
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
January 25, 2010 – 6:30 p.m. 

 
Present:  President Raymond Spear, Vice-President Laura Flanagan, Glen Shibley, 
                Kenneth Cloutier, Frank Hyde 
 
Town Manager Thomas Hoover 
Town Solicitor Patrick Rogers 
 
 Presentation of recommendations for the 5-year Capital Improvement Program and the 
Annual Capital Budget 
 
 As required in accordance with the Town Charter, Manager Hoover presented capital 
improvement requests. The proposed capital budget consists of over $15 million in requests, of 
which about $12 million is for a new police station.  Manager Hoover’s recommendation to the 
Town Council is no capital improvement funding for the coming year.  
 
 President Spear asked each department head for their top priority item.  Responses 
were as follows:    
 
1.  Parks and Recreation Director Guy Lefebvre  

 First priority, tractors and mowers ($29,000)  
 Second, new floor at Community Center ($15,000)  
 

2. DPW Superintendent Dennis Smith 
 Roads & Bridges - dump trucks ($254,000)  
 Snow  Removal - snow plow ($13,000) 
 Building Maintenance - HVAC system ($19,000) 
 Refuse Collection - garbage truck cab and chassis ($125,000) 
 Vehicular maintenance - pickup truck ($30,000)  
 Engineering - bridge repair at Barbs Hill Road ($60,000)  

 
3.  Colonel DaSilva 

 Police Department - radio system ($150,000) 
 

Human Services Director Pat Shurtleff  
 AC units at Town Hall Annex ($90,000) 

 
 DPW Superintendent Dennis Smith discussed the condition of the Barbs Hill Bridge 
stating that the structure is in fairly good shape but should be brought up to a weight capacity 
that can handle fire trucks as well as garbage trucks, dump trucks, cement or oil trucks.  
Currently, the Town of Foster plows Barbs Hill Road up to the bridge; we swap and do a portion 
of Potter Road.  Coventry also has a mutual aid system with Foster.   For refuse disposal, a 
smaller truck is sent.  Mr. Smith further noted that the total amount of $107,000 for the Barbs Hill 
Bridge is in error and should be $60,000.  When asked about the availability of stimulus funds, 
Mr. Smith responded that we do not qualify for stimulus money for these repairs. 
 
 Colonel DaSilva informed the Town Council that he has spoken with the Justice 
Commission as well as Representative Langevin, Senators Reed and Whitehouse, and there 
are no stimulus funds available for a police station either.     
 Human Services Director Pat Shurtleff explained the need for installation of an HVAC 
system at Flat River Annex. 
 
 President Spear concluded that the most critical capital need priorities total about 
$800,000.  A public hearing will be held Feb 8th  on the capital budget. 
 
7:00 P.M. Town Council Meeting 

                                                                                                                                                                    
Pledge of Allegiance  
Invocation by Council President Spear                        
Review of Emergency Evacuation Plan 
 
President’s Comments 
 
 President Spear announced that he hopes to have all vacancies on boards and 
commissions filled by the February 8 Town Council meeting. 
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 Vice-President Flanagan advised that she will recuse herself on Consent Agenda Item 
#7,  Application for Renewal of Firearms license for Midstate Gun Co., because her husband is 
an employee of Midstate Gun Co.  
 
 Motion made by Laura Flanagan seconded by Frank Hyde to approve minutes of 
December 14, 2009 and January 4, 2010.  All voted aye. 

 
PROCLAMATION  -Congenital Heart Defect Awareness Week February 7 – 14, 2010. 
 

Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Glen Shibley to adopt proclamation 
recognizing the Congenital Heart Information Network (CHIN).  Ms. Stephani Toledo, a 
supporter of CHIN and also the parent of a child who has undergone several heart surgeries,  
was present to accept proclamation.   

 
Councilman Shibley advised that he serves on the Board for the RI Association for 

Cardiac Children and has a son who has undergone heart surgery.  He hopes that support can 
be generated through this proclamation, not just in Coventry but in all of Rhode Island.   

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
1. Tax abatements and additions for December 2009   
 
2.  Application for Sewer Contractor’s license by Douglas Construction & Supply Corp.,  
    90 Douglas Pike, Smithfield 
 
3.   Application for Sewer Contractor’s license by William Anthony Excavating, Inc.,  
      3666 Quaker lane, North Kingstown  
 
4.   Award of bid for Sanitary Sewer Contract 6, in an area bounded by Tiogue Avenue, 
      Arnold Road and Lake Tiogue, to the low bidder, D’Ambra Construction, at a base 
      bid of $1,455,601.40  
 
5.   Resolution approving and applying the projected capacity of 60 gpd from  
      Nationwide Self Storage at 1185 Tiogue Avenue to Coventry’s reserve capacity in  
      the West Warwick sewage treatment facility   
 
6.   Resolution approving sewer tie-in applications for:  

 William Cordeiro, 4-6 Union Street 
 Clariant Corporation, 500 Washington Street 
 Major Development Corp, 964 Tiogue Avenue 
 CVS Pharmacy, 736 Tiogue Avenue 

 
 7. Application by Midstate Gun Co, LLC for Renewal of Firearms license, 15 Sandy Bottom Rd.  
 
 Motion made by Laura Flanagan seconded by Frank Hyde to remove items #1, #2, and 
#5 for discussion.  All voted aye. 
 
 Motion made by Laura Flanagan seconded by Frank Hyde to approve items #3, #4 and 
#6.  All voted Aye. 
 
 Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Ken Cloutier to approve #7.  Motion  
passes 4 – 1 (recusal by Vice-President Flanagan). 
 
Removed for discussion: 
 
Item #1.  Tax abatements and additions for December 2009  
 
 Vice-President Flanagan asked that when a RI General Law or Coventry Code reference 
is included on the abatement/additions listing, that a copy of the law is included in the Council 
packet. Mrs. Picard, Tax Assessor, explained RIGL 44-5-13.6 as a prorated tax on new 
construction and Coventry Code 16-47(5) refers to the tax freeze where someone has either 
passed away or sold property.  Mrs. Picard stated that all impacted taxpayers have been 
notified by letter. 
 
 Motion made by Glen Shibley seconded by Laura Flanagan to approve tax abatements.  
All voted aye. 
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Item #2   Application for Sewer Contractor’s license by Douglas Construction & Supply Corp.,   
90 Douglas Pike, Smithfield 

 
 Vice-President Flanagan questioned insurance information on application as policy 
number had been omitted.  Paul Serabian, President of Douglas Construction was present and 
verified information. Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Laura Flanagan to approve 
application contingent upon proper verification of insurance information.  All voted aye. 

 
Item #5  Resolution approving and applying the projected capacity of 60 gpd from  
Nationwide Self Storage at 1185 Tiogue Avenue to Coventry’s reserve capacity in  
the West Warwick sewage treatment facility   

 
 Bill Hall, Chairman of the Sewer Subcommittee, explained that Nationwide is tying into a 
private line.  However, before West Warwick can approve the flow, Coventry needs to give 
authorization to West Warwick that we are allowing them to use our capacity in the treatment 
plant.  Mr. Hall indicated that the request of 60 gallons per day is only 1/5 of what a single family 
dwelling would discharge. 
 Motion made by Glen Shibley seconded by Laura Flanagan to approve resolution.  All 
voted Aye. 
 
LICENSES 
 
      Application for new Peddler license by Randy Hesse dba T&R Ice Cream for ice  
cream truck   

 
Randy Hesse, 23 Hickory Road, is applying for  a 90 day license, to operate April 1, 2010 

through June 30, 2010. 
 

  Motion made by Laura Flanagan seconded by Frank Hyde to grant license subject to 
Board of Health approval.  All voted aye. 
 
There was no Public Comment at this time. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION - RIGL 42-46-5 (a) (1) (2)  
 

1 For the purpose of reviewing the qualifications of individual applicants for boards, 
commissions and municipal positions 

 
2. For the purpose of discussing collective bargaining and litigation 

 
         Solicitor Rogers explained that each individual who was notified tonight regarding their 
application for candidacy on a board or commission has the right to request a public discussion.  
Mr. Hall has requested to speak in a public session before Executive Session.  There is another 
applicant here who would like to participate in Executive Session for his interview and it is 
appropriate in each case.   
 
         Mr. Hall discussed the request of the Sewer Subcommittee to forward three names for 
candidacy on the Sewer Assessment Board.  Although Mr. Hall’s name was submitted along 
with two others from the Sewer Subcommittee, he suggested removal of his own name since 
Mr. Skurka and Mr. Piette are good choices, both motivated and interested.  Manager Hoover 
suggested that Mr. Hall leave his name on the list, however, Council will take his suggestion into 
consideration. 
 
 Motion made by Laura Flanagan seconded by Frank Hyde to go into Executive Session 
at 7:42 p.m.  All voted aye.  
 
 Town Council returned to regular session and motion was made by Councilman Cloutier 
seconded by Councilman Shibley to adjourn Executive Session and keep minutes sealed.  All 
voted aye.    
 
 President Spear declared Executive Session adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 
 
 
 
    ____________________________ 
    Town Clerk 
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