
 Town Council Meeting  
June 23, 2014 

 
WORK SESSION 
 
 Glen Skurka, Chairman of the Sewer Sub Committee, presented a Sewer Ordinance Revision.  
He explained that the biggest change in the ordinance is in the way we assess users.  The purpose of 
the revision is to provide a fair and measurable method of assessment for sewer use, eliminate 
conflicts within the current ordinance and reduce any future sewer appeals and potential litigation.   
 
 Assessments are in place to recover construction and treatment costs.  Currently we use a flat 
rate assessment, which is not fair to all users, because all residential properties are not identical.  He 
also noted that road frontage based assessments do not work and property value based assessments  
don’t give you the measurement for a user’s contribution to the sewer collection system. 
 
 The Sewer Subcommittee is proposing a design flow based assessment, as it is consistent and 
measurable, consistently measuring the individual contribution.  In his presentation Mr. Skurka charted 
assessment comparisons based on design flow for residential and non-residential.  (See power point 
presentation in council folder).  The proposed sewer ordinance will be on the Town Council agenda for 
a public hearing on July 14, 2014. 
 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING – 7:00 PM 
 
Present:  President Gary Cote, Vice-President Kerry McGee, Councilwoman Carlson, 
               Gregory  Laboissonniere, Town Manager Thomas Hoover, Town Solicitor 
               Frederick Tobin 
 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Eagle Scout Scott Costa 
Moment of Silence 
Review of Emergency Evacuation Plan 
 
President’s Comments 
 
 President Cote encouraged citizens to vote at tomorrow’s all day referendum on whether or not 
to increase the school budget.  Referendum will be from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. at the Coventry High School 
gymnasium. 
 
Approval of Town Council minutes May 5, 12 and 14, 2014 
 
 A motion was made by Vice President McGee seconded by Councilwoman Carlson to approve 
minutes.  All voted Aye. 
 
      A motion was made by Vice President McGee seconded by Gregory Laboissoniere to move 
agenda item “H” Proclamations as our first order of business on the agenda.  All voted Aye. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS 

 
1. Offering best wishes and congratulations with regard to the 30th anniversary of our sister city 

connection with Vannes, France and further recognizing the Amitie et Recontres entre les 
Peuples for continuing this effort 
 

 Councilwoman Karen Carlson offered congratulations with regard to the 30th anniversary of our 
sister city connection with Vannes, France and presented proclamation to Norma Smith. 
 

2.   Recognizing Samuel Costa on his achieving the rank of Eagle Scout 
 
 Councilman Kerri McGee presented certificate of recognition to Samuel Costa on his 
achievement of attaining the Boy Scouts’ highest rank as Eagle Scout. 
 

3. Recognizing the Feinstein Middle School Girls Softball Team on winning the state 
championship 

 
Council President Cote congratulated and presented certificates of recognition to the Feinstein 

Middle School Girls Softball Team on winning the state championship 
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POLICE OFFICER SWEARING IN CEREMONY 
 

Town Council President Cote swore in Michael T. Isherwood as a new patrolman in the 
Coventry Police Department. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
1. Discussion and resulting action on tax abatements and additions for April and May 2014 

 
2.   Discussion and resulting action approving a resolution recommending a sewer tie in for   
      Cumberland Farms Inc. at 2293 New London Turnpike 

 
3. Discussion and resulting action regarding an application by Rhody Rovers for a two day 

motorcycle ride on private property at 510 Cahoone Road on September 13 and 14, 2014, with 
proceeds to establish a scholarship fund for Coventry High School students, in accordance with 
Resolution 109-01-2091, Application for Outdoor Event, and further waiving Section 10 of the 
application, relieving the applicant of  a $10,000 surety obligation 
 

4. Discussion and resulting action authorizing the Town Manager to file an application for 
Program Year 2014 with the Office of Housing and Community Development for the Coventry 
CDBG program 
  

5. Application by Johnson’s Pond Civic Association for a fireworks permit on July 4, 2014 
 (Rain date July 5, 2014) 
   

  A motion was made by Vice President McGee seconded by Councilwoman Carlson to 
remove Items #3 and #4 from the Consent Agenda for discussion.   All voted Aye. 
 

  A motion was made by Vice President McGee seconded by Councilwoman Carlson to 
approve Consent Agenda numbers 1, 2 and 5 as presented.  All voted Aye. 

 
   In answer to Councilwoman Carlson’s questions on Item #3, the abutters have all been 

notified and there have been no objections.  The Coventry Police will be on site as well as rescue 
services.  The vendors already have permits, no liquor will be served, and there is a $1,000,000 
insurance policy in place.   

 
  A motion was made by Vice President McGee seconded by Councilwoman Carlson to 
approve application.  All voted aye. 

 
   Councilwoman Carlson asked for clarification on Item #4.   The CDBG Administrator, 

Gayle Hardink responded that this is only an application to apply for a grant.  All voted Aye. 
 

  A motion was made by Vice President McGee seconded by Councilwoman by Carlson 
to approve application.  All voted Aye. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 

1.  Transfer of Class B liquor license, with new victualling license, game room, live shopw, pool 
table and additional hours from Zarokostas Realty LLC dba Old Theater Diner, 33 Sandy Bottom Road 
to Kappa Inc., dba Old Theater Diner 
 
 A motion was made by Vice President McGee seconded by Councilwoman Carlson to open 
public hearing.  All voted Aye. 
 
 President Cote stated that a letter of objection was filed from Atty. Paul J. Pisano to stop the 
transfer due to debt owed to RI Distributing Co. and Horizon Beverage. Attorney Robert D’Amico, 
representing the applicant, stated that invoices will be satisfied at the closing as there are more than 
enough funds to satisfy the debt. 
 
 He also indicated that the restaurant will operate with the same concept, menu and business 
hours as they do currently.   
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 A motion was made by Councilwoman Carlson seconded by Vice President McGee to close 
public hearing.  All voted Aye. 
 
 A motion was made by Councilman Laboissonniere seconded by Vice President McGee to 
approve transfer of license with the stipulation that the town receives proof of payment from the 
creditors.  All voted Aye. 
 

PRESENTATION 
 
 Chief Volpe gave presentation on the current condition of the Coventry Police Department 
building.   This is a building that was built in 1941 and used as the Town Hall.  The police department 
moved in with about 40 officers.  Cell blocks had to be installed along with secure areas for firearms 
and evidence, electronic and radio equipment.    Due to flooding issues every time there is a great 
deal of rain, we started experiencing problems with our electronics.  Since 1980 we have expanded 
our manpower to 57 sworn officers and 17 non uniformed personnel, a total of 74 personnel in and out 
of this building on a day to day basis.  In 1994 we did get an addition that houses our detective 
division.  The evidence room and locker room is in the basement area.    
 
 However, we have a very unsecure rear lot; the front hall where people come in is insecure; 
and people are wide open to any type of attack.  There is no fire suppression system in there.  Our 
prisoner handling areas are very difficult.  We only have two points of ingress from the outside into the 
basement area; one is a cement stairway about 19 steps down and the other is a wooden stairway 
with cement block walls. 
 
  We have an aging cell block, one male bathroom and one female bathroom, which are also 
shared by our workers, public and prisoners.   We have had vandalism to our personal cars as well as 
our police cars.  Our evidence shed should be more secure.   Our doors are not as the Americans with 
Disabilities Act requires, as wheelchairs have to go around the building and cannot access the front 
entrance.   There are no security barriers or bullet proof glass to protect the officers, office workers 
and public.  There are major issues with water coming in between the brick and coming up under the 
floor causing damage to evidence and communication equipment.  We have had up to two inches of 
water on the floor. 
 
 The locker room lockers are too small and there are no showers, and showers are a must.  
Space heaters have to be used in the women’s locker room; there is lack of storage for our evidence.   
Chicken wire and old wood fence is not the best place to put these items.  The HVAC system is 
worked on almost daily in the summer and does leak all over the building.  Last year we had a major 
mold issue.  There is a proposed site for the new police department which is 25 acres right next to the 
Dept. of Human Services at 50 Wood Street.  If the police department was approved via a bond 
referendum, the impact to the levy would be 1.4%. 
 
 Vice-President McGee agrees that the building is in deplorable condition.  He suggested tours 
for the public, getting the word out and letting people see what you currently work with. 
  
RESOLUTIONS 
 
1.   Reappointing John D’Onofrio to a full five year position on the Zoning Board of Review and  
      reappointing John Studley and Russell Lacaillade to alternate one year positions on the Zoning      
      Board of Review  
 
 A motion was made by Vice President McGee seconded by Councilwoman Carlson to  
      approve resolution.  All voted Aye.  President Cote administered oath of office to Mr. D’Onofrio. 
  
2.   Reappointing Rosalie Jalbert to the Coventry Housing Authority 
 
 A motion was made by Councilwoman Carlson seconded by Vice President McGee to  
      approve resolution.  All voted Aye.  President Cote administered oath of office to Mrs. Jalbert. 
.  
3.   Discussion and resulting action regarding the formulation of a Coventry 275th Anniversary   
Committee, including the appointment of the attached members, authorizing the advertisement for       
more members, the re-appropriation of $3,938.04 remaining in department 945 (Economic 

 3 



Development) for FY 2014 to account 1-101-8-950-27450 (Town General/275th Anniversary) for  
FY 2014 and the authorization for the Committee to fundraise and expend from a newly created  
Fund 149, which will be a restricted fund for FY 2015 
 
 Councilwoman Carlson explained that 2016 will be the 275th anniversary of the town and this is 
an opportunity to show people what Coventry is all about.  We are planning a Christmas event in 
November/December, hope to get merchants involved also and have a golf tournament.   This is all in 
conjunction with the Paine House. We will be doing fundraising through 2015 and then in 2016 we will 
have a variety of events that will celebrate the town.  She thanked Judge Capaldi for his generosity in 
spearheading the reallocation of funds to the 275th committee.  It’s a great start for us and I really 
appreciate it.  If anyone is interested in serving on the committee, you can contact Norma Smith, 
Sandy Lukowicz, myself,  or pick up an application at the Town Hall. 
 
 A motion was made by Councilwoman Carlson seconded by President Cote to approve 
resolution.  All voted Aye. 
 
4.   Discussion and resulting action regarding payment of the Police Department’s annual service     
      contract with Tri-Tech Software Systems at a cost of $14,870 
 
 Chief Volpe stated that all of the police departments in the state, except for two, utilize this 
company and we have had a contract with them since 1998.   Funding will come from the operating 
budget.   A motion was made by Vice President McGee seconded by Councilwoman Carlson to  
approve resolution.  All voted Aye. 
  
5.   Discussion and resulting action regarding the purchase of 1 – $19,000 Breathalyzer machine with   
      printer, cable assembly, keyboard, mouthpieces and customer software from CMI, Inc. of Chicago,  
      Illinois for the Coventry Police Department at a cost of $7,619 to be 100% funded by “RipTide”  
      grant money 
 
 Rip Tide covers all DUI grants, car seat installation, and seatbelt details.  It is a state grant that 
is offered to the municipalities.   A motion was made by Vice President McGee seconded by 
Councilman Laboissonniere to approve resolution.  All voted Aye. 
 
6.   Discussion and resulting action regarding the installation of a sidewalk on Reservoir Road under  
      the 2014 State Road and Bridge program at an estimated cost of $340,000 to be borrowed from   
      the Rhode Island Clean Water Finance Authority  
 
   Town Engineer, Bob Joyal,  explained that although the state ranked us at #13, an additional 
amount of money was released by the state, which will now include our project, adding sidewalks to 
the east side of Reservoir Rd. from Rte. 3 to Westwood Estates, with a low interest loan financed by 
RI Clean Water.   Finance Director Thibeault added that if we were to bond for 10 years for this project  
 
the interest would be 2.17%; if we went with a 12 year it would be 2.37%.  With the 12 year loan, the 
interest we would have to pay back would be just under $56,000 and the 10 year would be about 
$43,000.  This project may not begin until September and would add approximately .01 cent to the tax 
rate. 
 
 Discussion ensued, concerns were shared  including comments from Councilwoman Carlson 
that even though she feels that sidewalks are necessary, the timing isn’t good.  If the project begins 
after school starts in September, it could be a bad situation with all the trucks in the area and we don’t 
know what kind of disruption there will be.  In addition, there were sewer issues involved with putting in 
sidewalks  (Solicitor Tobin indicated that the problems with the Reservoir line are being worked out 
now).   
 
  A motion was made by Vice President McGee seconded by Councilman Laboissoniere  
      to approve resolution.  All voted Aye. 
 
7.   Discussion and resulting action regarding the award of a five (5) year contract with five (5) one  
      year options to Weston and Sampson Services, Inc. of Peabody, MA for operation and       
      maintenance of sewer pump stations at the attached annual costs 
 
 Engineer Bob Joyal explained that Weston and Sampson have been doing the maintenance on 
the sewer pump stations for the last nine years.  
 
 A motion was made by Councilwoman Carlson seconded by Vice President McGee to approve 
resolution.  All voted Aye. 
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8.  Discussion and resulting action regarding authorizing the Town Manager to utilize the recently  
     awarded contract with Miozzi Paving for pavement resurfacing for the Department of Public Works  
     (DPW) at a total cost not to exceed $173,973, funded from the DPW’s 2014 street repair and  
     asphalt products accounts, their Fair Share Development Fee and the balance of their Capital  
     Improvement Program for rehabilitation of the Transfer Station 
 
 DPW Director McGee explained there was approximately $9,000.00 left over from the 
rehabilitation of the transfer station that was not used.  He recommended that we utilize the contract 
with Miozzi paving to provide resurfacing on roadways.   We have done a needs assessment but we 
also need to have a political assessment of which roads you would like to have done as a priority.  We 
want to get started on a program now; we have so many roads that have deteriorated. The two latest 
projects involving Miozzi were satisfactory.  He asked that this resurfacing program be approved in an 
amount not to exceed $173,973. 
 
 A motion was made by Vice President McGee seconded by Councilman Laboissioniere to 
approve resolution.  All voted Aye. 
 
9.   Discussion and resulting action regarding authorizing the Town Manager to award a contract to  
      Ryder Trucks of Warwick, RI for the purchase of one (1) used Freightliner/Sprinter Utility Van at a  
      price of $21,500 for the Department of Public Works, funded from DPW’s Fair Share Development  
      Fee account  
 
 Director McGee explained that this vehicle would replace one of the worst vehicles that we 
have, with an engine that is ready to blow up. 
 
 A motion was made by Councilwoman Carlson seconded by Councilman Laboissonniere to 
approve resolution.  All voted Aye. 
 
10. Discussion and resulting action regarding authorizing a surplus equipment sale of outdated or  
      surplus items from all Town departments, to be conducted by the Department of Public Works, with  
      all proceeds returning to the respective departments 
 
 DPW Director McGee remarked that departments have excess equipment and vehicles that 
are obsolete and need to be retired.  We would like to be able to utilize funds made from the surplus 
sale and return it back to our departments since we have no Capital Budget this year.   It’s an 
additional source of revenue. Councilman Laboissonniere feels it would be better for proceeds from 
the sale to all go into one lump sum into the Capital Municipal Budget instead of splitting the money 
into separate departments. Where the proceeds go could be determined at a later date, we can  just 
approve the resolution at this time. 
 
 A motion was made by Councilwoman Carlson seconded by Councilman Laboissonniere to 
approve resolution.  All voted Aye. 
 
11. Discussion and resulting action regarding the condemnation of a permanent easement under, over  
      and upon a portion of land so as to connect a public sewer line from a twenty-eight (28) unit  
      development in the East Shore Drive area to the main sewer line on Old North Road 
  
 Planning Director Paul Sprague asked that issue is tabled until a resolution can be reached 
without the condemnation process going forward.   
 
  A motion was made by Councilman Laboissonniere seconded by Councilwoman Carlson to 
table resolution until the July 14th meeting.  All voted Aye. 
 
12. Discussion and resulting action regarding the amendment of the Town of Coventry Sewer Facility  
      Plan to extend the State Rt. 3 sewer line from Woodland Manor to the West Greenwich Town line 
 
 Town Engineer Bob Joyal stated that the sewer subcommittee passed this amendment 
Thursday.  This is just to approve the change in the facilities plan to include that section of town.  This 
would open up the sanitary sewer line not only for the commercial businesses that are there now but 
for the vacant land to open up for more commercial development in the Town of Coventry. 
 
 A motion was made by Councilman Laboissonniere seconded by Vice-President McGee to 
approve resolution.  All voted Aye. 
 
13. Discussion and resulting action regarding authorizing the borrowing of funds from the Rhode  
      Island Clean Water Finance Authority for the purpose of extending the State Rt. 3 sewer line from  
      Woodland Manor to the West Greenwich Town line 
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 Mr. Joyal explained that we would be borrowing almost $2,000,000.00.  All of that money would 
be paid back by the assessments and the sewer usage fees, not through the general fund. 
 
 A motion was made by Vice President McGee seconded by Councilman Laboissioniere to 
approve resolution.  All voted Aye. 
 
14. Discussion and resulting action regarding authorizing the Town Manager to award a contract to  
      Ride – Away of North Attleboro, MA for the purchase of a used seven (7) passenger van with  
      wheel chair lift for the Department of Human Services at a cost of $33,669 
 
 Human Services Director Pat Shurtleff explained that funding will come from Project Friends 
and the remainder of the CDBG funds.     
 
 A motion was made by Councilwoman Carlson seconded by Councilman Laboissioniere to 
approve resolution.  All voted Aye. 
 
15. Discussion and resulting action to receive the recommendations of the Charter Review  
      Commission, approve recommended changes in language to the Town’s Home Rule Charter and  
      request the Board of Canvassers of the Town of Coventry to place approved changes on the ballot  
      of the November 4, 2014 General Election 
 
 Vice-President McGee requested that this item be tabled until Town Manager Hoover is 
available to explain all the recommendations.  There should also be representation at the Town 
Council meeting from the Charter Review Commission.  Councilwoman Carlson suggested waiting 
until the Citizens Advisory Committee can read the charter and the ballots before going ahead.  
 
 A motion was made by Vice President McGee seconded by Councilman Laboissioniere to table 
resolution.  All voted Aye. 
 
16. Discussion and resulting action requesting that the questions to issue not more than $23 million in  
      bonds and notes to replace necessary Town infrastructure be sent to the Board of Canvassers of  
      the Town of Coventry to be placed on the ballot of the November 4, 2014 General Election 
 
 DPW Director McGee explained that the $10.7 million request of the Public Works Department 
is for infrastructure improvements, which has become a vital issue.  We have asked for some money 
based upon the Arnold Road reconstruction, causeway drainage and possibly sewers going from 
Route 3 to New London Turnpike. Prior to the last decade, Town Councils had capital improvement 
budgets where they had $500,000 a year for asphalt resurfacing; $100,000 per district.  We are 
requesting $500,000 per district to get caught up.  Many of our roads have heavy cracking.  If we did 
some preemptive work by crack filling and providing a bituminous cover, we would save those roads 
from having any asphalt overlay work for at least 10 to 20 years.  We also would like to include the 
overlay of roads, some sidewalks and upgrading the equipment for the maintenance of the roads. 
 
 A motion was made by Councilman Laboissonniere seconded by Councilwoman Carlson to 
table resolution for further discussion.  Vote to table:  3 Voted Aye; Councilman McGee voted no.  
Motion passes. 
 
17. Discussion and resulting action requesting that the Coventry Board of Canvassers place on the  
      November 4, 2014 General Election ballot a referendum question to issue not more than  
      $5,500,000 in bonds and notes to establish a Town-wide Automated Refuse and Recycling  
      Collection Program, at no cost to property owners, to be repaid through program savings 
 
  DPW Director Kevin McGee stated the program seems to be working.  The pilot program has 
been in place for the last 6 weeks and has shown the trash collection is down 12% and recycling up 
27%,  with a goal of 15% on trash and 30% on recycling.  The bond issue requested will not take any 
taxpayer dollars and is all based upon money that is being saved through using this program.   A 20 
year savings on the expenses that we have is $7.2 million dollars. 
 
 A motion was made by Vice President McGee seconded by Councilman Laboissioniere to 
approve resolution.  All voted Aye. 
 
ORDINANCES 
 
1. Regulations governing the use of public and private sewers and drains, private sewage 
disposal, the installation and connection of building sewers, and the discharge of waters and waste 
into the public sewer system, and providing penalties for violations thereof; in the Town of Coventry, 
State of Rhode Island, and Providence Plantations  
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A motion was made by Councilwoman Carlson seconded by Councilman Laboissonniere to 
advertise for public hearing.  All voted Aye. 

  
2. Amending Article 1 of Chapter 97 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Coventry to 

prohibit the confinement of animals in motor vehicles  
 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Carlson seconded by Councilman Laboissonniere to 
advertise for public hearing.  All voted Aye. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Nancy Sullivan, White Oak Court, was concerned about safety issues with the installation of sidewalks 
on Reservoir Road beginning in September, when school is in session.  She also remarked that at 
9:30 last night work was being done on Route 3 and trucks were back and forth on Club House Road.  
This is unacceptable and needs to be stopped in our neighborhood. 
 
Ken Jackson, Harkney Hill Road, commented on a cartoon that was being circulated regarding school 
department people.  He heard that an elected person is responsible and this should be looked into. 
 
Tammy Duxbury, 2 Orchid Trail, asked for clarification as to how we would pay for extending the sewer 
line and with regard to automated trash collection, how the taxpayers are supposed to give feedback. 
 
Steve Lopez, Birchwood Lane, agrees that the police station is in deplorable condition with safety and 
security issues, and that something has to be done. 
 
Ron Gizzarelli, 50 Harrington Road, also agrees that the police department building is in disrepair and 
improvements are a necessity. 
 
 A motion was made by Vice-President McGee seconded by Councilwoman Carlson to adjourn 
meeting.  All voted Aye. 
 
 
    _______________________________________ 
    Town Clerk  
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