Juvenile 
Hearing Board, Sewer Assessment Board, Coventry Land Trust, Coventry Housing Authority, 
Pawtuxet River Authority, Redevelopment Agency, Sewer Subcommittee, Tree Warden and 
Municipal Court Judge. 
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 In other business, the Portsmouth Town Council has requested support for a resolution 
opposing House Bill 5931 and Senate Bill 606, dealing with tax laws and responsibilities of local 
Tax Collectors.  He suggested that the Council address this at its next Town Council meeting.  
Vice-President Flanagan suggested forwarding the resolution to the consultants who are 
conducting the review of our tax department and assessment process for their opinion as to 
whether we should offer our support. 
 
 Motion made by Glen Shibley seconded by Laura Flanagan to approve minutes of 
December 16, 2009.  All voted aye. 
 
Consent Agenda 
 
 Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Glen Shibley to remove Item #2 (CVS 
drainage easement) for discussion.  All voted aye. 
 

1. Renewal of Private Detective license for Ernest Legault   
 
 Motion made by Laura Flanagan seconded by Frank Hyde to approve renewal of  
Private Detective license for Ernest Legault.  All voted aye. 
 
 2.  Resolution approving drainage easement and maintenance agreement for the 
proposed CVS pharmacy at the intersection of Tiogue Avenue and Sandy Bottom Road.   
 
 Planner Paul Sprague reviewed CVS proposal as it pertains to demolishing the present 
building and constructing a new pharmacy, upgrading the present drainage system, adding 
more catch basins and enlarging the discharge area.   He stated that the upgrade has the 
approval of DEM and DOT.  CVS has also received preliminary and master plan approval from 
the Planning Board. 
 
 John Bolton, Esq., representing CVS, clarified that the only approval left is the easement 
agreement. However, time is of the essence as CVS has a closing date on the property in the 
very near future and the agreement needs to be signed in order for the closing to take place.   
 
 Councilman Shibley expressed concerns regarding the curb cuts, ingress and egress 
proposed on Wood Street.  There is a safety concern in that people wanting to avoid lights will 
use CVS parking lot as a cut-through to Wood Street.    After discussion, it was recommended 
by Solicitor Rogers that the Council address the drainage easement issue which is in front of 
them tonight and decide whether or not to approve the agreement. The issue of curb cuts was 
previously before the Planning Board   
 
 Solicitor Rogers informed Council that this is a very straightforward agreement which 
could have been finalized administratively by the Town Manager.  It is more of a courtesy that it 
is on the council agenda because it is an agreement between the town and the owner of the 
property.  
 
 Motion made by Laura Flanagan seconded by Frank Hyde to adopt resolution approving 
drainage easement and maintenance agreement.  All voted Aye. 
 
LICENSES 
 
1. Application for new Private Detective license by Kevin Beese  
 
 Motion made by Laura Flanagan seconded by Glen Shibley to approve license.  All 
voted aye. 

 
2.  Application by Zarokostas Realty, LLC, dba The Old Theater Diner, 33 Sandy Bottom Road, 
for Victualling, Class B, Live Show, Gameroom and Pool Table licenses   
 
Boulanger informed Council that this is the same family who has operated the Gentleman 
Farmer in Coventry, Scituate, Chepachet and Charlestown, currently with a liquor license in
Charlestown as well.  They have had no problems with neighbors in the area.  The Old Theat
Diner, formerly Europa and Charlie’s Place, will be a family oriented business.  The live show 
license will entail movies, singing and family entertainment. Hours of operation will be 6:00 a.m
to 1:00 a.m, breakfast, lunch and dinner. 
 

Jean Boulanger, Esq., represented Zarokostas Realty and Ioanis Zarokostas.  Attorney 

 
er 

. 

Solicitor Rogers advised Council that since Charlie’s Place is in receivership, the 
 a new 

 
previous  liquor license has been forfeited, and the requested license is not a transfer but
license.   
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Attorney John Brunero, Esq. was present, representing Ned Flanagan, owner of the 
fact 

d 
  

Rosemary Hobson, 1060 Main St., an abutting property owner, expressed concern 
bout 

Victor Moffitt, Meadowbrook Farm Road, believes the license should be granted, 
lems. 

Attorney Brunero remarked that his law office is less than 200 feet away and has never 

Major Schmitter commented that the police have not had problems with previous tenants 

Motion made by Laura Flanagan seconded by Frank Hyde that requested licenses be 

 Presentation of receipts and expenditures in the Waterman/Fiske Fund from 

 
 
adjoining plaza.  Attorney Brunero stated that he  filed an objection to this license due to the 
that the owner of the property in question, George Melanis, has been accessing through Mr. 
Flanagan’s parking lot for his garbage removal.  However, an agreement has just been worke
out and Mr. Melanis will be moving the access to the dumpsters to the other side of his building.
We have agreed to install a fence between our property line and Mr. Melanis, at our cost.  Also, 
at our cost, we will close another entrance from our parking lot into Mr. Melanis’s lot.  Since we 
have worked out an agreement, we withdraw our objections.   
 
 
regarding noise and rowdiness. However, she stated that the police have been very good a
enforcement of the noise ordinance.   Vice-President Flanagan assured her that if there are any 
problems, the council can address those issues by reviewing the license, suspending it or taking 
appropriate action. 
 
 
especially since they are in good standing in other communities and haven’t had any prob
They should be allowed to do this rather than leave the building empty. 
 
 
experienced any problems between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.   
 
 
Europa or Charlie’s Place. 
 
 
granted.  All voted aye. 

 
 

April, 2009 to December 2, 2009. 
 
 Director of Human Services, Pat Shurtleff, gave report of expenditure of funds from the 

es, 

She further noted that the program adheres to federal poverty guidelines and the fund 

Vice-President Flanagan commended Mrs. Shurtleff on her report and stated that she 

UBLIC COMMENT

Waterman/Fiske Assistance Fund, including a full assessment of income, assets, and how 
funds were spent.  The report included an explanation of assistance by way of grants with 
mortgage payments, rent, a security deposit, mental health assessments, utilities, applianc
summer school, camperships and loans including home insurance and rent. 
 
 
has expended probably about $8,000 since the inception. 
 
 
would like to see the accounting and bank statements every six months  
 
P  

Michael Brayton, 9 Edward Street, suggested the town designate an area, besides the 

Motion made by Laura Flanagan seconded by Frank Hyde to recess to Executive 

XECUTIVE SESSION

 
 
greenway, for walking dogs. 
 
 
Session at 8:10 p.m.  All voted aye. 
 
 
E  per R.I.G.L. 42-46-5 (a) (2)  

a. Collective bargaining 
 

own Council returned to regular session and following a motion made by Laura Flanagan 
he 

resident Spear declared Executive Session adjourned at 9:20 p.m. 

   ____________________________________ 

 

b. Cambio litigation update
 
T
seconded by Glen Shibley, the Town Council voted to adjourn executive session and keep t
minutes sealed.  All voted aye. 
 
P
 
 
 
     Town Clerk 
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