
Town Council Meeting  
May 14, 2014 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – 6:00 PM 
 
A. For the purpose of discussing matters of potential litigation as per RIGL 42-46-5(a)(2) 

 
1. Warren West vs. Town of Coventry et als 
2. Evergreen vs. Town of Coventry 
3. Pawtucket Credit Union 

 
B. Review of qualifications for Boards and Commission appointments as per RIGL 42-46-5 (a)(1) 

 
1. Coventry Housing Authority 
2. Zoning Board of Review 

 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING – 7:00 PM 
 
Present:  President Gary Cote, Vice-President Kerry McGee, Councilwoman Carlson, 
               Gregory  Laboissonniere, Town Manager Thomas Hoover, Town Solicitor 
               Frederick Tobin 
 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Chief Volpe 
Moment of Silence in memory of Richard Keenan 
Review of Emergency Evacuation Plan 
 
 A motion was made by Vice-President McGee second by Councilwoman Carlson recess back 
to regular session and to seal minutes of Executive Session.  Roll call vote, all voted Aye. 
 
President’s Comments 
 
 Councilwoman Carlson announced that the First Annual Family Fishing event will take place on 
June 21, beginning at 7 a.m. near the causeway on Arnold Road.  The Pawtuxet River Authority will 
provide bait, there will be prizes and DEM will stock the lake.  Michael Breault of the Pawtuxet River 
Authority will answer any questions that you may have.  Hopefully this will become an annual event. 
 
Approval of Town Council minutes April 24 and April 28, 2014 
 
 A motion was made by Vice President McGee seconded by Councilwoman Carlson to approve 
minutes.  All voted Aye. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
1.  Resolution establishing Town Council summer meeting schedule on June 23, July 14 
and August 18, 2014. 
 
 A motion was made by Councilwoman Carlson seconded by Councilman Laboissonniere to 
approve resolution.  All voted Aye. 
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2. Application for Class F and Dance licenses for annual parish festival of Our Lady of  
Czenstochowa, 445 Washington Street on June 27, 28 and 29, 2014  
 
 A motion was made by Vice-President McGee seconded by Councilman Laboissonniere to 
approve.  All voted Aye. 
 
3.    Application by Hattoy’s Nursery, 315 Blackrock Road for annual one day live show/entertainment  
license, proceeds to benefit the Gloria Gemma Breast Cancer Resource Foundation/RI Chapter of 
Pink Heels on June 21, 2014 
 
 Mr. Hattoy  explained that this is the third year they have held the event, which they began 
when his aunt was diagnosed with breast cancer.  We have raffles, donations, music, free food, plant 
sales and donate all money to the Gloria Gemma Breast Cancer Foundation/RI Chapter of Pink Heels. 
 
 Vice-President McGee has attended the event, commenting that they get a good turnout and it 
is for a very good cause.  He made a motion seconded by Councilman Laboissonniere to approve 
application and waive the fee.  All voted aye. 

 
H.    LICENSES 
 

1.  Application for 90 day Peddler license for hot dog cart by Christine Raboin, 10 Pine  
Ave., Coventry  
 

Ms. Raboin stated that this is a first time venture for her and she would like to be located on 
Arnold Road.  Manager Hoover asked that she let the police department know where she will operate 
from when she decides on a location.     
 
 A motion was made by Vice-President McGee seconded by Councilwoman Carlson to approve 
license subject to retail sales permit.  All voted Aye. 
 

       2.  Application for Hawker’s license by S & T’s Fireworks, Shane Rokowski, 35 Roath St.,  
Norwich, CT to be located at 792 Tiogue Avenue 
 
 Location is next to Dunkin Donuts on Tiogue Avenue.  A motion was made by Vice-President 
McGee,  seconded by Councilwoman Carlson to grant license subject to fire marshal approve.  All 
voted aye. 
 
      3. Application for Hawker’s license by Keystone Novelties Distributors, LLC, 201 Seymour  
St., Lancaster, PA, to be located at 635 Washington Street, Coventry  

 
Leo Shaw of Attleboro, Mass. was present representing Keystone Novelties and he operates a 

store in Pawtucket.  He advised that they will use a tent at this particular location.  
 
 A motion was made by Vice-President McGee seconded by  Councilwoman Carlson to 
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approve application subject to an up-to-date retail sales license from the state of Rhode Island along 
with fire marshal approval.  All voted Aye. 

 
 Manager Hoover added that the town ordinances  allow five peddler/hawker licenses at one 

time and we now have five approved.  There was another potential applicant for a fireworks permit, but 
I indicated to him that the town only allows five licenses at once and he stated that he will try a little 
earlier next year.  Manager Hoover suggested that the Council might want to review this ordinance at 
some point.  President Cote agreed, stating that we may be depriving other residents of earning some 
money .   

  
    Councilman Laboissonniere asked if someone were to set up in a building, for example to lease 

one of the vacant businesses, whether that would require a hawker/peddler license.  Solicitor Tobin 
indicated that a hawker/peddler license would not be needed in that case.  Councilman Labossonniere 
suggested listing local available space for rent and the hawker/ peddler could rent a building. 

 
I.     RESOLUTIONS 
 

1. Discussion and resulting action on reappointing Glen Underwood, Patricia Pare and William 
Rogers to the Coventry Library Board of Trustees  

 
A motion was made by Vice-President McGee seconded by Councilwoman  Carlson to 

approve resolution.  All voted aye.  
 

2. Discussion and resulting action on appointing Charles Bowen, Linda Breault and Cheryl Davis 
to the Friends of Human Services  

 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Carlson seconded by Councilman Laboissonniere to 

approve resolution.  All voted aye.   
 

       3.  Discussion and resulting action on appointing Paul St. Armand as an Auxiliary Member of the 
Historic District Commission  
 

A motion was made by Vice-President McGee seconded by Councilwoman Carlson to approve 
appointment.  All voted aye.  
 

4  .Discussion and resulting action on appointing Arthur Capaldi,  Esq. as the Moderator for the 
Financial Town Meeting to be held on Tuesday June 10, 2014 

 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Carlson seconded by Councilman Laboissonniere to 

approve resolution.  All voted aye. 
 
5.  Discussion and resulting action on approving the proposed budget for FY 2014-2015  

 
A motion was made by Vice-President McGee seconded by Councilman Laboissonniere to 

approve resolution.    All voted Aye 
 

6.  Discussion and resulting action authorizing the Town Manager to award a contract to T. Miozzi 
Inc. for providing to the Town of Coventry Department of Public Works for the 2014 construction 
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season Class 1, Type I – 1 Bituminous Concrete leveling and Overlay Mix in Place at a cost $72.00 
per ton and Class 1, Type I – 1 Bituminous Concrete F. O. B. Plant at a cost of $65.00 per ton 
 

Public Works Director Kevin McGee explained that we are choosing to piggy back onto the West 
Greenwich bid; these are phenomenal prices.   We spoke with Mr. Miozzi and he said that he will 
provide us with the same pricing as the bid from West Greenwich, Richmond and Exeter at $72.00 per 
ton in place.  We have an opportunity to do projects that we couldn’t do without this price and the 
price.  In addition, the price is only $65.00 if we pick it up ourselves.  Otherwise, asphalt plants are 
supplying asphalt at about $85.00 a ton. 
 

Councilwoman Carlson asked if Coventry put out a request for proposals, Mr. McGee responded 
that we did not.  We piggybacked on to West Greenwich after they went out to bid.  Nobody is going to 
match these prices.   We may not do anything with this, but it affords us the opportunity.  Manager 
Hoover agreed that this is a great price. 
  

Councilwoman Carlson asked if we have used Mr. Miozzi’s product before and Director McGee 
responded that we have and went on to list several projects that Miozzi has done for Coventry. 
 Mrs. Carlson questioned the quality of his work as she has heard that there were problems with 
flooding after he did some work on Station Street.  Mr. McGee remarked that whenever there has 
been any little issue, he goes right out and takes care of it.  Although she supports town business, 
Mrs. Carlson questions whether Mr. Miozzi has actually been a good neighbor. 
 

Councilman Laboissonniere asked about inspection at the completion of the job.  President Cote 
responded said that the town has the final inspection and final say. 

 
 A motion was made by Vice-President McGee seconded by Councilman Laboissonniere to 
approve resolution.  Vote taken:  3 Voted Aye; Mrs. Carlson votes No.  Motion passes. 
 
7.  Discussion and resulting action with regards to supporting the substance, intent and spirit of the 
proposed referendum to put before the voters a Constitutional Amendment to include the Rhode Island 
General Assembly under the jurisdiction of the Rhode Island Ethics Commission for adjudication for 
non-compliance or violation of the Rhode Island Code of Ethics as presented in  the Joint Resolutions 
S-2034 and H-7593  

 
President Cote commented that this legislation would hold our legislators to the same ethical 

codes that we are held to. 
 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Carlson seconded by Vice-President McGee to 

approve.  All voted Aye. 
 

8.  Discussion and resulting action with regards to encouraging the Rhode Island General Assembly to 
support funding for FY 2015 to sustain the State Municipal Road and Bridge Revolving Fund  

 
 Manager Hoover explained that a new fund of  $7 million was set up by Treasurer Raimondo 
and the General Assembly for this fiscal year  for needed bridge and road repair.  Fourteen towns and 
cities applied for funding.  Coventry applied and our proposed project is for Reservoir Road sidewalks.  
Of 26 submitted projects, we were ranked #13 and were informed that numbers 1-10 were funded. 
This resolution supports a bill to go to the General Assembly to fund it again next year.  I am told that 
the same priority list will be kept, so we may have a pretty good chance next year.  This all depends 
on whether they have money in the fund.  Half of the money this year went to Pawtucket, with some to 
Barrington and Newport.  I would encourage your support. 
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A motion was made by Councilwoman Carlson seconded by Councilman Laboissonniere to 
approve resolution.  All voted aye. 

 
9.  Discussion and resulting action with regards to encouraging the Rhode Island General 

Assembly to oppose Senate Bill S-2677 and House Bill H-7631 pertaining to taxation exemptions on 
single family homes and condominiums  

 
 Finance Director Bob Thibeault commented that this is a bill similar to the bill that was brought 
to the General Assembly last year, creating a tax exemption for any house under construction.  It 
would prohibit us from collecting taxes on partially finished homes.  This year’s version of the bill is 
expanded to include foreclosed and auctioned homes.   
 
 Manager Hoover added that the RI League of Cities and Towns has taken a stand against this.   
A motion was made by Councilwoman Carlson seconded by Councilman Laboissonniere to approve 
resolution.  All voted aye. 

 
10.   Discussion and resulting action regarding authorizing the Town Manager to award a contract to 
Baxter, Dansereau & Associates, LLP for independent auditing services for FY 2014, with two (2) 
options for one year renewals at the prices shown attached  
 
 Finance Director Thibeault explained that Baxter Dansereau has performed the audit for the 
last three years and we have been satisfied with their performance and results.  They know the town 
and its operations. We are very comfortable with them and they were the lowest bidder. We have also 
received approval from the auditor general. 
 
 A motion was made by Vice-President McGee seconded by Councilman Laboissonniere to 
approve resolution.  All voted Aye. 
 
11.  Approving the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (DEM) for an Open 
Space Grant and to enter into a purchase and sales agreement for the acquisition of property owned 
by David Grote and Leea Grote for the sum of $400,000, to be paid by the DEM grant and the 
Coventry Land Trust  

 
 Planning Director Paul Sprague reviewed the proposed purchase.  If DEM awards this grant to 
the Town, DEM would contribute $187,500 plus half of the title search and closing fees.  The Town 
through the Land Trust has agreed to pay $212,500 plus half the title and land search.  It is important 
to note that if purchased, funding would not impact the general fund or town budget, but Land Trust 
funds would be used. 

 
  It is 50 acres of land that abuts the greenway, Stump Pond and the previously purchased 
Beaudoin property.  Unanimous approval by the Land Trust has been given.  Not one penny will 
come out of the general fund; there will be no impact on taxation.   This parcel  contains 48 acres with 
approximately 500 feet of  waterfront. 
 

 Councilman Laboissonniere asked about paying taxes on the property and whether the public 
would make use of the property for recreational purposes.   Manager Hoover said the property is 
assessed at about $500,000, what we would lose in taxes would be minimal.  The property will be 
owned by the town and the public would have access to the property for passive recreation. 

 
       A motion was made by Councilwoman Carlson seconded by Vice-President McGee to 
approve resolution.  All voted Aye. 
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12.  Discussion and resulting action requesting the General Assembly delegation representing the 
Town of Coventry to introduce and support legislation which would allow the Town of Coventry to 
place on the November 11, 2014 General Election ballot a referendum question to issue not more than 
$23,000,000 in bonds and notes to replace necessary Town infrastructure  
 
 Manager Hoover remarked that every year around budget time a question arises as to why we 
don’t we improve our infrastructure.  This resolution is informational, but there is also a time frame 
here.  The total package is $23 million, obviously something like this would be a referendum or  bond.  
It was put together from information  received from the police, DPW, Human Services and Parks and 
Recreation, that includes a  new police station for $12 million,  $10 million - $11 million for street and 
bridge infrastructure, drainage work, disabled and handicapped work; a backup generator for the 
Human Services Dept, which is also used as an emergency shelter.  If the Council decided to do this, 
it would need General Assembly approval before we could put it on a referendum and the General 
Assembly adjourns in about three weeks.  This is the last council meeting before that happens, so it 
would have to be approved this evening.  If it does happen and bonds are issued, the payment on 
those bonds would begin about June of 2015 and there wouldn’t be any tax impact until fiscal 2016 if 
done immediately.  I know this is a tough one to swallow, but the question has been asked every five 
years.  This is for your consideration and discussion.  If you had a 20 year bond, it would cost about 
$1.76 million a year with a one time tax increase of 2.67%.   Vice-President McGee believes that if this 
is put out to the voters, the ballot should be divided into separate items.   
 
 Councilman Laboissonniere asked for clarification that approval of this resolution tonight would 
only be for General Assembly approval and there would have to be additional action taken by the 
Council to decide what to put on the ballot, correct?  If we decided nothing, it would die.  Manager 
Hoover agreed, stating then in the future we would have to ask for approval again. 
 

A motion was made by Vice-President McGee seconded by Councilman Laboissonniere to 
approve resolution.  Vote taken:  3 voted Aye, President Cote voted no.  Motion passes. 

 
13.   Discussion and resulting action to receive the recommendations of the Charter Review 
Commission, approve recommended changes in language to the Town’s Home Rule Charter and 
request the Board of Canvassers of the Town of Coventry to place approved changes on the ballot of 
the November 11, 2014 General Election  
 
 Councilman Laboissonniere requested that recommendations be heard individually.  
Councilwoman Carlson agreed.  A motion was made by Councilman Laboissonniere seconded by 
President Cote to table resolution to June 23 meeting in order to discuss individually what needs to 
be put on the ballot.  All voted Aye. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
 Ken Jackson, 2799 Harkney Hill Road, spoke regarding the budget and feels that the voters 
need to vote down the municipal budget also.  
 
 Keith Taylor, 1 Haywood Road referred to section 3.01 of the Charter where it was suggested 
that there should be two at large members on the council.  It is no secret that Coventry is 
predominantly a Democrat town.  The majority had their chance, if a council member leaves the chair, 
then the minority should be given an opportunity.  The candidate with the most votes should be given 
that seat.   
 
 Nancy Sullivan, 6 White Oak Court, stated that the Council made the decision to appoint a 
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person to fill the vacancy in District 5 until the November election, at which time District 5 will vote on a 
person.  This council accepted applications and held interviews.  After interviews this Council failed to 
appoint a person to fill the seat.  I deserve to be represented.  Perhaps the council should get together 
and revisit the applicants.  All the residents deserve representation. I know the Town Council says 
they are here for all of the residents of the Town of Coventry, but each council person has only one 
vote.   
 
 With regard to Section 3.06 of the Charter, the residents of District 5 are going to be looking 
into when this change was made and when the voters approved it.  
 
 A motion was made by Vice-President McGee seconded by Councilwoman Carlson to adjourn 
meeting.  All voted Aye. 
 
 
    _________________________________________ 
     Town Clerk 
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