
 
 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETNG 
May 8, 2006  
     6:00 p.m. 

 
 

• Public Comment 
 

Senator Lou Raptakis gave overview of Senate Bills S-2091, S-2129, S-2285,  
S-2202 and S-2295 for Town Council’s consideration. 
 
School Committee Chairperson Nancy Sprengelmeyer distributed a copy of letter 
sent to state legislators, drafted by the School Committee, regarding legislation and 
restricted funds. 
 

***** 
 
 

Present:  Gregory Laboissonniere, Robert Thibeault, Jr., Thaddeus Jendzejec,  
                     Justin Pomfret, Frank Hyde  
 
Acting Town Manager Richard Sullivan 
Town Solicitor Patrick Sullivan 
 
 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Town Sergeant 
Invocation led by President Jendzejec  
Town Sergeant reviewed Emergency Evacuation Plan 
 
 

Motion made by Gregory Laboissonniere seconded by Frank Hyde to approve 
minutes of Town Council Meeting April 24, 2006 
 
 

• CONSENT AGENDA 
 

1. Class F and Dance licenses for Our Lady of Czenstochowa Parish Festival     
    on July 14, 15 and 16, 2006. 

 
2. Applications for renewal of pool table licenses for: 

 
a. Junior’s Steak House, 17 Sandy Bottom Road 
b. VFW Post #9404, 29 South Main Street 

 
3. Resolution canceling Town Council meeting on June 12, 2006 

 
Mr. Hyde:  Are we canceling the June 12 meeting because of the Financial Town 
Meeting on the 13th? 
 
President Jendzejec:  Yes. 
 

Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Robert Thibeault to approve 
Consent Agenda.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION 
OF THE 

TOWN COUNCIL 
No.  30-06-2555 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
COVENTRY, STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE 
PLANTATIONS. 
 
RESOLVED:   

That the Town Council hereby cancels the Town Council meeting 
scheduled for June 12, 2006. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this   8th        day of     May , 2006. 

 
 APPROVED:  Thaddeus Jendzejec 

             President 
 
             ATTEST:   Cheryl A. George                                                  

Town Clerk  
 

 
• RESOLUTIONS: 

 
Motion made by Justin Pomfret seconded by Frank Hyde to approve resolutions 
supporting Senate Bills S-2992, S-2091, S-2129, S-2295 and S-2285.   All voted 
Aye.  So voted. 

 
Resolution # 31-06-2556 Supporting Senate Bill No. S-2292 “An Act 
Relating to Education – Foundation Level School Support” 

 
RESOLUTION 

OF THE 
TOWN COUNCIL 
NO. 31-06-2556 

 
RESOLVED by the TOWN COUNCIL of the Town of Coventry that the following IS 

HEREBY ADOPTED: 
 
WHEREAS, State Senators Raptakis, Sheehan, Lenihan, Cote and F. Caprio have co-
sponsored Senate Bill No. S 2292 an Amendment of Section 16-7-20 of the General Laws 
entitled “AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION – FOUNDATION LEVEL SCHOOL 
SUPPORT”; and 
 
WHEREAS, said proposed Act would provide that in determining local school aid, the state 
would annually provide each community no less than an amount equal to the aid given in 
the preceding fiscal year. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Coventry Town Council hereby expresses 
its support for Senate Bill No. S 2292 and urges the General Assembly to support this 
passage. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this   8th day of  May,  2006. 
 
 APPROVED:  Thaddeus Jendzejec       
        Council President 
 

 Resolution  #32-06-2557 Supporting Senate Bill No. S-2091 “An Act 
Relating to Open   Meetings” 

 



RESOLUTION 
OF THE 

TOWN COUNCIL 
NO.  32-06-2557 

 
RESOLVED by the TOWN COUNCIL of the Town of Coventry that the following IS 
HEREBY ADOPTED: 
 
WHEREAS, State Senators Raptakis, Walaska, McCaffrey, Blais and Breene have co-
sponsored Senate Bill No. S 2091 an Amendment of Chapter 42-46-15 of the General Laws 
entitled “AN ACT RELATING TO OPEN MEETINGS”; and 
 
WHEREAS, said proposed Act would allow for limited discussion during public forum or 
public comment times without violation of the open meetings act. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Coventry Town Council hereby expresses 
its support for Senate Bill No. S 2091 and urges the General Assembly to support this 
passage. 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this  8th  day of   May,  2006. 
 
 APPROVED : Thaddeus Jendzejec       
       Council President 
 
ATTEST:___Cheryl A. George 
    Town Clerk 
 
 

  Resolution #33-06-2558 Supporting Senate Bill No. S-2129 “An Act 
Relating to Education – Mandates” 

 
RESOLUTION 

OF THE 
TOWN COUNCIL 
NO. 33-06-2558 

 
RESOLVED by the TOWN COUNCIL of the Town of Coventry that the following IS 
HEREBY ADOPTED: 
 
WHEREAS, State Senators Raptakis, Lenihan, Blais, Cote and Walaska have co-
sponsored Senate Bill No. S 2129 an Amendment of Chapter 16-85 of the General Laws 
entitled “AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION – MANDATES”; and 
 
WHEREAS, said proposed Act would place restrictions on educational mandates. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Coventry Town Council hereby expresses 
its support for Senate Bill No. S 2129 and urges the General Assembly to support this 
passage. 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this   8th  day of May 2006. 
 
 
 APPROVED:   Thaddeus Jendzejec       
        Council President 
 
ATTEST: Cheryl A. George 
        Town Clerk 

  Resolution # 34-06-2559 Supporting Senate Bill S-2295  “An Act 
Relating to Towns and Cities – State Aid – Rhode Island Development 
Impact Fees” 
 

RESOLUTION 



OF THE 
TOWN COUNCIL 
NO. 34-06-2559 

 
 
RESOLVED by the TOWN COUNCIL of the Town of Coventry that the following IS 
HEREBY ADOPTED: 
 
WHEREAS, State Senators Raptakis, Sheehan, Lenihan, F. Caprio and Connors have co-
sponsored Senate Bill No. S 2295 an Amendment of Chapter 16-5 of the General Laws 
entitled “AN ACT RELATING TO TOWNS AND CITIES – STATE AID – RHODE ISLAND 
DEVELOPMENT IMPACT FEES”; and 
 
WHEREAS, said proposed Act would provide a housing bonus to school districts to offset 
increased education expenses resulting from the development of low or moderate income 
housing units.  The amount of the bonus would be in the amount of $1,250 for each such 
unit; and 
 
WHEREAS, said proposed Act would also allow cities and towns to assess an impact fee 
for the impact on education resulting from low and moderate income housing construction. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Coventry Town Council hereby expresses 
its support for Senate Bill No. S 2295 and urges the General Assembly to support this 
passage. 
 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this  8th day of May 2006. 
 
 
 APPROVED:  Thaddeus Jendzejec       
       Council President 
 
ATTEST:  Cheryl A. George 
          Town Clerk 

 
 
 

Resolution #35-06-2560 Supporting Senate Bill No. S-2285 “An Act 
Relating to Towns and Cities – Rhode Island Development Impact Fees” 

 
RESOLUTION 

OF THE 
TOWN COUNCIL 
NO.  35-06-2560  

 
RESOLVED by the TOWN COUNCIL of the Town of Coventry that the following IS 
HEREBY ADOPTED: 
 
WHEREAS, State Senators Raptakis, Sheehan, Lenihan, F. Caprio and Connors have 
co-sponsored Senate Bill No. S 2285 an Amendment of Sections 45-22.4-3, 45-22.4-4 
and 45-22.4-5 of the General Laws entitled “AN ACT RELATING TO TOWN AND 
CITIES – RHODE ISLAND DEVELOPMENT IMPACT FEES”; and 
 
 
 
WHEREAS, said proposed Act would allow cities and towns to assess an impact fee for 
the impact on education resulting from low and moderate income housing construction. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Coventry Town Council hereby 
expresses its support for Senate Bill No. S 2285 and urges the General Assembly to 
support this passage. 
 



 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this  8th day of  May 2006. 
 
 
 APPROVED:  Thaddeus Jendzejec 
       Council President 
 
ATTEST:   Cheryl A. George 
   Town Clerk 

 
 
 
 Resolution # 36-06-2561 affirming award of contract for 

Comprehensive Plan’s 5 Year Update for the Department of Planning and 
Development  

 
RESOLUTION 

OF THE 
TOWN COUNCIL 
NO. 36-06-2561 

  
RESOLVED : 
 
That the Town Council hereby affirms the award of a contract by the Acting Town 
Manager pursuant to Chapter 2, Section 2-191 of the Town Code of Ordinances for the 
Comprehensive Plan‘s 5 Year Update for the Department of Planning and Development:  
 
Anthony W. Lachowicz 
Samuel J. Shamoon, AICP 
Planning and Zoning Consultants 
PO Box 374 
Wakefield, RI  02880      $53,440.00  
 
 
Funding for a portion of this service is provided for in the 2005/2006 Department of 
Planning and Development budget.  The balance is to be funded in the 2006/2007 
Department of Planning and Development budget. 
  

PASSED AND ADOPTED this   8TH day of   May  , 2006. 
 

APPROVED :   Thaddeus Jendzejec 
    President 
 
ATTEST:  Cheryl A. George  

                                 Town Clerk 
 
 
 

Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Robert Thibeault to approve 
resolution.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 

 
 
 
 

Resolution # 37-06-2562 amending establishment of TIF Commission 
 

Mr. Thibeault:  Need to identify whether TIF is a viable economic and 
capital improvement tool for the Town of Coventry.  Once that is determined, 
what the commission would do is create a policy or blueprint as to how TIF would 
be used in Coventry. 
 

lf the Commission were to basically take a business person from 



Coventry, Planning Board member, person with legal background, town finance 
director, two councilmen, two members of the public basically to get input from 
various people as to what can draw a business into the town, what type of 
construction, what can we do to entice the businesses into the town, from there 
create a financial model as to whether or not the proposed TIF project would be 
viable.   
 

Basically the nine members of this commission would determine the 
viability of TIF as a whole and then take the whole process of applying for a TIF 
and directing the process to the end.   
 

President Jendzejec:  It states “a” TIF district, does that mean we are only 
going to have one TIF finance district created, or would there be more? 
 

Mr. Thibeault:  Basically as many TIFs as we can possibly create.  The 
criteria or the blueprint would determine how we would establish a TIF.  We could 
establish multiple TIFs if the situations call for it. 
 

President Jendzejec:  Another concern is that from the resolution we 
passed in November of 2005  to the resolution you are proposing tonight, there is 
no representation from the school district.  They have quite a few buildings that 
need capital improvements, I‘m very concerned that they are not represented as 
part of this commission and I believe at least one member from the school district 
should be a representative and one member from the general public be taken 
out, only because we are going to have a heavily laden general public side and 
no one from the school district. 
 

Mr. Thibeault:  I believe that it is important to have members of the general 
public. 
 

President Jendzejec:  I’m not saying that it’s not important to have 
members from the general public, but it’s important to have members from the 
school district, where the  buildings are $15 million dollars in disrepair. 
 

Mr. Thibeaut:  I understand that, I’ll try to explain my position.  The 
position being that we need a member who owns a business and someone who 
is versed in construction to basically understand the needs of the business that is 
coming into town.  A businessman who owns a business in Coventry knows the 
nuances of doing business in Coventry.  A construction worker knows the 
nuances of building businesses and residences so they would know what 
builders are looking for, what people looking to invest in the community are 
looking for.  As far as not having representation from the School Committee, 
there are a lot of other departments in town that would also benefit from tax 
increment dollars.  The Town Engineer may have some projects she wants to 
work on, the Department of Public Works could benefit as well.  With the school 
department, if the TIF is over $250,000.00, the School Building Committee would 
actually be involved and that would be the representation  that you are speaking 
of, I believe. 
 

President Jendzejec:  I don’t know if it is the School Building Committee 
that would be involved if we were to do that with TIF funds, I think that is 
something the solicitor might look into.   
 

Solicitor Sullivan:  By Charter it would be anything over $250,000.00.  This 
school building committee is still intact, you would just have to reconstitute it if 
the occasion arose. 
 

President Jendzejec:  Well if that’s the case, I think we should have 
someone from the School Building Committee and a member of the School 
Committee.  I just really think that the school district is not being represented 
here whatsoever, and they need to be represented. 
 



Mr. Thibeault:  It is my opinion that the focus of this TIF Commission is 
economic development and capital improvement. Capital improvement means for 
the entire town.  There are other parties that would be interested in receiving 
incremental TIF dollars.   
 

The last paragraph here states that the commission will receive testimony, 
data, evidence or other information relative to the purpose of the commission 
from any individual, group, department or other interested parties.  So, the Town 
Engineer, Department of Public Works, the School Committee, whoever, would 
have the forum to address those concerns once the commission is seated. 
 

President Jendzejec:  Then why don’t we just make it a full public board? 
 

Mr. Laboissonniere:  With the commission, the Town Council will have two 
members on there.  We are in essence responsible with the capital needs.  We 
have a complete document that the school committee has provided to us 
regarding $15 million in funds, which could be an integral part of this study going 
forward to put together the TIF.  Therefore, the schools in essence are 
represented by that complete document.  In the TIF model that I’ve been 
discussing,  to start would create one financing district, which hopefully  will be 
presented as the condos which have already been approved at the Centre of 
New England. 
 

The project districts do not have to be one and the same.  They can be 
separate and do not have to be contiguous according to state law, so the 
commission will be charged with finding those particular projects, defining them 
and bringing them into the fold.  They can take all of the report from the School 
Committee, they can take a portion of it, but the whole idea of putting the TIF 
together is to address the capital needs that the school has put before us as well 
as other needs, such as sewers in town.    There are a number of other capital 
issues.   
 

Solicitor Sullivan:  This commission is just to figure the feasibility of the TIF 
Commission, and then you would have to appoint another commission.  The 
resolution required that a report be made by September. 
 

Mr. Laboissonniere:  We do need to have the study done, but immediately 
upon completing that study, we do need to identify that finance district because 
construction has already begun and according to state law the TIF is not 
retroactive.  We can’t go backwards and identify that tax increment from any 
point.   

 
Mr. Hyde:  Believes that the appointment of the Chairperson and other 

appointments should be made by entire council, not just the President.   
 

President Jendzejec:  If you want to amend that now, that’s fine. 
 

Mr. Hyde:  Yes, I think it should be a democracy.   
 

President Jendzejec:  That’s a good point that you should bring up 
democracy, and we again don’t have any representation from our school district. 
  
 

Mr. Hyde:  I’m reading along here and it caught my eye that it states 
“commission established herein shall consist of nine members, two town council 
members who shall be appointed by the President, one town council member 
shall serve as the Chairperson who shall be appointed by the President”.  I think 
that we should work as a team. 
 

President Jendzejec:  That’s the same wording as the resolution that we 
passed last November, but that’s fine, would be happy to change that if it pleases 
the council. 



 
Mr. Hyde:  Well, how do we feel?  Do we want to make this change? 

 
Mr. Laboissonniere:  Don’t see where it says that the President shall 

choose the Chairman, but just appoint the two council members and that one of 
them should become the Chairman. 
 

Mr. Hyde:  Ok, if you’re comfortable with it, and everyone else is. 
 

Mr. Laboissonniere:  I’m comfortable with it. 
 

Mr. Hyde:  No harm meant. 
 

President Jendzejec: You’re voicing your opinion, and that’s great.  As this 
resolution stands right now, I can’t vote for it because of the lack of 
representation in the school district. 
 

Mr. Hyde:  We need to move it forward, and it’s only to look into whether  
this is viable.  So, we take out some language, add a person, trade-off.  Would 
you be happy with a school committee person? 
 

Mr. Laboissonniere:  I don’t have a problem with that.  Maybe take out one 
person from the general public and have one person from the school committee. 
 

Mr. Hyde: We need to move forward, and I’m willing to do that, but I also 
want to make a comment.  I think Bob is most capable, over myself.   
 

Mr. Jendzejec:  I agree.  He has been diligent in his research and has kept 
us informed of many things regarding the TIF Commission. 
 

Mr. Hyde feels that Mr. Thibeault should be the Chairperson. 
 

President Jendzejec:  I do want representation from the School 
Committee. 
 

Mr. Laboissonniere:  I think that nine is an appropriate number, we can 
make the change to put “one” school committee person and “one” from the 
general public.  So, if we can make that change it will appease everybody and 
will have representation all the way through. 
 

President Jendzejec:  So we will make those amendments, it will be “one” 
member from school committee, “one” member from general public.   
 

Mr. Laboissonniere:  Could put the school committee chairperson or 
his/her designee. 
 

President Jendzejec:  That sounds good to me also.  Then, amendment 
should read as follows:  one member to be the chairperson of the School 
Committee or his/her designee, correct, and one member of the general public. 

Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Robert Thibeault that resolution 
is adopted as amended.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 
Commission would be:  Robert Thibeault, Chairman 
         Frank Hyde 
        Warren West, Finance 
         Paul Sprague, Planning 
         Nancy Sprengelmeyer, School Committee 
 

General public members can be interviewed at the next meeting in 
executive session. 

RESOLUTION  
OF THE 



TOWN COUNCIL 
NO.____37-06-2562_______               

 
WHEREAS, The Town Council recognizes the unmet capital needs of the Town of 
Coventry and seeks an alternative method of funding these improvements in a way so as 
not to further burden the taxpayers of Coventry, and whereas, the creation of a study is 
deemed appropriate, the Town Council  
 
THEREFORE, establishes the Coventry Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Study Commission 
(hereinafter referred to as “the Commission”). The purpose of the Commission shall be to 
investigate the feasibility of using Tax Increment Financing as an economic development 
and capital improvement tool as defined in R.I.G.L 45-33.2. If the Commission is to 
recommend to the Town Council that Tax Increment Financing is a viable economic 
development and capital improvement tool, the Commission shall also be responsible for 
drafting a Tax Increment Financing Policy. The TIF Policy shall be a comprehensive plan 
that includes the criteria for establishing a TIF District, a defined application and review 
process, a defined plan for how the tax increment will be invested in the TIF District, and 
the creation of a financial model that will be used to determine the viability of a proposed 
TIF District.    
               * Amended from ten (10)  
The commission established herein shall consist of nine *(9) members. Two (2) Town 
Council members, who shall be appointed by the President; one Town Council member 
shall serve as the Chairperson who shall be appointed by the President and who shall be 
responsible for conducting all meetings, hearings, and work sessions; the Finance Director 
of the Town of Coventry or his/her designee; the Planning Director of the Town of Coventry 
or his/her designee; *the Chairperson of the School Committee or his/her designee;  
one (1) member of the general public who owns a business in Coventry; one (1) member of 
the general public with a legal background; one (1) member of the general public with a 
background in construction; and *(1) member of the general public. *Amended from two 
(2). 

The commission may request and receive testimony, data, evidence, or other 
information relative to the purpose of the commission from any individual, group, 
department or other interested parties. The commission shall, with the town manager's 
approval, receive from any department of this town any assistance, records and/or data 
that the commission deems necessary to carry out its duties. The commission shall issue a 
final report, together with any recommendations to the Town Council on or before the first 
regularly scheduled town council meeting in September 2006. The Commission shall expire 
30 days after issuing its final report.  

 
 Passed and adopted this   8th   day of  May , 2006. 
 
  APPROVED:  Thaddeus Jendzejec 
             President 
ATTEST:   Cheryl A. George 
  Town Clerk 
 
 *  Amends Resolution 105-05-2515 in its entirety 

 
• PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

Second Hand Renewals 
 

a.   Donna R. Laucks, dba D’s Walk In Closet, 749 Tiogue Avenue 
b. Christine Ludka dba Sew-Phisticated, 303 S. Main St. 
c.  Mark R. Reinstein, Blockbuster Video, 1036 Tiogue Ave 
d. Simply Fabulous Designer Resale Boutique, 157 Sandy 

 Bottom Road 
e.  Hollywood Video, 760 Tiogue Avenue 
f.  Glory and Ray Messier, Snooze U Lose, 47 Sandy Bottom Road 

 
 
 Councilman Hyde recused himself from voting on Second Hand licenses due to 



the proximity of his business to Hollywood Video. 
 

 Motion made by Gregory Laboissonniere seconded by Robert Thibeault to open 
public hearings.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 
 No one spoke in favor or against. 
 

Motion made by  Gregory Laboissonniere seconded by Justin Pomfret to close 
public hearings.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 

Motion made by Justin Pomfret seconded by Gregory Laboissonniere to approve 
Second Hand licenses.  Motion passes 4-0. 

 
 
 
Auto Salvage Renewals 
 

John l. Carlos dba A. Carlos & Sons, Auto Salvage, 625 Hope Furnace Road 
 

Motion made by Justin Pomfret seconded by Robert Thibeault to open public 
hearings.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 

No one spoke in favor or against. 
 
Motion made by Justin Pomfret seconded by  Frank Hyde to close public 

hearings.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 
Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Justin Pomfret to approve license 

renewal.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 
 
Gerald Capozzi dba Capozzi’s Auto Sales & Salvage, Inc., 2011 New 

London Turnpike 
 
Motion made by Justin Pomfret seconded by Frank Hyde to open public 

hearings.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 
No one spoke in favor or against. 

 
Motion made by Justin Pomfret seconded by  Frank Hyde to close public 

hearings.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 

Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Justin Pomfret to approve license 
renewal.   All voted Aye.  So voted. 

 
Pearl A. Strembicki dba  Frank and Son Towing and Auto Salvage, 

285 Read School House Road 
 
Motion made by Gregory Laboissonniere seconded by Robert Thibeault to open 

public hearing.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 
No one spoke in favor or against. 
 
Motion made by Gregory Laboissonniere seconded by Justin Pomfret to close 

public hearing.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 

  Motion made by Frank Hyde seconded by Justin Pomfret to approve license.  All 
voted Aye.  So voted. 

 
 

• Abandonment of portion of Hammet Road (tabled from March 27) 
 



Motion made by Justin Pomfret seconded by Gregory Laboissonniere to remove 
from table.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 

 
In Favor:  Mario Colardo and Olga Yankov, abutting property owners, want to 

move forward with abandonment.     
 

Solicitor Sullivan:  I know there are issues regarding access.  I know the town 
clerk’s office received a call today from the other attorney who wanted this continued.  
The Council can act this evening if you want, but it may engender some access issues.  
Do you folks understand that if this is acted upon, you will have to deal with this on your 
own.  If this is granted tonight, this property will become yours.  There was an agreement 
being worked on regarding access, one of the attorneys asked for a continuance.  But, if 
the council grants this tonight, it may cause some other issues that the town will not be 
involved with, but you will be with your neighbor.  

 
Mr. Laboissonniere:  Do you see any problems with continuing this?  We were 

discussing options, and the concerns of the neighbors. 
 

Attorney Sullivan:  This would shift the burden to them and away from the town. 
 
Mr. Hyde:  By abandoning, there is no legal repercussion? 

   
Attorney Sullivan:  It becomes a private issue. 
 
Mr. Hyde:  Who owns the road? 
 
Attorney Sullivan:  The town owns it now. 
 
Mr. Hyde: Who maintains the road? 
 
Attorney Sullivan:  It is unimproved. 
 
Mr. Laboissonniere:  What if the town just retained this and closed the road? 
 
Attorney Sullivan:  If we abandon this, it shifts the burden to the residents.  Would 
shift burden away from the town. 

   
Mr. Laboissonniere:  There would be a private agreement between the 
landowners and people in Scituate. 

 
Motion made by Justin Pomfret seconded by Gregory Laboissonniere to close 
public hearing.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 

 
 Motion made by Justin Pomfret seconded by Gregory Laboissonniere to abandon 
portion of Hammet Road.  All voted  Aye.  So voted. 
 
 

• Change of Zone – Brookside Center  
 
Motion made by Gregory Laboissonniere seconded by Robert Thibeault to open 

public hearing. 
 

Brookside Center (former Almacs Plaza), Nooseneck Hill Road, Coventry, RI 
from General Business (GB) to Planned District (PD)  

 
John Revens Jr., Esq. 
946 Centreville Road 
Warwick, RI   
 

Attorney Revens:  I represent the applicant.  As you know this matter has 
been before the Planning Commission two or three times.  Been working on this 
two or three years.  We received recommendation from the Planning 



Commission proposing a mixed use development of office, restaurant, retail and 
residential.  Residential will be both condos and apartments, all two bedroom 
units.  Subject parcel about 27 acres of land, 13 acres of site suitable for 
development.   
 

I’ve been asked a couple of times recently whether there was a 
willingness on the part of my client to consider a municipal facility.  This is a 
conceptual plan, it can change somewhat. 
 

But, would like to get this zoning amendment adopted tonight so that we 
can move forward with the process.  This process will take at least six months 
before we can go back to Planning.   
 

Dennis DiPrete 
Registered Professional Engineer 

 
Mr. DiPrete: I’ve been working on this project since 2004 as one of the project  
engineers.   This is a conceptual plan, mostly at a conceptual level, with a  village 
type atmosphere, village lighting.  Will be submitting more in the future.  Most of 
the project is a redevelopment project, 110,000 square feet of commercial space. 
  

 
We will be submitting more details with the architecture. Colonial 

appearance.  Although this is a large project, the engineering is relatively simple. 
 Will upgrade the drainage. Traffic numbers are comparable to what would be in 
a shopping center.   Can comply with Planning Board criteria. 
 

Mr. Revens:  Need to apply for  D.E.M and D.O.T permits.  It  will take 
several months to do the engineering. The drainage system will be a big 
improvement environmentally.  Maybe be ready spring of 2007. 
 

Mr. Laboissonniere:   This is in a portion of my district.  We are exploring 
tax increment financing.  We’ve seen the project since the beginning with the 
proposed town center.  The concern is that now with the other portion that was 
proposed, that makes this more viable in this area yet.  One of my concerns is 
that we have  been shy on commercial and industrial type space, and personally 
would love to remain there, but I’m happy to see anything that will put this back 
onto the tax rolls in a positive manner. 
 

Mr. Hyde asked about town center project.   
 

Mr. Revens:  The plan has been revised  a bit since then  through the 
Planning Board process.   Mr. Frobel previously said that the town couldn’t afford 
the center, so the building is still there today with a 10,000 square foot footprint. 
 

Mr. Laboissonniere:  There was a financing problem, had problem with the 
long term lease.  
 

Mr. Hyde:  We may have found a mechanism to finance it.  One question 
is as far as the septic, are you prepared to hook up to the municipal line. 
 

Mr. Revens:  Yes, will tie into the sewer system. 
 

Mr. Hyde:  Pleased that there may still be possibility of working with the 
town on a town center. 
 

Mrs. Spengelmeyer:  What are we looking at in terms of children?  
Concerned about impact on community. 
  

Mr. Revens:  Originally had 16 buildings, reduced to 14.  Fifty-six 
proposed units for condos and 48 units for apartments.  All two bedroom units.  
We have data that shows nationally in terms of children in apartments about 10 



per 100 units.  In RI data would be 3-4 per hundred.  In Warwick, Royal Crest, 
about 6 children out of 200+ apartments in Royal Crest.  The people you get in 
these apartments are people who choose to rent because they don’t want to buy. 
 The apartments will probably be $1200.00 and up. 
 

Mr. Hyde:  Would you be agreeable to changing the name to maybe the 
Town Center rather than Brookside Center? 
 

Mr. Revens:  If you occupy space and become a major tenant, or building 
owner, yes. 
 
William Hall 
1053 Tiogue Avenue 
 

Mr. Hall:  I am the training officer for four fire districts in Coventry.  Have 
been using the property for training, would like to publicly thank Churchill and 
Banks for allowing us to use that property for training purposes. 
 

As an abutter, am concerned about the water that flows behind my 
property from the Mishnock River.  I get flooding in my back yard.  Something 
needs to be done with the culvert, it doesn’t work.  I do look favorably on this 
project.  Would like to see something productive happen.   
 

President Jendzejec:  Is this something we can address? 
 

Mr. Revens:  Yes, Mr. Hall has already brought this to our attention six or 
eight months ago.  This will be part of our drainage analysis, will have to figure it 
out.  Whatever we do, it will make the situation better.  That drainage system in 
there now is old.  The new system will be designed to take care of the waste 
water problems.   
 

Scott Duckworth had questions regarding traffic study. 
 

Dennis DiPrete:  Would be equal or less than if plaza was occupied by 
shopping. 
 

Mr. Duckworth:  Probably the gross effect will be more with Walmart next 
door. 
 

Mr. DiPrete:  D.O.T.  is planning to upgrade the road, scheduled for next 
year. 
 

Mr. Duckworth: The zoning change will allow for residential? 
 

Mr. Revens:  The site is now zoned for business.  We would be changing 
and it  will be a downgrade. 
 

Mr. Hyde:  Questioned type of access. 
 

Mr. Revens:  Two or three entrance/exits  and then a way to pass through 
to Walmart.  It would be a one-way in by the culvert. 
 

Ronald Ghizzarelli:  In favor.   
 

Motion made by  Frank Hyde seconded by Justin Pomfret to close public 
hearing.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 

Mr. Revens:  These are conceptual plans.  Need the zone change to be 
able to go to D.O.T. and D.E.M. for necessary permits. 
 

Mr. Laboissonniere:  It has the recommendation of the Planning Board for 
the zone change. 



 
Solicitor Sullivan:  This is only a zone change.  Doesn’t bind the town to 

anything. 
 

Motion made by Gregory Laboissonniere seconded by Justin Pomfret to 
grant zone change.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 

Motion made by Justin Pomfret seconded by Robert Thibeault to adjourn 
meeting.  All voted Aye.  So voted. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.                                           
 
 
 
     _______________________________ 
      Town Clerk 
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