
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
March 27, 2006  

     6:00 p.m. 
 

 
SWEARING IN CEREMONY 
  

Police Chief Brian O’Rourke swore Kevin Michael Kennedy into office as 
Patrolman for the Coventry Police Department. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – No one spoke. 
 
Present:  Gregory Laboissonniere, Robert  Thibeault, Jr., Ted Jendzejec,  
Justin Pomfret, Frank Hyde  
 
Acting Town Manager Brian O’Rourke 
Acting Town Solicitor Paul Sprague 
 
Absent:  Town Solicitor Patrick Sullivan 
 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Town Sergeant 
Invocation led by President Jendzejec  
Town Sergeant reviewed Emergency Evacuation Plan 
 

President Jendzejec presented certificate of recognition to Coventry Courier on 
its tenth anniversary. 
 

Motion made by Justin Pomfret seconded by Robert Thibeault to approve minutes of 
Town Council Meeting February 27, 2006.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

1. Resolution awarding contract for grounds maintenance of all cemeteries 
under the care of the Coventry Cemetery Fund 

 
2. Resolution affirming award of contract for purchase of a combination dump    

body, plow frame, central hydraulic system for DPW 
 

3. Resolution affirming award of contract for street sweeping 
 

4. Resolution awarding contract for construction of Briar Point Pavilion/Restroom 
facilities 

 
5. Resolution awarding contract for construction of Central Coventry Park 

Pavilion/Restroom facilities 
 

6. Resolution expressing support for House Bill 2006-7927 amending Coventry’s 
sewer system enabling legislation 

 
7. Resolution expressing support for Senate Bill 2006-2964 amending 

Coventry’s sewer system enabling legislation 
 

8. Resolution extending the time for issuance of final report from 
TIF Commission 
 
Motion made by Gregory Laboissonniere seconded by Robert Thibeault to 

remove items #1, #6 and #7 from the Consent Agenda for discussion.  All voted 
Aye.  So voted. 

 
 
 



Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Gregory Laboissonniere to remove 
item #3 for discussion.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 

 
Motion made by Gregory Laboissonniere seconded by Justin Pomfret that 

item  #2, #4, #5, and #8 are approved.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 
 

Resolution #12-06-2537 affirming award of contract for purchase of a 
combination dump body, plow frame, central hydraulic system for DPW 
 

RESOLUTION 
OF THE 

TOWN COUNCIL 
NO.  12-06-2537 

 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Town Council hereby affirms the award of a contract by the Town Manager 
pursuant to Chapter 2, Section 2-191 of the Town Code of Ordinances for the purchase of 
a combination dump body, plow frame, central hydraulic system for the Department of 
Public Works. 
  

J. C. Madigan, Inc.    $33,266.00 
 Shaker Road 
 P.O. Box 745 
 Harvard, MA 01451  
 
 Delivery Date: 90 days from receipt of chassis 
 Warranties:   One (1) year 
 
 This purchase was funded in the 2005-2006 Department of Public Works Roads and 
Bridges Capital Improvement Program.  The balance of this budget line after the Cab and 
Chassis purchase is $28,735.  The remaining $4,531 will be $2,768 from the 2002-2003 
CIP and $1,763 from the 2003-2004 CIP. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this   27th day of   March   2006. 
 
 APPROVED:   Thaddeus Jendzejec
      Council President 
 
ATTEST:    Cheryl A. George 
  Town Clerk 

 
 

Resolution #13-06-2538 awarding contract for construction of Briar Point 
Pavilion/Restroom facilities 

 
RESOLUTION 

OF THE 
TOWN COUNCIL 
NO.  13-06-2538 

 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Town Council hereby affirms the award of a contract by the Town Manager 
pursuant to Chapter 2, Section 2-191 of the Town Code of Ordinances for the construction 
of Briar Point Pavilion/Restroom Facilities for the Parks & Recreation Department. 
       
  
 
 
 



 
 
 CONTRACTORS NETWORK, INC.   $271,000.00 
 190 Taunton Avenue 
 Seekonk, MA 02771 
   
Funding is provided by the RI DEM Recreational Development and Open Space Grant 
match of $66,270.75 and our share of $204,729.25 be taken from Sprint Tower receipts #2-
146-4-210-00000. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this   27th day of  March  2006. 
 
 
 APPROVED   Thaddeus Jendzejec       
       Council President 
 
ATTEST:   Cheryl A. George 
           Town Clerk 

 
 
 

Resolution #14-06-2539 awarding contract for construction of Central 
Coventry Park Pavilion/Restroom facilities 

 
RESOLUTION 

OF THE 
TOWN COUNCIL 
NO.  14-06-2639  

 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Town Council hereby affirms the award of a contract by the Town Manager 
pursuant to Chapter 2, Section 2-191 of the Town Code of Ordinances for the construction 
of Central Coventry Park Pavilion/Restroom Facilities for the Parks & Recreation 
Department. 
   
 CONTRACTORS NETWORK, INC.   $227,000.00 
 190 Taunton Avenue 
 Seekonk, MA 02771 
   
Funding is provided by the RI DEM Recreational Development and Open Space Grant 
match of $113,500.00 and our share of $113,500.00 be taken from Washington Golf 
Course receipts #2-553-5-910-00000. 
 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this    27th  day of    March  2006. 
 
 
 APPROVED    Thaddeus Jendzejec         
                 Council President 
 
ATTEST:    Cheryl A. George 
  Town Clerk 
 
 
 

Resolution #15-06-2540 extending the time for issuance of final report from 
TIF Commission 

RESOLUTION 
OF THE 

TOWN COUNCIL 



NO.  15-06-2540  
 

 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 105-05-2515 the Town Council established the 
Coventry Tax Increment Financing Study Commission (hereinafter referred to as “the 
Commission”) the purpose of which is to provide the Town Council comprehensive 
analyses which accurately estimate the cost for certain municipal and school building 
capital improvements and to determine the potential for obtaining funding through the 
use of the Tax Increment Financing Act; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Commission was due to expire on or before April 5, 2006; and 

 
 WHEREAS, in order to accomplish it’s stated mission, the Commission 
requires additional time. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Coventry Tax Increment 

Financing Study Commission shall remain in full force and effect pursuant to the 
provisions of Resolution #105-05-2515 until September 15, 2006 on or before which 
the Commission shall submit its final report to include final recommendations to the 
Town Council.  
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this  27th day of   March, 2006. 
 
 

APPROVED :  Thaddeus Jendzejec 
         President 
 
ATTEST:   Cheryl A. George   

Town Clerk 
 

*** 
 

Discussion on Item No. 1 contract for grounds maintenance of cemeteries 
 

Councilman Laboissonniere expressed concern regarding the cemetery bid 
award, noticing that amounts were substantially lower than previously awarded.   One of 
the stipulations of awarding this  would be Mr. Dessert getting insurance at the time of 
the contract, along with equipment. Being a five-year contract, what is the town’s 
recourse if he can’t fulfill his contractual obligations? 
 

Mr. Sprague:  You would have to declare a breach of contract and if this cannot 
be remedied or we are not satisfied, then go out to bid again. 
 

Mr. Laboissonniere:  There is a very big difference in price. 
 

Mr. Thibeault:  Has Mr. Dessert secured the equipment and insurance to begin 
work? 
 

Mr. West:  He will receive the necessary insurance as soon as the contract is 
awarded. 
 

Mr. Hyde:  Want to clarify that you are comfortable with the contractor. 
 

Mr. West: Yes, Dennis Smith and I met with him, we do feel comfortable. 
 
Discussion on Item # 3 Street Sweeping 
 
President Jendzejec:  Councilman Hyde, did you have some questions regarding 

street sweeping? 
 

      Mr. Hyde:  Basically  just want to know if there had been any problems with  this 
company, and if not,  see no reason in holding up the resolution.  Noted an increase 
over last year.  Are you satisfied with this contractor? 



 
Sheila Barrett, Town Engineer:  No problems last year, no complaints. 
 

****** 
Discussion on Item #’s 6 and 7 Sewer System Enabling Legislation  
 

 Mr. Laboissonniere:  I know that we had some discussion, seems to be some 
verbiage in there a few people are uncomfortable with.   
 
 Mr. Thibeault – Referred to page 4 of the House Bill “nothing in this act shall limit or 
effect the rights or obligations of the Town of Coventry including obligations of the town 
acting by and through it’s financial town meeting or it’s Town Council to appropriate monies 
from its regular town tax to fund its obligations under any agreement relating to its water 
system services or projects”.  
 

I read the bill and understand the intent of the bill and I was just wondering if we 
could request to have this language “under any agreement” tightened up proposing to have 
it read “under any agreement between the Town of West Warwick and the Town of 
Coventry”.   Think that was the true intent of the bill. 
 
 President Jendzejec – It is the true intent of the bill.  Unfortunately, or whichever way 
you want to look at it, if we were to change this bill now, it would then become a Substitute 
A in the House and Senate Committee.  You would have to hear the original bill, table it 
indefinitely, reintroduce a Substitute A in the committee, open it up for another public 
hearing in that committee, schedule it for action, so it may delay the process of us being 
able to get funds through the Clean Water Finance Agency, which is the true intent of this 
bill.  I believe that if we did do that, we may lose some critical time in gaining monies for this 
contract to be done.  I’m under the impression that we need funding for this project. 
 
 Mr. Laboissonniere – On a legal basis, do you feel this puts the town at any undue 
risk? 
 
 Mr. Sprague:  The finance director and I had a conversation, don’t see where it does 
jeopardize anybody in the Town of Coventry.   
 
 Mr. West:  We had our bond counsel draft this.  West Warwick was concerned that 
under the terms of the agreement they were not adequately protected, so they requested 
the legislation to be amended further.  Our bond counsel then amended it to address the 
concerns of West Warwick. 
 
 Mr. Laboissonniere:  Our bond counsel drafted this? 
 
 Mr. Jendzejec:  And also drafted the language that was inserted that Councilman 
Thibeault just read. 
 
 Mr. Laboissonniere:  That was my concern, but obviously our bond counsel doesn’t 
have a problem with it. 
 
 President Jendzejec:  I called the bond counsel and talked to her myself.  Made sure 
that there was nothing that would delay this any further. 
 
 
 Mr. Hyde:  Want to comment that by judging by the bipartisanship of both bills, it 
seems  I can see the intent pretty clearly.  I would recommend passage. 
 
 Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Gregory Laboissonniere that items 1,3,6 
and 7 be approved.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 

 
Resolution # 16-06-2541 awarding contract for grounds maintenance 

of all cemeteries under the care of the Coventry Cemetery Fund 
 

RESOLUTION 



OF THE 
TOWN COUNCIL 
NO.  16-06-2541 

 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Town Council, acting in its capacity as the Board of Trustees for the Cemetery 
Fund, hereby awards a contract for grounds maintenance of all cemeteries and plots under 
the care of the Town of Coventry Cemetery Fund. 
 
 Joseph M. Dessert 
 45 Ames Street 

Coventry, RI 02816 
 

YEAR BID PROPOSAL 
April 2006 - October 2006 $32,888.00 
April 2007 - October 2007 $33,545.00 
April 2008 - October 2008 $34,216.00 
April 2009 - October 2009 $34,901.00 
April 2010 - October 2010 $35,599.00 

 
All maintenance services to cemetery lots under perpetual care will be cleaned and cut in 
preparation for Memorial Day and continue thru the end of September of each year or the 
first frost, whichever is earlier.  Memorial Day preparation will mean that all lots will be free 
of debris and cut to a length not to exceed 2” (see attached list of lots under perpetual care 
with the Town). 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this  13th day of   March 2006. 
 
 APPROVED     Thaddeus Jendzejec 
        Council President 
 
ATTEST:   Cheryl A. George 
             Town Clerk 

 
 
 
Resolution 17-06-2542 affirming award of contract for street sweeping 
 

RESOLUTION 
OF THE 

TOWN COUNCIL 
NO.   17-06-2542 

 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Town Council hereby affirms the award of a contract by the Town Manager 
pursuant to Chapter 2, Section 2-191 of the Town Code of Ordinances for sweeping town 
streets and roads: 
 
XPRESS SWEEPING, INC.  
14 Clover Drive 
Coventry, RI 02816 
 

$270.00 per curb mile or $26,328.90  (They supply the sweeper, water  
      truck and dump truck) 

 
$215.00 per curb mile or $20,205.90  (They would supply the sweeper and 

water truck and we would supply the 
dump truck) 

 
Funding is provided for in the 2006/2007 Department of Public Works Roads & Bridges 



Division Account No. 830. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this   27th day of    March     2006. 
 
 APPROVED    Thaddeus Jendzejec          
    President 
 
ATTEST:    Cheryl A. George 
   Town Clerk 
 
 

Resolution #18-06-2543 expressing support for House Bill 2006-7927 amending 
Coventry’s sewer system enabling legislation 
 

RESOLUTION 
OF THE 

TOWN COUNCIL 
NO.  18-06-2543 

 
RESOLVED by the TOWN COUNCIL of the Town of Coventry that the 

following is hereby adopted:  
 
WHEREAS, State Representatives Sullivan, Murphy, Moffitt, Landroche and 

Williamson have co-sponsored House Bill No. 7927, “An Act Entitled IN 
AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 330 OF THE PUBLIC LAWS OF 1997 ENTITLED “AN 
ACT TO CREATE A SEWER AUTHORITY FOR THE TOWN OF COVENTRY AND 
TO AUTHORIZE SAID TOWN TO PLAN, CONSTRUCT, FINANCE, OPERATE, AND 
MAINTAIN SEWAGE WORKS”, so called; and 

 
 
WHEREAS, said proposed Act would amend the Town of Coventry’s sewer 

system enabling legislation so as to permit the Town to issue bonds and notes 
secured solely by sewer system revenues to the Rhode Island Clean Water Finance 
Agency; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Coventry Town Council 

hereby expresses its support for House Bill No. 7927 and urges the General 
Assembly to support its passage. 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this  27th  day of   March , 2006. 

 

APPROVED:   Thaddeus Jendzejec 
    President 
 

ATTEST:    Cheryl A. George
                         Town Clerk 
 

Resolution #19-06-2544 expressing support for Senate Bill 2006- amending 
Coventry’s sewer system enabling legislation 
 

RESOLUTION 
OF THE 

TOWN COUNCIL 
NO.  19-06-2544 

 
RESOLVED by the TOWN COUNCIL of the Town of Coventry that the 

following IS HEREBY ADOPTED: 
 

WHEREAS, State Senators Blais and Raptakis have co-sponsored Senate Bill 
No. 2964, “An Act Entitled IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 330 OF THE PUBLIC 
LAWS OF 1997 ENTITLED “AN ACT TO CREATE A SEWER AUTHORITY FOR 



THE TOWN OF COVENTRY AND TO AUTHORIZE SAID TOWN TO PLAN, 
CONSTRUCT, FINANCE, OPERATE, AND MAINTAIN SEWAGE WORKS”, so 
called; and 

 

WHEREAS, said proposed Act would amend the Town of Coventry’s sewer 
system enabling legislation so as to permit the Town to issue bonds and notes 
secured solely by sewer system revenues to the Rhode Island Clean Water Finance 
Agency; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Coventry Town Council 

hereby expresses its support for Senate Bill No. 2964 and urges the General 
Assembly to support its passage. 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this   27th day of  _March  , 2006. 

 
APPROVED:   Thaddeus Jendzejec 
    President 
 

ATTEST:    Cheryl A. George 
  Town Clerk 

 
 
 LICENSES 
 

Renewal of Peddler’s license for Robert Sorrell, 2065 Elmwood Avenue, 
Warwick for Scotti’s Ice Cream & Lemonade 

 
Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Robert Thibeault to approve 

renewal of peddler’s license.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 

*** 
 

Renewal of Hawker’s license for Brian Warnock, 5 Bank Street, Hope Valley 
for Joe’s Produce located at 2501 Nooseneck Hill Road, Coventry 

 
Present:  Brian Warnock 
  5 Bank Street 
  Hope Valley, RI 
 
Mr. Warnock stated that he did receive a notice from Zoning Officer Jacob 

Peabody dated 1/19/06 for compliance by 2/1/2006.  Right after Christmas I had 
to go to Florida on emergency.  I rent this property in Coventry from the 
Silvermans.  I think that in passing, this letter and the clean up crossed paths.  
Left Mr. Peabody a message that I was in compliance and didn’t hear back from 
him. 

 
Mr. Hyde:  We have rules on conducting a hawker/peddler license.  The 

reason I am asking is that Route 3 is the gateway into Coventry.  We have had 
hawkers with much less merchandise for sale and have postponed their license 
renewals until they were cleaned up.  Have had a few people say that you are 
selling pellet stoves.  I don’t believe this is part of your hawker license.  Are you 
doing that? 

 
Mr. Warnock:  I did up until December 24, not anymore since I sold them all.  

After purchasing the zoning book, I realize that did not fall within my category.   
 
Mr. Hyde:  How long have you been back from Florida? 
 
Mr. Warnock:  About a month. 
 
Mr. Hyde:  I believe that is sufficient time to clean that place up.  Don’t want to 



see it looking the way it has.  Hope this does not continue, or I will not vote to 
renew this license if it does. 

 
Mr. Jendzejec:  Also, the DOT came down and asked you to push back off 

the road.  Did you comply with their wishes?  They mentioned that you were 
encroaching on the highway, had trees and large wooden signs in the breakdown 
lane. 

 
Mr. Warnock:  Yes I did push it back.  I removed stuff immediately after they 

showed up. 
 
Mr. Laboissonniere had questions regarding the right of way and where 

exactly it is so that Mr. Warnock would also know where he is supposed to be. 
 
Councilman Pomfret:  I’m going to wait for a cleanup and if it’s not cleaned up 

will not vote to grant the license renewal. 
 
Ms. Barrett:  Mr. Peabody is not qualified to determine the right of way.  A 

surveyor would have to do that.  We could show him approximately where it is.  
The right of way is all the land that the state owns.  We have plans showing the 
right of way.  

 
Mr. Laboissonniere:  Even an estimate would help.  Would give him an idea of 

how far he needs to be back. 
 
Mr. Hyde:  Also, I feel that a month has been plenty of time to clean it up. 
 
Gregory Labossonniere made motion, seconded by Justin Pomfret, to  table 

to April 10, 2006 meeting.  All voted Aye.  So voted.   
 
 

**** 
 

Application by Glory Messier for new Second Hand License located at 
47 Sandy Bottom Road 
 
 Ms. Messier not present.  Motion made by Justin Pomfret seconded by Robert 
Thibeault to table to April 10, 2006 meeting.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 

**** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

Transfer of Class B license from Washington Tap, Inc. to Crowebar, LLC  
dba Scott’s Crowebar & Tavern  
 
 Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Justin Pomfret that public hearing is 
opened. All voted Aye. So voted. 
 
 Present:  Joseph Rothemich, Esq. 
       1070 Main St. 
        Coventry, RI  02816 
 
 Present:  Applicant, Scott Crowe 
 
Attorney Rothemich represented applicant Scott Crowe. 
 



                 
Gary Cote 
29 Pettine Street 
 
Mr. Cote:  Mr. Iannotti always ran a good establishment there.  I have no reason to 
believe that Mr. Crowe will do any differently.  He plans to make improvements. I would 
like to see this granted. This is a benefit to the Town of Coventry.    
 
Agnes Lapointe 
26 Grant Drive 
Coventry, RI 
 
Mrs. Lapointe:  Questioned the experience of the applicant. 
 
Mr. Crowe:  This is actually my first experience with liquor, but I am certified by STOP 
(Server Training On Premise) for liquor.   
 
Scott Duckworth:  You are STOP certified? 
 
Mr. Crowe:  Yes.  This is my third business experience.  I do not drink.  This is a small 
building.  Most of the parking will be across the street.  I will make it look better than it 
does now. 
 
Mr. Iannotti:  My manager will be going with Mr. Crowe.  Manager had been with me for 
seven years, and will be bringing that experience to Mr. Crowe. 
 
 
Mrs. Rosemary Hobson 
1060 Main St. 
Coventry, RI 
 
Mrs. Hobson:  Not really opposed, just concerned about the live show entertainment 
license.  Don’t want to grant a license then deal with the problems afterward.  That’s just 
my concern.  I live in the same area, so it impacts the area. 
 
Mr.  Thibeault:   What type of entertainment is live show? 
 
Mr. Crowe:  A special event, license to have a small, live band.  This is  just in case 
there is a special event.   
 
Mr. Thibeault:  Currently there is no live entertainment at the establishment? 
 
 
Mr. Crowe:  Currently no, and there hasn’t been, but didn’t want to give up the license. 
 
Mr. Laboissonniere to Mr. Iannotti:  What type of live entertainment have you had in the 
past? 
 
Mr. Iannotti:  Not much room in there, sometimes just a one-man band. 
 
Mr. Hyde:  Mr. Iannotti, you already have all of these licenses, right? 
 
Mr. Iannotti:  Yes; and as far as room for parking, we lease parking space across the 
street. 
 

Motion made by  Frank Hyde seconded by Gregory Laboissonniere that public 
hearing is closed.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 

Motion made by Robert Thibeault seconded by Frank Hyde to transfer Class B 
license.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 

 
Motion made by Robert Thibeault seconded by Justin Pomfret to grant license for 



live show entertainment.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 

Motion made by Robert Thibeault seconded by Justin Pomfret to grant licenses 
for dance and pool table.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 
Abandonment of a portion of Bonney Street 
 

Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Justin Pomfret to open public hearing. 
 All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 

Attorney John Pagliarini, 16 D Nooseneck Hill Road, West Greenwich, RI, 
represented Cracker Jacks, Inc., the owner of Assessor’s Plat 32 Lot 52.1. 
 

Attorney Pagliarini:  This is a lot of record.  It is a stub off of Dodd Street, 30 x 40 
foot portion.  It does not physically exist, is not asphalted.  Went to the Planning Board 
asking to abandon a 30 x 40 portion of this road.  We are proposing to build a residence 
on this property and DEM  wetlands states that we seek certain variances.  The 
standard before the zoning board would be the least relief possible.  If we abandon this 
portion of road, it is the least relief we need.  It is actually better to abandon a road that 
doesn’t exist.   
 

We would like to abandon this portion of the road that doesn’t exist and enter into 
an agreement where for $1.00 a year for the next 99 years we will maintain that portion 
of Bonney Street that is on the elbow of Dodd and will use that as our driveway access. 
 We would enter into an agreement that we will maintain that portion of the road so that 
the town does not have to.   
 

Town Engineer, Sheila Barrett, is in agreement. 
 

Attorney Pagliarini suggested that he and solicitor Sullivan draft an agreement to 
that effect. 
 

Diane Micelli, 24 Bonney Street questioned location of the proposed 
abandonment and where it is located in regard to her mother’s property.  Attorney 
Pagliarini explained. 
 

Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Justin Pomfret to close public hearing. 
 All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 

Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Justin Pomfret that abandonment is 
granted.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 
 Abandonment of a portion of Hammet Road 
 

Motion made by Justin Pomfret seconded by Robert Thibeault that public hearing 
is open.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 

 
Attorney John Garrahy represents Shirley and Douglas McGunagle and  Thomas 

and Michelle Delvecchio, owners of property whose sole means of access to their 
property is that portion of Hammet Road, which is proposed to be abandoned.   

 
Mr. Garrahy:  This would result in them having no access.  RI Supreme Court 

says that abutters are entitled to use the street from end to end and side to side. If the 
town abandons a road that is utilized by abutters, my clients must insist that they be 
granted permanent and exclusive right of way for ingress and egress with full utilities in 
the same manner as if it continued to be a public road.  This is a matter of great 
importance to my clients as it directly affects the access and marketability of their 
property. 

 
Brett Harrington 
800 Hammet Road 
 



The reason for the abandonment is the proposal of a large development of ninety 
condos in Scituate.  I have  been to meetings on that.  Scituate would like Coventry 
access.  Where is all the traffic going to go?  I don’t disagree with Ms. McGunagle and 
the Delvecchios, but I have a problem with a permanent easement because when this 
property is developed, who is going to stand at the end of Hammet Road and decide 
who can use this right of way?  Who will police it? 

 
Justin Pomfret:  I have been to a couple of their meetings in Scituate.  Predict 

there will be over 200 more vehicles. Everything will dump out onto Hammet Road, 
Maple Valley then Route 117.  Can’t handle it in that area. 

 
Mr. Hyde:  Didn’t Scituate stop our truck traffic from traveling through their town a 

while back?  I believe it was gravel trucks that the Town of  Scituate stopped from 
passing over their roads.  They did that to Coventry; if it’s good for one, then it’s good 
for the other. 

 
Alfred Chatelle 
563 Hammet Road 
 
Mr. Chatelle:  Mr. Lantini granted them an easement to the Coventry/Scituate 

line.  I don’t want to hurt those homeowners; our objective is how to do this and not hurt 
them.  I don’t understand how these people got their permits to build in the first place 
with no Scituate access, no Foster access, and no road frontage.  It’s my understanding 
that Mr. Lantini granted them a right of way over his property to the Coventry/ Scituate 
line with the understanding that he would give them Scituate access in the near future.   

 
 Mr. Chatelle:  Not looking to hurt those people, but don’t want to become victims 
either.  Not only is there a ninety-condo project being proposed now, but also he has 
fifty more acres in Foster.  The gated community was Lantini’s means of appeasing 
people, that they would only get so much traffic from an age-restricted community.  
Scituate wanted that road accessible to Hammet Road.   
 
 Michelle DelVecchio 

1000 Hammet Road 
 
Ms. DelVecchio:First of all we just brought this property last May.   This is the first 

I’ve heard of any agreement for access.  You can imagine the shock moving into this 
property and just finding this out. 

 
If he were to grant us access, don’t see how that would effect Mr. Lantini’s 

development.   
 
Shirley McGunagle 
1001 Hammet Road 
 
Ms. McGunagle:  The document everyone is speaking about has been recorded 

in the Town Clerk’s office, the right of way agreement.  In Scituate there has been a 
document recorded from Dosco (who currently owns it now, not Lantini anymore) that 
we have a 30 foot wide permanent right of way and all the rights to go out from Scituate 
have now extinguished.  We will not change our right of way.  A new document was 
recorded in 2004 in Scituate stating that we will have this thirty-foot right of way,  
permanent easement for us to use, down to Hammet Road.   

 
We are just asking for an exclusive easement for these two families to get over 

this right of way into Coventry where our mailbox is.  Other than that we have no 
access.  All we are asking for is the right to use what we do now.   

 
Mario Colardo 
1002 Hammet Road 
 
Mr. Colardo:  We want to give these people access but do want to abandon this.  

Would work it out so those people could get to their properties. 



 
Roberta Wood 
685 Hammet Road 
 
Mrs. Wood: Don’t really understand about this agreement she is talking about.  Is 

this easement through Scituate?  It looks like Scituate is telling us what they are going 
to do and we are going to have to take all that traffic.   

 
Brett Harrington:  Scituate clearly intends to bring traffic down the road and have 

Coventry access.  We’re here to stop this before we have to hire all kinds of attorneys to 
stop it. 

 
Gary Cote:  These people should demand public easement from their own towns. 

 Take this up with the town you live in.   
 
Attorney Garrahy:  I don’t think we have that much disagreement here with my 

clients.  There are only two property owners who would have access to that property. 
My clients have a legal easement to use this property.  There no longer is the ability for 
them to use other property in Scituate.   Only two property owners need access.  They 
have a clear legal right to use this.  They only want an access easement, limited to their 
use and/or their successors. 

 
Mark Gifford 
926 Hammet Road 
 
Mark Gifford:  I don’t want a problem for these two families.  We have no problem 

if they are the only two people that can use this.   
 
Mr. Laboissonniere:   Raised questions about the issue of enforcement. 
 
William Brackett 
76 Wood Cove Drive 
 
Mr. Brackett:  Questioned if we are exposing ourselves to something legally with 

the development in Scituate? 
 
Ms. Barrett:  Who provides services to the two families in Scituate and Foster? 
 
Ms. McGunagle:  Coventry. 
 
Mr. Cote:  Maybe if this is granted, you can put the easement by person rather 

than by property.  Before you vote on this consider that if the easement is granted,  put 
it in the homeowners name that  currently lives there.  If it is sold comes back to the 
council for a transfer of the easement so that the developer can’t buy the property and 
turn it into a road.   

 
Mr. Harrington:  Need stipulations in the easement. 
 
President Jendzejec:  I spoke with our solicitor.  He suggested that we could 

abandon this property with the easement rights for the two property owners exclusively. 
 He could clear up the matters with the two property owners if we were to do this.   

 
Mr. Laboissonniere:  Would like to speak to solicitor personally. 
 
Mrs. Lapointe:  Feel you should table and do more research rather than make a 

decision tonight. 
 
Joseph Tatro 
715 Hammet Road 
 
Questioned why abandon this?  If the town owns it, just stop the traffic.   
 



Motion made by Justin Pomfret seconded by Robert Thibeault that public hearing 
is closed.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 

 
Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Gregory Laboissonniere to take five-

minute recess.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 
Motion made by Justin Pomfret seconded by Gregory Laboissonniere to table for 

two weeks to April 10. Would like to have the people who will be purchasing the 
abandonment, the people in Foster and their legal counsel to make some kind of 
agreement with our town solicitor.  Have them come in and talk with our solicitor so that 
they can continue to use that part of their driveway as they have been. Give the people 
in Coventry applying for the abandonment and the people that presently use the 
easement time to make an agreement.  All voted Aye.  So voted.  

 
President Jendzejec asked for special adjournment in memory of two of our 

Councilmen’s family members: Reginald Mailloux the grandfather of Holly Pomfret, 
Councilman Pomfret’s wife and Michael Lancellotta, father-in-law of Councilman 
Gregory Laboissonniere. 

 
Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Gregory Laboissonniere that meeting 

is adjourned.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 
 
 
 
     ______________________________ 
     Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 


