
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
April 24, 2006  

 
  

4:00 P.M. 
Executive Session 

RIGL #42-46-5 (a) (1) (2) relating to: 
1. Bennett/Yarger Associates re Town Manager Search 
2. Collective Bargaining – Police Contract & Council 94 

3. Tatro v Town of Coventry 
4. D.E.M v Town of Coventry 

 
 

Motion made by Justin Pomfret seconded by Gregory Laboissonniere to go into 
Executive Session.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 

 
Motion made by Gregory Laboissonniere seconded by Robert Thibeault to come out 

of Executive Session.  Roll call vote:  Gregory Laboissonniere – Aye; Robert Thibeault – 
Aye; Thaddeus Jendzejec – Aye; Justin Pomfret – Aye; Frank Hyde – Aye.  Motion 
carries. 

 
Motion made by Gregory Laboissonniere seconded by Robert Thibeault to seal 

minutes of executive session.  Roll call vote:  Gregory Laboissonniere – Aye; Robert 
Thibeault – Aye; Thaddeus Jendzejec – Aye; Justin Pomfret – Aye; Frank Hyde – Aye.  
Motion carries. 

 
 

• PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Wayne Asselin had two suggestions regarding Centre of New England work session. 

 One suggestion would be to set up a dedicated account and when the $5,000.00 per 
condo unit comes in and starts to accumulate, that one day we will have the 1.5 million; 
also believes that a legal team should be considered just to deal with Centre of New 
England. 

 
Gary Cote, 29 Pettine Street:  Would like the Tiogue Dam project put on agenda for 

discussion, could be a public safety issue now. 
 
Ronald Ghizzarelli, 50 Harrington Road:  Wants public comment in a meaningful 

place on the agenda.  Perhaps before voting on something, even if a time limit of a 
minute or two. 

 
    Kim Paul, 181 Colvintown Road:  Would like to see ordinances and regulations for 
Independent Sand and Gravel on agenda. 
 

• WORKSESSION – Centre of New England Developments 
 
John Pagliarini, Esq. 
16D Nooseneck Hill Road 
West Greenwich, RI 
 
Mr. Pagliarini:    Of immediate concern to us are prior agreements with previous town 
councils regarding additional sewer capacity.  Originally in the late 90’s we were told 
that all of the town sewer capacity would be dedicated to the Centre of New England.  
We don’t need all of this capacity, currently we have 185,000 gallons per day 
earmarked for our development.  We are seeking an extra 750,000 gallons of your 
reserve sewer capacity.  In order to do this, you would need to amend the Coventry 
Facilities Management Plan.  We are asking that you begin this process. 
 
Mr. Jendzejec:  Of the 185,000 gallons earmarked, what do you use now? 
 
Mr. Pagliarini:  Over 150,000. 
 



 
Sheila Barrett, Town Engineer:  I believe that when this is fully built out, it will take up 
the whole 185,000. 
 
Solicitor Sullivan:  What the council could do if they want to is set a period of time, and if 
it is not used, it could revert back to the town.  Just an idea to consider. 
 
Mr. Pagliarini:  That’s what they did in West Greenwich, set over about 75% of their 
sewer capacity, and if not used by a certain date, would revert back. 
 
     The next issue is on Hopkins Hill Road, intersection where Centre of New England 
meets Hopkins Hill Road.  The town is dumping drainage water onto our property.  
Water is coming off of Hopkins Hill Road to the Centre of New England property and 
making its way downstream.  Ask that you take a look at some type of engineering that 
you can do to try to contain your water.   
 
Ms. Barrett:  When the state rebuilt, there is a pipe that discharges onto Centre of New 
England.   
 
Mr. Pagliarini:  Possibly we may be looking at a small retention basin. 
 
     Also, now as we begin Phase 2 and Phase 3, there is an access issue.  A temporary 
solution is Johnson Blvd., abutting the school property. We would explore moving and 
upgrading the playground.  Nobody wants to go through adjoining neighborhoods with 
the traffic.  We would relocate the playground, build a road and put up a fence, add 
woodchips on playground.  We are looking for the path of least resistance.  We would 
do a conceptual presentation to the council if you so choose. 
 
 
 

• TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Present:  Gregory Laboissonniere, Robert Thibeault, Jr., Thaddeus Jendzejec,  
Justin Pomfret, Frank Hyde  
 
Acting Town Manager Richard Sullivan 
Town Solicitor Patrick Sullivan 
 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Town Sergeant 
Invocation led by President Jendzejec  
Town Sergeant reviewed Emergency Evacuation Plan 
 

Motion made by  Frank Hyde seconded by Gregory Laboissonniere to approve 
minutes of Town Council Meeting April 10, 2006.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 

 
Mr. Laboissonniere noted that the Journal had incorrectly announced the time of the 

council meeting at 8:00 p.m.  Would like to see a specific time also as to when meeting 
would start. 

 
Acting Town Manager Sullivan – The Journal has closed their Kent County office 

and currently we do not have a reporter assigned to us.  The Clerk spoke to newspaper 
and they stated they would make correction regarding meeting time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
• RESOLUTIONS 

 
Resolution # 23-06-2548 affirming award of contract for installation of chain 

link fence for Parks and Recreation 
 

RESOLUTION 
OF THE 

TOWN COUNCIL 
NO.   23-06-2548 

 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Town Council hereby affirms the award of a contract by the Town Manager 
pursuant to Chapter 2, Section 2-191 of the Town Code of Ordinances for the installation of 
chain link fence at the Harris Playground and the Central Coventry Park for the Parks & 
Recreation Department. 
 

K.C. FENCE COMPANY 
19 Circle Drive 

 Coventry, RI 02816 
 
 4’ fence at Harris Playground   $  6,400  
 8’ fence at Central Coventry Park   $  7,900 
      TOTAL $14,300 
   
WARRANTY:  3 year on labor and materials. 
  

Funding is provided from the FY 2002-2003 Capital Improvement Budget and a 
Legislative Grant sponsored by Speaker Murphy. 
  
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this  24TH day of  April 2006. 
 
 APPROVED:  Thaddeus Jendzejec 
       Council President 
 
ATTEST:    Cheryl A. George 
   Town Clerk 
 
 
 Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Justin Pomfret to adopt resolution.  All 
voted Aye.  So voted. 
 
 
 

Resolution #24-06-2549 relating to Senate Bill S-2896 - gravel extraction  
 
     Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Gregory Laboissonniere to amend 

reference to “House Bill” in  Resolution 24-06-2549  to “Senate  Bill”.  All voted Aye.  So 
voted. 
 
 Mr. Hyde called for an overview of the bill. 
 
 Representative Nicholas Gorham: I put in a bill that had one difference from the 
Senate Bill.  I told Senator Blais and he put in a second Senate bill so that it matched the 
House bill perfectly.   The correct senate bill number is S2896 (handed out copy to council). 
 The bill that I put in the house was different in one respect and that was lateral expansion. 

 
 President Jendzejec:  On page 2 of the bill in the paragraph that begins “Zoning 

Officer” it states that the Zoning Officer is appointed by the Town Council. I would like to 
see that amended also, as he is appointed by the Town Manager.   



 
Mr. Gorham:  Yes, I believe the Town Manager makes the appointment and the 

Town Council confirms it. 
 
President Jendzejec:  Could we pass a resolution subject to that amendment being 

put on the bill?  
 
Mr. Gorham:  Sure 
 
Mr. Hyde questioned how or whether this would affect someone doing work in his or 

her own yard. 
 
Mr. Gorham:  No, don’t think that someone who wants to take care of his yard would 

be affected.   
 
Mr. Laboissonniere:  On the second page it says gravel processing shall mean any 

facility used for processing more than 10 cubic yards per day. 
 
Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Robert Thibeault to amend Senate Bill 

number on resolution to S2896 and that on page 2 of bill “Zoning Officer” reflect 
appointment by the Town Council.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 

 
Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Robert Thibeault to adopt resolution 

supporting Senate Bill 2896 as amended.  All voted  Aye.  So voted. 
 
Motion made by Gregory Laboissonniere seconded by Robert Thibeault to adopt 

resolution supporting House Bill 7506.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 
 

RESOLUTION 
OF THE 

TOWN COUNCIL 
NO.  24-06-2549 

 
 

RESOLVED by the TOWN COUNCIL of the Town of Coventry that the following IS 
HEREBY ADOPTED: 
 

WHEREAS, State Senators Blais and Raptakis have co-sponsored Senate Bill No. S 
2896 entitled “AN ACT RELATING TO THE REGULATION OF EARTH REMOVAL AND 
GRAVEL PROCESSING IN THE TOWN OF COVENTRY. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Coventry Town Council hereby 
expresses its support for Senate Bill No. S 2896 and urges the General Assembly to 
support this passage. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this  24th day of   April,  2006. 
 
 APPROVED: Thaddeus Jendzejec 
       Council President 
 
ATTEST:   Cheryl A. George
   Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Resolution #25-06-2550 relating to House Bill H-7506 - gravel extraction 
 

RESOLUTION 
OF THE 

TOWN COUNCIL 
NO.  25-06-2550 

 
RESOLVED by the TOWN COUNCIL of the Town of Coventry that the following IS 

HEREBY ADOPTED: 
 

WHEREAS, State Representatives Gorham and Moffitt have co-sponsored House 
Bill No. H 7506, entitled “AN ACT RELATING TO THE REGULATION OF EARTH 
REMOVAL AND GRAVEL PROCESSING IN THE TOWN OF COVENTRY. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Coventry Town Council hereby 
expresses its support for House Bill No. H 7506 and urges the General Assembly to 
support this passage. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this 24th  day of April 2006. 
 
 APPROVED__Thaddeus Jendzejec_ 
         Council President 
 
ATTEST:  Cheryl A. George 
   Town Clerk 
 
 

Resolution #26-06-2551 regarding Senate Bill S-2044 relating to No-Thru 
Trucking on South Main St. 

 
Mr. Hyde: Would like to hear from the police department regarding enforceability. 
 
Chief O’Rourke:  If you make this the law, we will enforce it. 
 
Mr. Hyde: I support the concept, but would like to abstain from the vote. 
 
Motion made by Gregory Laboissonniere seconded by Robert Thibeault to adopt 

resolution.   
 
Gregory Laboissonniere – Aye 
Robert Thibeault – Aye 
Thaddeus Jendzejec – Aye 
Justin Pomfret – No 
Frank Hyde – Abstain 
 
Motion passes 3-0. 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION 
OF THE 

TOWN COUNCIL 
NO.__26-06-2551______ 

 
RESOLVED by the TOWN COUNCIL of the Town of Coventry that the following IS 

HEREBY ADOPTED: 
 

WHEREAS, State Senator Leo R. Blais has sponsored Senate Bill No. S 2044 AS 
AMENDED, “An Act in Amendment of 31-25-27.4 of the General Laws in Chapter 31-25 
entitled “AN ACT RELATING TO MOTOR VEHICLES – SIZE, WEIGHT AND LOAD 
LIMITS”, and; 

 



WHEREAS, said proposed Act would prohibit commercial motor trucks and tractors, 
over four (4) tons, gross weight from using South Main Street in Coventry as a through 
route. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Coventry Town Council hereby 
expresses its support for Senate Bill No. S 2044 as amended and urges the General 
Assembly to support this passage. 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 24th day of   April,  2006. 
 
 APPROVED  Thaddeus Jendzejec 
      Council President 
 
ATTEST:   Cheryl A. George 
    Town Clerk 

 
 
 
Resolution # 27-06-2552 regarding Senate Bill S-2079 relating to Low and 

Moderate Income Housing 
 

     Mr. Hyde –Think it’s a good idea, need to include these properties in order to 
conform and get to that low and moderate income component point.   
 
     Solicitor Sullivan – Need to get to the 10% required by the state.  We are about 4.5% 
now. 
  
     Mr. Laboissonniere – Should add a substantial amount by including these mobile 
home units.   
 
 Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Justin Pomfret to adopt resolution.  All 
voted  Aye.  So voted. 

 
RESOLUTION 

OF THE 
TOWN COUNCIL 
NO.  27-06-2552 

 
RESOLVED by the TOWN COUNCIL of the Town of Coventry that the following IS 

HEREBY ADOPTED: 
 

WHEREAS, State Senators Blais and Raptakis have co-sponsored Senate Bill No. S 
2079, “An Act in Amendment of Section 45-53-3 of the General Laws in Chapter 45-53 
entitled “AN ACT RELATING TO TOWNS AND CITIES – LOW AND MODERATE INCOME 
HOUSING”, and; 
 

WHEREAS, said proposed Act would require that year-round mobile homes be 
included in year-round housing units and rented year-round mobile homes be included in 
year-round rental housing units for purposes of determining the need for low and moderate 
income housing units. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Coventry Town Council hereby 
expresses its support for Senate Bill No. S 2079 and urges the General Assembly to 
support this passage. 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 24th day of April 2006. 
 
 APPROVED Thaddeus Jendzejec 
     Council President 
 
ATTEST:  Cheryl A. George 
     Town Clerk 



Resolution #28-06-2553 regarding House Bill H-7465 relating to the Creation 
of a State Rural Conservation District 

 
     Representative Gorham:  This bill is for a rural conservation district.  

Representative Gorham described the boundaries surrounding Glocester, Scituate, 
Foster, as far down as Richmond, Exeter and Hopkinton and to the Connecticut border 
and back to the Glocester/Burrillville line. 
 
 States that any town that has five acre zoning does not need to comply in that 
area with all the state mandates for low/moderate income, housing, zoning and all these 
other land use mandates that are imposed on us by the General Assembly to comply 
with state law. 
 
 Mr. Hyde:  Will this reduce our state aid to education? 
 
 Mr. Gorham:  The state aid to education formula changes every year.   It is a 
purely political formula, and everyone knows that.  In a very strange political 
environment I suppose it could change, but I doubt it.  All this act does is remove from 
the equation the number of people living west of Route 102 in Coventry. 
 
 Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Robert  Thibeault to pass resolution.  
All voted  Aye.  So voted. 
 

RESOLUTION 
OF THE 

TOWN COUNCIL 
NO. 28-06-2553 

 
RESOLVED by the TOWN COUNCIL of the Town of Coventry that the following IS 

HEREBY ADOPTED: 
 

WHEREAS, State Representatives Gorham, Scott and Sullivan have co-sponsored 
House Bill No. H 7465, “An Act IN AMENDMENT OF 42-113-12 ENTITLED “AN ACT 
RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT – STATE RURAL 
CONSERVATION”, and; 
 

WHEREAS, this act would establish a state rural conservation district in the areas 
known as the Pawcatuck Borderlands. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Coventry Town Council hereby 
expresses its support for House Bill No. H 7465 and urges the General Assembly to 
support this passage. 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 24th day of  April 2006. 
 
 APPROVED  Thaddeus Jendzejec

President 
 
ATTEST:  Cheryl A. George 
         Town Clerk 

 
 
Resolution appointing Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Commission 

 
 Mr. Hyde stated that he felt council he was not quite ready to appoint, other 
council members have expressed same concern also. 
 
 Mr. Laboissonniere:  Would like to know what concerns are.  Need to move 
forward as quickly as possible.  If tabled tonight, should make an effort to really attack 
this for next meeting.  Time is of the essence.  My concern is with naming the 
commission, we can amend the wording as we go along.  Feel we need a work session 
to put in names prior to the vote on it at a meeting. 



 
 Frank Hyde made motion seconded by Gregory Laboissonniere to table  
resolution appointing TIF Commission.    All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 

• LICENSES  
Application for Exhibitions and Performances license by Apeiron Institute for 

Environmental Living on June 3, 2006 
 
Brad Hyson: We are a non-profit education advocacy organization focusing 

on sustainability,  issues relating to human needs, formed around energy 
conservation, education programs, after school programs, adult workshops, 
special events, conferences with speakers. 

 
This permit is for the annual RI Sustainable Living Festival, a daylong event 

that combines entertainment and education in a family friendly setting.  The day 
begins at 11:00 a.m. and  ends somewhere between 7:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.  
Takes place right at our facility on Hammet Road.  We park vehicles at Western 
Coventry School, use bio-diesel shuttles, and there is on-site handicapped 
parking.  There are education workshops, vendors, live performers, music, and a 
rock wall this year.   

 
We are working with Major Schmitter of the police department and Chief 

Mann of the Fire Department to ensure that we have appropriate emergency 
services on hand to make sure that safety is covered adequately. 

 
Mr. Laboissonniere:  Congratulations on your fifth year.  Suggested getting 

Coventry Schools and students involved with this. 
 
Mr.  Thibeault:  Have you had any public safety concerns in the past. 
 
Mr. Hyson:  No, no problems. 
 
Motion made by Justin Pomfret seconded by Gregory Laboissonniere to 

grant license subject to  approvals from zoning, fire and police.  All voted Aye.  
So voted. 
 
 

Renewal of Campground license for Hickory Ridge Campground, 
Victory Highway, Coventry, RI 

 
Justin Pomfret recused himself from participating in discussion and voting. 
 
Anne Pomfret:   
Maple Valley Road 
Coventry, RI 
 
Mrs. Pomfret:  I am the owner and operator of Hickory Ridge and have been 

for over 28 years.   
 
Mr. Laboissonniere:  There was an issue with people living there after the 

season ends on October 30. 
 
Mrs. Pomfret:  There are two other campgrounds which have done the same 

thing. 
 
Mr. Laboissonniere:  I asked they be checked out as well, but this is 

regarding you.   There was a problem with Hickory Ridge in that the Zoning 
Officer said people were living there after the end of the season date, and Mr. 
Pomfret  previously offered that there were six families there at the time. 

 
 
 



Mrs. Pomfret:  There were five. 
 
Mr. Laboissonniere:  The regulations state that  after the season one family 

(the caretaker and his family) can be residing on the property. 
 
Mrs. Pomfret:  Is there a reason why I am not issued a license and the others 

are?  I am being singled out. 
 
Mr. Laboissonniere:  I don’t feel you are being singled out and am asking 

pertinent questions regarding your campground at this time.  The answer we 
received before was that people were allowed to live there with the approval of 
prior councils. 

 
Mrs. Pomfret:  There has been winter camping for the 28 years that I have 

been there, ever since Franklin Reed owned it.  We had no idea that there was 
not to be winter camping, were never approached about it.  The town never had 
a license, it was only a state license.   In 2001 there was a cell tower put on the 
property and there was alot of controversy.  We were told to stop winter 
camping.  You can check with my neighbors, we closed the campground on the 
date we were told to close.  The following season I was approached by a former 
councilman and told that we could have winter camping.  We’ve never had more 
than six in the past.  Just recently a neighbor isn’t happy about this. We abide by 
everything and have had fund raisers, field trips, and have been good citizens. 

 
Mr. Laboissonniere: All we have to go on is what the Zoning Officer gives us. 

 If other campgrounds are open, they are in violation. 
 
Mrs. Pomfret:  It’s pretty difficult when you have to close your business for six 

months of the year.  Is it possible to change these rules? 
 
Mr. Laboissonniere:  Yes, you bring the issue to your councilman, and the  

Town Council will decide as to whether those issues can change.  If the license 
calls to live within certain boundaries, then that is what’s required.   

 
Mrs. Pomfret:  I agree with that, if it’s for everyone.  But, like I said, I am the 

only one that has been brought before the council because of this.  I’ve done 
nothing differently. 

 
Mr. Jendzejec:  This license is from April 1 through October 30.   
 
Mr. Laboissonniere:  At this point you don’t have a license.  Is your business 

in operation at this time? 
 
Mrs. Pomfret:  We open May 1. 
 
Mr. Laboissonniere:  I don’t want to put anyone out of business, I’m a 

businessman myself.  I have to follow the laws.  There are parameters to every 
license.  You would need to try to change the rules.  What will happen as of 
October 30?   

 
Mrs. Pomfret:  You would have to tell me.  Do you want us to stop? 
 
Mr. Laboissonniere:  Yes, I want the license rules followed. 
   
Mr. Thibeault:  This was postponed because there was a question of winter 

camping  and whether or not that was legal.  If the license isn’t approved yet and 
there are campers on site held over from the winter, are they there illegally? 

 
Solicitor Sullivan:  If you grant this tonight, it reverts back to April 1.  You can 

grant subject to enforcement of the ordinance. 
 
Mr. Laboissonniere:  This has put us as a council in a very difficult position.  



On the one hand we have a license that isn’t followed, and if we don’t grant it we 
put a family out of business.  I will precede my motion to grant this license with a 
stipulation that as of  October 30 there is no winter camping.  The regulations 
need to be followed.  My personal feeling is that appropriate action will be taken 
if it’s not followed.   

 
Motion made by Gregory Laboissonniere seconded by Frank Hyde to grant 

license.  Motion passes 4-0. 
 
(Councilman Pomfret excused himself from Town Council Meeting) 
 
 

• PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
2006-2007 Capital Improvement Budget 
 
Motion made by Gregory Laboissonniere seconded by Robert Thibeault to 

open public hearing.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 
Gary Cote: Stated how badly Oak Haven needs a new roof and wondered if 

money will be put aside for a roof on Oak Haven School.  
 
Mr. DiPietro:  We did include $300,000 to fix the roof at Oak Haven. 
 
Ray Spear: Gave copies of the Capital Improvement Study Needs 

Assessment Report to council members, which was completed by a group 24 
people in this community, including Mr. Spear as the Chair.  Concerned that 
Town Council is on the verge of adopting a capital improvement budget that 
does not have the input it should have to deal with the $15 – $20 million dollar 
capital needs of the schools.   

 
Mr. Spear suggested bond issue might not be the best idea. Other possible 

ways to fund - some needs could be met by an annual contribution to town 
capital budget by the Town Council; a second vehicle would be a specific 
appropriation in the school budget for some additional needs; a third way would 
be the possibility of tapping into the surplus, could be applied under a grant or 
request.  If we were allowed to do that, within two years half of the money would 
be returned.   

 
One major need is to redo all of our schools for fire alarm, representing $1.5 

million in costs.  Have begun some of it, there is a possibility someday if we don’t 
finish we won’t be able to open schools because we haven’t met the codes. 

 
Fourth approach would be a bond issue, which would have to be agreed to 

between the town and school. It would take 18-24 months to go through the 
whole process of getting School Committee requests, Town Council approval, 
State Legislature, and all the approvals that are needed, then earmarking the 
money, and eventually back to the establishment of a bond committee to 
implement it. 

 
Long term things should go in a bond issue.  I am asking that before you 

finalize the decision on capital budget and what happens to the school general 
fund budget, the suggestion is made that the town allocate $375,000.00 this 
year, which would provide for getting two jobs done this year. 

 
The Capital Needs Study Assessment Report needs to be looked at.   Please 

don’t lose site of the fact that this is here and if there is a need, a meeting 
between the town and the School Committee can be arranged. 

 
 
 
 



Gregory Laboissonniere:  I know Mr. West worked very hard on the budget.   
 Asked  Mr. West to comment on the ability to pay for the roof on Oak Haven. 

 
Mr. West:  We only have $125,000 - $130,000 left in the funds that have 

been set aside.   
 
Mr. Thibeault:  In regard to the roof that was fixed last year at Hopkins Hill, 

how much of the reimbursement did we receive back from the state on that 
capital repair? 

 
Mr. West:  I understand that it takes a period of time before you get it back.  

We put about $280,000.00 in and we anticipate that we get 40% of that back one 
year at a time.  Two-year payback cycle. 

 
Mr. Hyde to Chief O’Rourke: I have spoken to you about the boat you have 

requested; I believe you found a boat that is cheaper? 
 
Chief O’Rourke:  Scott Duckworth is trying to get a motor from the Coast 

Guard. 
 
Mr. Hyde:  What is your next priority on the list? 
 
Chief O’Rourke:  The training facility, with $20,000 we could get it done. 
 
Scott Duckworth:  The Coast Guard can’t give any guarantees that there will 

be a motor available. The Chief does have an immediate need, and the Coast 
Guard is a long shot. 

 
Mr. Hyde:  Supports training facility as long as there is no firing of weapons.   
 
Mr. Jendzejec:  What about a bond for the school roof and let the public 

decide?   
 
Mr. Laboissonniere:  Could bring that forward, but that was one of the 

reasons I feel we need to move on the TIF Committee.  A lot of the infrastructure 
issues could be solved with that. 

 
Mr. Jendzejec:  I’m not sure, I’m kind of in a quandary also.  Don’t know if this 

should be done through a bond issue. 
 
Mr. Laboissonniere:  Personally feel that if we put $300,000 into school roof, 

should come out of their operating budget.   
 
Mr. Jendzejec:  Councilman Thibeault and I walked through the school, and 

there are quite a few leaks. 
 
Solicitor Sullivan:  Could also create a capital non-recurring fund and use for 

the school. 
 
Mr. Hyde to Brian Steverman:  What is your assessment of the roof? 
 
Mr. Steverman:  Have been patching for years.  Need to spend some money 

to replace at this point.   
 
Mr. Hyde:  So a patch job would be just a waste of money. 
 
Mr. Steverman:  Yes.  Roof was done in 1986.  It is 20 years old.   
 
 
 
 
Superintendent DiPietro:  Need roofs on Oak Haven, Blackrock, Western 



Coventry, and then Tiogue.  Flat River, Knotty Oak and the high school are 
extensive costs, you’re talking $3-$5 million.  I think the worst roof we have is the 
administration building.  Flat River about will cost about $1.3 million and the high 
school $2.2 million roughly. 

 
Mr. Thibeault.  Agree with Mr. Laboissonniere, absorb the money from 

somewhere else. 
 
President Jendzejec:  How much do we have in the capital non-recurring 

fund? 
 
Mr. West:  Probably about $125,000. 
 
Mr. Laboissonniere:  Any environmental testing done regarding these leaks? 
 
Mr. Steverman:  I can’t say that we have had any environmental issues. 
 
Mr. Laboissonniere:  This is part of our infrastructure, this is work that has to 

be done.  I can’t see adding another $300,000 without taking it from somewhere 
else.  Something else will have to suffer somewhere. 

 
Mr. Jendzejec:  Warren was talking that he has $125,000.00 and Mr.  

DiPietro stated he has $100,000,  now we’re up to $225,000, need another 
$75,000 to repair one roof. 

 
Mr. Laboissonniere:  Through the whole operating budget, we’ll be able to 

move dollars around and do that.  Money has to come out of somewhere.  I’m in 
favor of adding the $300,000 but take it out of the operating budget. 

 
Mr. Thibeault:  It does need to be repaired.  We can move money around to 

come up with the additional $75,000.00 
 
Mr. Hyde:  In agreement that roof has to be put on Oak Haven. 
 
Mr. Laboissonniere requested work session with Sheila Barrett and Brian 

Steverman to try to put heads together to come up with some type of plan for the 
future, to get a realistic scenario.  If we have a plan, then with the TIF 
Commission, can come up with something. 

 
Mr. Hyde:  We still have the remains of a school building committee.  Given 

the appropriate funds, they could oversee these projects. 
 
Mr. Hyde questioned if Anthony Village Green project is being taken care of.   
Mr. Sprague:  We contribute 10%, the grant from the state picks up 

$180,000.00.    
 
Mr. Hyde:  Just want to make sure we are contributing the 10%. 
 
Mr. Sprague:  It is my understanding that those monies were supposed to 

come out of the golf course fund.    
 
Mr. Hyde :  And this holds true for Rice Field renovation project too? 
 
Mr. Sprague:  Yes, earmarked in the “golf course” fund.  Only Anthony Village 

is 10%, the rest are 50/50 matches. 
 
Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Robert  Thibeault to close public 

hearing.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 
 
 
 



Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Gregory Laboissonniere to adopt 
Town Manager’s proposed Capital Improvement Budget with amendments of 
$20,000 for police training facility and $300,000 for school roof on Oak Haven 
School.  All voted Aye.  So  Voted.  Motion passes 4-0. 

 
Gregory Laboissonniere – Aye  Thaddeus Jendzejec - Aye 
Robert Thibeault – Aye   Frank Hyde – Aye 
 

 
 
 

Community Development Block Grant Application 
 
 Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Gregory Laboissonniere to 
open public hearing for Community Development Block Grant application. 
 

Paul Sprague, Acting Planner and Gail Holland, CDBG coordinator 
conducted presentation regarding the 2006 CDBG grant application and 
requested Council to prioritize activities, which is necessary in order for the 
town to receive money from the state and receive a CDBG grant. 
 
 The Council concurred with the opinion or the ranking order by the 
Planning Department as follows: 
 
 
 Housing Rehabilitation     $ 100,000 

Housing – Onsite Waste Water Program             50,000 
Housing Operating              25,000 
CHAC Comprehensive Home Ownership Program      50,000 
Planning:  Affordable Housing Plan        20,000 
CHAC Sewer Connection Project         47,000 
Spurwink/RI Group Home Renovations        28,250 
CHLT – Affordable Housing Assistance          5,000 

  
 

Resolution #29-06-2554  authorizing the Town Manager to execute 
agreement  regarding Community Development Block Grant 
 

 
RESOLUTION 

OF THE 
TOWN COUNCIL 
NO.  29-06-2554 

 
WHEREAS, funds are available under the Rhode Island Small Cities Community 

Development Block Grant Program, administered by the Community Development office; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of Rhode Island has authorized the Director 
of said Community Development office to disburse such funds; and, 
 

WHEREAS, it is in the interest of the citizens of the Town of Coventry that 
application be made to undertake a Small Cities Community Development Program. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of 
Coventry: 
 
 That the filing of this application for the amount of $330,250 implement the activities 
proposed herein hereby authorized and that the Acting Town Manager is hereby authorized 
and directed to file this application with the Community Development office, to provide any 
additional information or documents required by said office, to make any assurances 
required in connection with this program, to execute an agreement with the State of Rhode 
Island and to otherwise act as the Representative of the Town of Coventry in all matters 



relating to this application and any award which may be based upon this application. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this  24th day of  April 2006. 
 
 APPROVED:  Thaddeus Jendzejec       

      President 
 
ATTEST:  Cheryl A. George 
    Town Clerk 

 
 
Motion made by Gregory Laboissonniere seconded by Robert Thibeault to close 

public hearing.  All voted Aye.  Motion passes 4-0. 
 
Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded  by Gregory Laboissonniere that 

resolution is adopted.  All voted Aye. Motion passes 4-0.  So voted. 
 
Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Gregory Laboissonniere to adjourn 

meeting.  All voted Aye.  Motion passes 4-0. 
 
 
 
     _______________________________ 
      Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 


