
 1 

 Town Council Meeting    
June 22, 2015 

 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – 6:00 PM 
 
A. Review of qualifications for Boards and Commissions appointments  

per RIGL 42-46-5 (a) (1) 
 

1. Planning Board 
 

B. For the purpose of discussing matters of litigation as per RIGL 42-46-5(a) (2) 
 

1. Colwell v. Town of Coventry Zoning Board of Review and Forcier v. Town of Coventry 
Zoning Board of Review 
 

C. For the purpose of discussing matters of possible litigation as per RIGL 42-46-5 (a) (2) 
 

1.  Coventry Fire District at Anthony Station 
 

A motion was made by Councilman Laboissonniere seconded by Vice-President Carlson to 
come out of Executive Session.  All voted Aye. 
 
 A motion was made by Councilman Laboissonniere seconded by Vice-President Carlson to 
seal minutes of Executive Session.  All voted Aye. 
 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING – 7:00 PM 
 
Present:  Vice-President Carlson, President Shibley, Councilwoman Duxbury, Councilman 
Laboissonniere, Councilman McGee, Town Manager Thomas Hoover and Solicitor Nicholas Gorham.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance  
Invocation by Manager Hoover 
Review of Emergency Evacuation Plan 
 
President’s Comments 
 
 President Shibley congratulated Coventry High School graduates, commenting that he was 
honored to speak at a very impressive  graduation ceremony last week.  
 
 He reminded citizens that the annual Our Lady of Czenstochowa Festival will take place on 
June 26, 27 and 28 this year.  This event always provides great food and music.  
 
Approval of Town Council minutes April 30 and May 18, 2015 
 
  A motion was made by Councilman McGee seconded by Councilman Laboissonniere to 
approve minutes.  All voted Aye. 
 
 A motion was made by Councilman Laboissonniere seconded by Councilwoman Duxbury to 
move item K. “ Proclamations” to the current position on the agenda.  All voted Aye. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS 
 

1. Recognizing Louis F. Mathews Jr. and Gregory J. Tougas Jr. on achieving the rank of 
Eagle Scouts 

 
 President Shibley presented a certificate of recognition to Louis F. Mathews, Jr., Troop 1, for 
attaining the rank of Eagle Scout.  Greg Tougas, who also achieved Eagle Scout rank, was 
recognized but unable to be present this evening to receive his certificate.   

 
2. Recognizing the Coventry High School Boys Varsity Volleyball Team for winning the State 

Title 
 

President Shibley along with Representatives Nardolillo and Roberts presented certificates 
from the Town of Coventry and the State of RI, congratulating the Coventry High School Boys 
Varsity Volleyball Team for winning the State Title 
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3. Recognizing the Coventry High School Boys Junior Varsity Volleyball Team for winning 
the State Title 

 
President Shibley, along with Representatives Nardolillo and Roberts, presented certificates of 

recognition from the Town of Coventry and the State of RI, to  the Coventry High School Boys Varsity 
Volleyball Team for winning the State Title 
 

4. Recognizing the Coventry High  School Girls Softball Team for winning the State Title 
 

          Vice-President Carlson along with Representatives Nardolillo and Roberts presented 
certificates from the Town of Coventry and the State of RI, congratulating the Coventry Girls Softball 
Team for winning the State Title 

 
5. Recognizing the Coventry Feinstein Middle School Girls Softball Team for winning the 

State Title 
 
6.  Recognizing Stephen Pratt for achieving first place in the University of Rhode Island 

Design Competition for Addressing Airport Needs 
  
 A motion was made by Councilman Laboissonniere seconded by Councilwoman Duxbury to 
table items 5 and 6 as there was no one present to accept proclamations.  All voted Aye. 
 
 A motion was made by Councilman McGee seconded by Councilman Laboissonniere to allow 
Frank Palin, Chairman of the Coventry Fire District Board, to speak in public comment at this time as 
he has an 8 p.m. meeting with the Fire District.  All voted aye.   
 
 Mr. Frank Palin addressed the Town Council, stating that he is speaking tonight with sorrow 
and anger directed at the Town of Coventry for a lack of action to help the fire district.  Public safety is 
at stake and this is the town’s responsibility. The Town Council previously provided a $300,000 loan 
to the Central Coventry Fire District,  then stopped helping, with the exception of providing free rental 
space in the annex.  The former Council’s inaction has cost the citizens of Central Coventry Fire over 
$3,000,000  fast approaching $4,000,000. He referred to Section 3.14 of the Charter, allowing the 
town to establish a department to provide services to the town’s residents, and if the town had done 
that we probably would have a fire department today.  
 Coventry Fire District is running out of money fast.  Overtime costs are over budget along with 
other costs.  The fire district started the year with over a $650,000 deficit, which is slowly increasing, 
and I do not believe we can save the district without a massive influx of cash.  RIGL 45-18-1 allows 
for cities and towns to make appropriations to local fire districts.  The district needs approximately 
$100,000 a month to stay alive.  And the town has established a precedent with the $300,000 loaned 
to Central Coventry.   
  
 Councilman McGee stated that he is sick and tired of hearing how this is the responsibility of 
the Town Council. He suggested that Mr. Palin apologizes to each and every taxpayer at the fire 
district meeting tonight for telling them that he could run a district with $430,000 less and then come 
back and ask for more money.  That was a total misconception.  This did not have to happen the way 
it did, and the fire district would still be alive if you did not lead a revolt at a public meeting.  It is not 
the responsibility of the Town Council to take care of poor management.   
 
 President Shibley announced that the rest of public comment will be at a later time in the 
meeting; Mr. Palin was allowed to speak early because he has a fire district meeting at 8:00 p.m. 
 
 A motion was made by Councilman Laboissonniere seconded by Councilman McGee to 
return public comment to its original location on the agenda.  All voted aye. 
 
COUNCIL DISTRICT UPDATES 
 
 Councilman McGee, District 3, remains concerned about the problems with the Coventry Fire 
District and getting answers.  
 
 Councilwoman Duxbury, District 5, announced that the town now has the ability to send robo 
calls or text messages of notifications for town meetings.  If you would like to participate, there are 
sign up sheets here tonight which require only your phone number and a list of which meetings you 
want to be notified of.  Your information will not be shared and will be removed if requested. 
  
 Councilwoman Carlson, District 1, announced that there will be a ground breaking ceremony  
in front of the annex for the Coventry Lumber Music Pavillion, located at the new Coventry Art park on  
Tuesday, July 7 at 10:00 a.m. and everyone is invited. 
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 Councilman Laboissonniere, District 2, is happy to see that we have new paving on Route 117 
and is also pleased to have the gazebo and music pavilion going in District 2. 
  
 President Shibley, District 4, has received calls and emails about the situation at Anthony Fire 
Station.  I can assure the residents that information  will be coming as the details are being worked 
out as to how this will be managed.  Also, on a sad note, Jeff Hakanson, President of the Lake Tiogue 
Association for many years passed away at the age of 57.  He was very dedicated and will be 
missed. 
 
SWEARING IN OF NEW POLICE OFFICERS 
 
 President Shibley administered the oath of office to new Coventry Police Patrolmen Paul A. 
Rebello, Wyatt Q. Huston, Nicholas J. Bruno, and Jason D. Green 
 
SCHOOL DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
 School Committee Chairwoman Kathy Patenaude reported a summary of reductions and cuts 
to the school budget since the Financial Town Meeting.    In addition the School Committee will meet 
on Tuesday, June 23 to relinquish care and control of the former Oak Haven school, effective  
June 30, 2015 with the plan being to give it back to the town.  The superintendent search continues 
and Mr. Michael Convery will serve as the immediate Interim superintendent.  The School Committee 
is in the process of contracting with a professional consultant firm to assist with the recruitment of an 
interim superintendent and ultimately superintendent of schools. 
 
 In referring to the budget, she was happy to report that JROTC has been funded for an 
additional year.  It was not funded at the $250,000 that was requested in the budget, but there is a 
very good chance that we would only have one teacher, so we cut the $250,000 down to $150,000.  
However, if we do have someone who applies for that position, will need to find $100,000.   
 
 We have a lot of pressure on us to restore certain things to the budget, so when we went back 
to the drawing board, we found that we had underestimated some of the health care savings, so we 
were able to bring back some things with those savings.  However, there remains no funding for 
library periodicals, school furniture, curriculum development, textbooks, additional software licenses, 
storage space or the RTI position.  In addition plowing this winter will be difficult with old trucks. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

  Ken Jackson, 2799 Harkney Hill Road, spoke regarding the $100,000 taken out of the school 
budget for ROTC, but yet raises for administration were funded. He finds it upsetting that they cut the 
science packages, but are funding raises. With regard to Oak Haven, he feels that it is clear that this 
building has to be a school, per contract, and suggested the School Committee reads up on that. 

 
  Stacy O’Gorman, 31 Elton Street, asked that Joe and Lisa Piccirilli’s MLS sheet be put on 

record, as it was advertised as having a “walk to the water”.  In addition, the Mohawk Street property 
is being blocked with shrubs and rocks with unclear boundaries.  She read a portion of a letter from 
the Attorney General to Manager Hoover dated May 13, 2015, as Atty. General Schultz had reviewed 
the North Road Public Right of Way.  He also referred to the lack of boundaries on the East Shore 
Drive right of way.  He further suggested that the Town post appropriate signs and mark the 
boundaries to encourage public access here. 

 
  Ms. O’Gorman commented that the town needs to replace the fence and at least one tree on 

the Elton Stret right of way and she would like to see an ordinance drafted regarding the removal of 
trees on a public right of way.  (Full report is on file in Council folder.) 

 
  Richard Reynolds, 501 Village Green Circle, remarked that this over 55 community pays town 

taxes but does not receive town services such as snow removal or trash removal.  The residents 
have to pay privately.  Mr. Reynolds suggested either reducing their taxes since they have to pay for 
services privately, or keep the taxes the same and have the town take over the services.  
 
 Lynn Bergeron, 8 Darius Lane, spoke regarding the 2% pay raises for school administration, 
yet there are people in town who do not work and are struggling with taxes or are on a fixed income. 
 
 Charles Vacca, 124 Fairway Drive, feels it would be a great honor if the greenway is named in 
memory of Guy Lefebvre.  Mr. Vacca feels the town should appoint a study committee to consider  
taking over the fire districts. 
 Marc O’Gorman, 31 Elton Street, spoke pertaining to the encroachment agreement between 
theTown of Coventry and Lori Lanoue, allowing her to maintain a public right of way on Lake Tiogue.  
That license should be revoked.  In addition there is a stairway which he feels could be unsafe, a 
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retaining wall that could be unsafe, invasive plantings, a sprinkler system on the right of way needs to 
be removed as well as a pump.  He submitted a letter to Manager Hoover from the Department of the 
Attorney General with regard to the Tiogue Lake right of way issues. 
 
  Charlotte Porter, 26 Sandra Circle, reported that the asphalt plants are operating on Sundays 
with the silos running, a horrible humming noise and offensive odors. 
 
 Robert Lawrence, 26 Darton Street, commented that answers are needed on the situation 
around Tiogue Lake.   This has been going on since 2010 and we need answers.  Mr. Hoover and 
 Mr. Shibley have not answered one e mail.   My sister in law said she is willing to pay to put up a 
fence and was told that she can’t do any construction there, yet another abutter has put up a dock 
and put a ladder into the water.  There is a liability there. 
 
 Fred Gralinski, 7 Hawthorne Drive, spoke on the Coventry Fire District’s downgraded ISO 
rating and assured the Council that the board is attending to it.  
 
REPORT OF THE CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
 
 Nancy Sullivan,  Chairwoman of the Citizens Advisory Committee, reported to the Town 
Council on findings of the Citizens Advisory Committee after their review of the Town Charter since its 
implementation in 1972 to present.  
 
 She explained how the Committee approached the task, and how they reviewed the charters, 
verified the changes and came to their current consensus that a main cause of concern with the 
charter is that there is no written procedure to certify the changes.  The Committee recommended a 
procedure to be implemented and made policy.   The procedure would be to implement  written 
procedures, as they feel there is no checks and balances procedure for verification of the charter, in 
order to ensure the accuracy of the Home Rule Charter and that it will not be in question in the future.  
 
 In arriving at this consensus, she further explained that the committee reviewed all past 
charters, recommended charter changes, review the ballots containing the changes, the changes that 
were approved by the citizens, and the submittal of those changes to the town’s code company for 
final changes.  
 
 Councilwoman Duxbury raised the question of how to proceed in making corrections and 
know that we are working with the correct copy.  Mr.Jackson replied that the final copy that General 
Code has should be official, although he is not sure if they have made the most recent changes yet.  
Manager Hoover added that Mr. Jackson’s color coded copy is very helpful.  Between the Manager’s 
Office, the IT Department and Town Clerk, we will work together so we can all be assured we are 
looking at the correct town charter. 
 
 Manager Hoover stated that the Citizens Advisory Committee did a fantastic job on the 
Charter and has begun working on their  next assignment, reviewing the senior tax freeze. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

1. Discussion and resulting action on approving a sewer tie in for 505 Office Condominium, Inc. 
located at 505 Tiogue Avenue 
 

2.   Discussion and resulting action on approving a sewer tie in for 759 Washington  Street  
 

3.   Application by Johnson’s Pond Civic Association for annual July 4 fireworks display    
 
     4.   Discussion and resulting action on approving the tax abatements and additions for May 2015  
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Carlson seconded by Councilman Laboissonniere to 
waive the fee for Johnson’s Pond Fireworks.  All voted Aye. 

 
 A motion was made by Councilman McGee seconded by Councilman Laboissonniere to 
approve Consent Agenda.  All voted aye. 

 
RESOLUTIONS 
 
    1.    Discussion and resulting action on appointing Russell Lacaillade (full member) and Jeanne 
Kostyla and Irene Drew (alternate members) on the Zoning Board of Review  
 

A motion was made by Councilman McGee seconded by Councilwoman Carlson to approve 
appointments.  All voted aye. 
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    2.   Discussion and resulting action on appointing James Sullivan to Pawtuxet River Authority  

 A motion was made by Councilman Laboissonniere seconded by Councilwoman Duxbury to 
approve appointment.  All voted aye. 

3.   Discussion and resulting action on back pay for the Clerk of the Municipal Court  
 
     Finance Director Thibeault indicated that in 2009 the Town Council changed  the wages in the 
budget for the Municipal Court Clerk, but did not change the ordinance that covers that matter.  We 
concluded that Mr. Boulanger should have been paid the amount shown in the ordinance and has 
therefore been underpaid from that time until now.  He approached me last February and asked me 
to review and look into it.  According to my calculations, he has been underpaid approximately 
$18,227.50 since 2009.   

 Councilman McGee questioned how this could happen, that all of a sudden we are getting hit 
with six years of payments?  Mr. Boulanger must have known the pay when he took the job.  Mr. 
Thibeault said to the best of his knowledge, the budget for the Municipal Court Clerk was reduced 
from $9,000+, then subsequently budgeted to receive just approximately $4,000, which ultimately 
ended up $6,100, and that has been determined by looking at prior budgets.  However, by ordinance 
it was never changed and our opinion is that he was underpaid for all of these years. 

Manager Hoover said that until Mr. Boulanger brought this to his attention in February, we did 
not know that this existed.  Back in 2009, the Town Council just went and cut the salary without 
changing the ordinance whatsoever.   

Councilwoman Duxbury asked what the budget indicates now, the budget that we just passed 
for FY 16.  Mr. Thibeault replied $6,100 per year, although the ordinance states $9,048. 

  Mrs. Duxbury asked if we can change the ordinance to reflect what is stated in the budget, 
and where are we supposed to get the money to pay him.  Manager Hoover responded that we 
would use the contingency fund. 

  Councilman Laboissonniere wondered if at the time the budget was cut, had there been 
discussions with the clerk, or an agreement to work for less money?  How was this done?  Or was it 
just remiss of that council not to adjust or pass a new ordinance? 

Councilwoman Duxbury commented that Mr. Boulanger is not only the clerk of Municipal Court 
but is also the Probate Court Judge, he has two jobs for the town.  If we go to Mr. Boulanger, would 
he be opposed to reducing his pay, especially since he wears two hats.  Manager Hoover said that 
he is not willing to do that.  When he took the job it was the upper rate of pay, the ordinance did not 
change.   

Councilwoman Duxbury suggested that we find another judge or court clerk who would be 
willing to work for that pay. 

Manager Hoover indicated that the Probate Judge actually follows the terms of the council 
elections, you could have replaced him at the last election and you still can.  Solicitor Gorham 
agreed. 

Councilwoman Duxbury suggested sitting down and negotiating with him considering that he is 
taking two paychecks from the town and we have only budgeted $6,100.  If he is not willing to take 
the lesser amount maybe there is another clerk who will. 

 Councilman Laboissonniere made motion seconded by Councilwoman Carlson to table this 
issue for further discussion.  All voted aye. 

          Councilwoman Carlson indicated that she would like to take a look at the ordinance and  
amend it.  Councilman Laboissonniere suggested that Council first review the ordinance. 

Manager Hoover added that at the time this was done the tactic that was used was a slash 
and burn type tactic which he does not care to explain at this time, but that is what happened. 

Discussion and resulting action on the reallocation of the FY 2012 Capital Improvement 
projects  

Manager Hoover  explained that you can only carry a three year capital improvement program 
and there were some items left from FY 12.  This will revert back to the general fund and no 
projects will get done if we don’t reallocate the money to where we believe we need it .  One of the 
main places we would need funding is in demolishing the so called “dollar building”.  The building is 
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decayed and needs to be demolished.  We are out to bid now and fortunately we are in negotiations 
with HUD and the amount of $29,000 was transferred to us to use for demo as opposed to 
remodeling.  Both Director McGee and I don’t believe that is enough money, but we won’t know 
until after bids come in.  I believe a good portion of the reallocation should be forwarded toward 
paying for this in order to get the demo done.  It is a condemned building.  The total to be 
reallocated for the demolition at 582 Washington Street is $64,395, which includes $26,489 for roof 
repair at the annex, $1,406 from parks and recreation and $9,500 for police vehicles and $27,000 
from the playground project. 

 A motion was made by Councilman McGee seconded by Councilwoman Duxbury to approve 
resolution.  All voted aye. 

 Discussion and resulting action on awarding a contract to Custom Container Solutions of 
Lewisburg, PA for fifteen (15) 40 CY containers at a price of $4,679 each, for a total cost of $70,185  

 DPW Director McGee stated this is part of the bond for automated refuse collection, one of the 
last two pieces for the automated collection program.  We received three bids and recommend the 
low bidder as they are all qualified. 

 Mr. Laboissonniere asked if this will take the place of Rambone and whether we will be 
moving our own stuff to the landfill.  Mr. McGee responded that it will take the place of Rambone, as it 
is part of the bond issue for the automated program.  The automated arm trucks will go daily to the 
landfill.  President Shibley asked Mr. McGee if he is comfortable with this bidder, since there is really 
only a $5,000 difference between this bid and a Rhode Island company.  Mr. McGee said this is the 
most responsible  and lowest bidder, and he is comfortable with that. 

 A motion was made by Councilwoman Carlson seconded by Councilwoman Duxbury to 
approve resolution.  All voted aye. 

 Discussion and resulting action on awarding a contract to R.T. Nunes & Sons, Inc. for the 
replacement of the Island Drive Bridge at a cost of $379,500  

 Manager Hoover advised that the money is from the state highway and bridge fund, being 
done with a low cost loan from Clean Water.    It is in this year’s program.  Last year’s was Reservoir 
Road. 

 Mr. McGee indicated that five bid invitations were sent out and we only received one bidder.  
However, Nunes has met all the specific requirements and he recommends that Nunes is awarded 
the contract for $379,500.  

 Manager Hoover explained that the Island Drive Bridge is too low, has plates on it and pretty 
much quarantines watercraft.  This project is set to begin at the drawdown of Johnson’s Pond and will 
take 30-60 days to repair.  

 Councilwoman Duxbury asked Mr. McGee his opinion on the bid price, since we only received 
one bid.  Mr. McGee indicated that this project had gone out to bid about four years ago, Cardi and 
Nunes were the only bidders at that time and this bid was substantially close to what it was then. 

 A motion was made by Councilman McGee seconded by Councilwoman Duxbury to approve 
resolution.  All voted aye. 

 Discussion and resulting action on awarding a contract to Tom’s Truck Sales of Mannassas, 
VA for a 2005 Mack Roll-Off truck at a cost of $79,900.  

 Manager Hoover remarked that these trucks are difficult to find.  DPW Director McGee found 
one in Florida and one in Virginia.  This truck is the last piece of the automated program and we  
budgeted $100,000 for the truck. Because of the cost, we thought it would be a good idea for Mr. 
McGee and the chief mechanic to go to Virginia and look at the truck, see if it met their needs and 
they had some very  favorable results.  There were only two trucks like this on the east coast, and the 
truck in Virginia had everything we were looking at a cost of  $79,900, well under the $100,000 we 
budgeted.   

 A motion was made by Councilman Laboissonniere seconded by Councilwoman Carlson to 
approve resolution.  All voted aye. 

 Discussion and resulting action on awarding a contract to M. Barboza & Sons for the 
replacement of roofs under the Energy Grant at the Town Hall/Library, Human Services/Senior 
Center and Town Hall Annex at a total cost of $1,155,876.90. 
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 Manager Hoover explained that several years ago the citizens approved a $5 million bond for 
energy improvements and a major portion of the improvements are the roofs. 

 DPW Director McGee further explained that this will be funded through the energy grant 
money and we have about $1.3  million allocated toward this from the  bond.  We had inspections, 
issued bid specs, the same specs were sent to each bidder; there was a prebid meeting and as a 
result  Barboza and Sons was the low bidder on all three buildings. In addition, he has worked for us 
before in that our insurance company had hired him for repairs, so he is familiar with the building.   

 The town hall building will be done and so will the annex roof except for the unoccupied area 
in the  northeast corner.  Human services will be totally replaced.  All skylights will be eliminated.  We 
have another  $191,000 grant that will be utilized from Human Services and still leave us with a 
$70,000 buffer in case there are any change orders.  All roof drains will also be replaced.   

Councilman Laboissonniere asked about the portion of the annex that is not being 
repaired; Mr. McGee said he would only need about $150,000 to complete that. 

Councilwoman Carlson asked about the discrepancy on the bid amounts; Mr. McGee said 
it is due to the alternates stated on the bids.   

A motion was made by Councilman McGee seconded by Councilwoman Duxbury to 
approve resolution.  All voted aye. 
 
LICENSES 

1.  Renewal of 90 day peddler licenses (July 1, 2015 through September 29, 2015) for 
Palagis Ice Cream, 55 Bacon St., Pawtucket  

 A motion was made by Councilman Laboissonniere seconded by  Councilman McGee to 
approve license renewal.  All voted aye. 

  
 2.   Renewal of 90 day peddler licenses (July 1, 2015 through September 29, 2015) for 

JoJo’s Cupcakes, 77 Isle of Capri Road  
 

A motion was made by Councilman Laboissonniere seconded by Councilman McGee to 
approve license renewal.  All voted aye. 

   
3.   Renewal of 90 day peddler licenses (July 1, 2015 through September 29, 2015) for RI 

Organic, 301 Hopkins Hill Road 
Manager Hoover has concerns about renewal of this license.  Originally when it was granted 

the zoning officer questioned the availability of parking at that location.  We have received several 
complaints regarding blockage of areas along Hopkins Hill Road.  Chief Volpe advised that he has 
received only one complaint and by the time the officers got to the location there were only a few cars 
and the blockage couldn’t be determined.  He thinks perhaps there could be a problem with people 
pulling out of the condos across the street onto Hopkins Hill Road.   

 
Manager Hoover added that originally, the applicant stated that if parking became an issue, 

she would be willing to accommodate parking on her property.  He then asked Planning Director Paul 
Sprague to contact the applicant to see if the parking situation can be improved. 

 
Councilwoman Duxbury added that she has also received phone calls and e mails, primarily 

from residents of the Highlands condos, trying to exit.  She suggested that maybe as an alternative, 
parking should be prohibited right there by the intersection.  She does believe there is an issue with 
parking and an alternative should be considered. 
 

Manager Hoover asked that if Council approves this license renewal, that it is approved 
conditionally; the license won’t be renewed until Planning tells the Town Clerk that all is ok.  If the 
applicant does not comply with what Planning would like to see, then he suggested that the clerk 
does not issue the license. 

 
President Shibley travels Hopkins Hill Road frequently, never sees too many cars there, and 

has only seen them on the same side as the applicant’s house.  However, he agrees that if we are 
getting calls and e mails, there must be some kind of a problem. 

 
A motion was made by Councilman McGee seconded by Councilwoman Duxbury to approve 

license pending the Planning Department looking into the problem, and to issue the renewal license 
based on the recommendation of the Planning Department with regard to parking.  All voted aye. 
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4. Application for Class F license by Greene Public Library Association for a fundraiser on 
June 25, 2015  

 
Councilwoman Carlson explained that this is a fund raising event for a long time Greene 

resident who is ill. 
 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Carlson seconded by Councilman Laboissonniere to 

approve issuance of a Class F license.  All voted aye. 
 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Carlson seconded by Councilman Laboissonniere to 

waive fee for license.  All voted aye. 
 

5. Consideration on granting a Large Event Permit from the Coventry Police Department to 
Jeff Sanocki at 375 Hopkins Hill Road for a scheduled wedding on August 22, 2015  

 
Chief Volpe indicated that everything is in order with regard to the wedding event, but it 

appears they will be selling alcohol through a private vendor.  However, at this time it is uncertain as 
to what type of liquor license is needed, we need to do some research, so they will have to come 
back before council for a liquor license. 

 
Councilman Laboissonniere questioned whether the caterer has a liquor license.  Chief will 

look into further. 
 A motion was made by Councilman Laboissonniere seconded by Councilman McGee to table 
license at this time.  All voted aye. 

  
PUBLIC HEARING 
 

1.  Adopting the regulation and licensure of massage parlors, body works service providers and 
other such activities under authority provided to the Town of Coventry  pursuant to RIGL 45-6-1 

 
A motion was made by Councilman McGee seconded by Councilwoman Carlson to open public 

hearing.   All voted aye. 
 
  Solicitor Gorham  advised that this ordinance arose as a result of current events in Coventry.  
The ordinance is basically a  copy of Providence’s ordinance with some minor modifications 
conforming it to Coventry, but 95% of it is the Providence ordinance.  The reason is just to protect the 
public safety, and enable the police to enforce it. 
 
 Councilwoman Duxbury added that the ordinance does not require anything additional for 
licensed message therapists, physicians, chiropractors, anyone already licensed by the state.  We 
want to hold these businesses to certain standards, which includes keeping themselves clothed.  
 
 Councilman McGee raised the issue of closing time and doesn’t think it is reasonable to close 
by 8:00 p.m., as there are people who don’t get out of work that early.  He suggested changing close 
time to 9 p.m. or 10 p.m. 
 

 Russell Lacaillade, 1438 Main Street, as a member of the Zoning Board, agrees that 9 or 10 
p.m. would make more sense.  
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Duxbury seconded by Councilwoman Carlson to close 
public hearing.  All voted aye. 

 
 A motion was made by Councilwoman Duxbury seconded by Councilman McGee to amend    

Section 14 (f) Working Hours to read “ No establishment shall offer or provide body works services 
between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m.  All voted aye. 

 
Motion made by Vice-President Carlson seconded by Councilwoman Duxbury to approve as 

amended.  All voted aye. 
 
Motion made by Vice-President Carlson seconded by Councilwoman Duxbury to adjourn 

meeting.  All voted Aye. 
 
. 
  
   _______________________________________ 
    Town Clerk 


