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       Town Council Meeting  
July 11, 2016 

 
  
  EXECUTIVE SESSION – 6:30 p.m. 
  RIGL 42-46-5 (a) (1) (2) - Boston Scientific tax clarification (in anticipation of litigation) 

 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Duxbury seconded by Councilman McGee to come out of 

Executive Session.  All voted aye. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman McGee seconded by Councilwoman Duxbury to seal 
minutes of Executive Session.  All voted aye. 

 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING  - 7:00 p.m. 

Present:  Councilman McGee, Vice-President Carlson, Councilwoman Duxbury, Councilman 
Laboissonniere, Town Manager Graham Waters, Town Solicitor Nick Gorham.  President 
Shibley was absent. 
 

Pledge of Allegiance  
Moment of Silence in memory of the fallen and wounded Dallas police officers involved in last 
week’s  
    shooting. 
Review of Emergency Evacuation Plan 
 
 Planning Director Paul Sprague introduced Matthew Sarcione, the town’s new assistant 
planner. Matt comes from Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, obtained his bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Vermont and Master’s Degree from Tufts University.  The Council welcomed him to 
his new position in Coventry. 
 
 Approval of Town Council minutes from June 27, 2016 – A  motion was made by 
Councilman McGee seconded by Councilwoman Duxbury to approve minutes.  All voted aye. 
 
 President’s Comments:  Since President  Shibley was absent, there were no comments 
this evening. 
 
COUNCIL DISTRICT UPDATES 
 
 District 3 Councilman McGee announced his decision to run for re-election.  He 
appreciates the trust and support he has received from his district over the last several years 
and looks forward to the next four years. 
 
 District 2 Councilman Laboissonniere also announced his decision to run for office again in 
his district.  The last four years have gone by quickly and he looks forward to re-election.  He 
also commented that both ongoing housing developments in District 2 seem to be moving along 
smoothly at this point. 
 
 Councilwoman Duxbury had no updates from District 5 this evening.   
  
 Vice-President Carlson, District 1,  announced that Greene Library is holding their annual 
chicken barbecue on July 24, information sheets on Greene Library events can be found at the 
Coventry Library.  The next Planning Commission meeting is July 27; the next Central Coventry 
Fire Department meeting will be held on July 21, location is not known at this point. 
 
LICENSES 

 
1. Application for Additional Hours by Tiogue Food & Snack LLC, 851 Tiogue Ave 

 
 Proprietor, Adnan Akach, explained that he has taken over the former convenience store 
business and seeks to be open the same hours as the previous owner, which requires an 
additional hours license.  He has met all requirements and the license is in order to be issued. 
 
 A motion was made by Councilman Laboissonniere seconded by Councilwoman Duxbury to grant 
license.  All voted aye. 
 
  

2. Application for 90 day Hawker’s license (sandwich cart) by Robert Rochette 
 
 Jo Ann Early, Williams Crossing Road, was present at the meeting to represent Mr. Rochette, as 
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he was not in attendance. Planning Director Sprague reported no problem with applicant’s proposed 
location.  However, Colonel MacDonald wanted Council to be aware of an issue on the applicant’s 
background check.   
 
 A motion was made by Councilman McGee seconded by Councilwoman Duxbury to table the 
application  to the next Town Council meeting and asked that Mr. Rochette appears in person.  All 
voted aye.  
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 

1. Affirming the award of a contract for catch basin cleaning 
 

 DPW Director Kevin McGee advised that after advertisement and mailings, there was 
only one bidder, Truax, the same company that has been servicing Coventry for the last five 
years and has also held the same price for the last five years at $11.90 per basin.  We have 
been pleased with his work. Mr. McGee’s recommendation is to award the bid to Truax.   
  A motion was made by Councilwoman Duxbury seconded by Councilman Laboissonniere 
to approve resolution.  All voted aye. 

 
2. Re-appointing Denise DeGraide, Jean Kostyla and Irene Drew to the  Zoning Bd. of 

Review  
3. Appointing Scott Duckworth to Kent County Water Authority   
4. Re-appointing John Donovan to the Pawtuxet River Authority 

 
A motion was made by Councilman Laboissonniere seconded by Councilwoman Duxbury 

to approve all appointments.  All voted aye.   
 

5. Allowing funding from impact fees for design of new police station 
 

Colonel MacDonald explained that the plan is to take $7,000 from police impact fees and 
$3,000 from Human Services impact fees for architectural services for a design, to show the 
public what this facility would look like.  

 Councilman McGee stated his support, adding that  it needs to be promoted so that the 
people know what you are doing.  Councilwoman Duxbury expressed concerns about traffic and 
asked if a traffic study has been done. Colonel MacDonald would like to have someone from the 
Department of Transportation get involved, they may have the answer when discussing how we 
can figure things out with traffic.   
  Councilman Laboissonniere feels that the odds are very high in favor of this not going 
through.  If you spend $10,000 on a design, and it does not go through, the taxpayers are still 
paying for it either way.  In essence it is a $10,000 gamble.  Colonel MacDonald still feels that it 
would be valuable since we would receive a needs assessment of both buildings.  So even if we 
do not get the vote, we will still have the studies on the needs going forward.  In order to market 
this, we need a design of what this will look like.  We are looking at Northeast Collaborative for an 
assessment; they have already done an assessment on the Human Services building.  
Councilman Laboissonniere asked what portion of the impact fee money is needs assessment 
and what portion is marketing. Colonel MacDonald thinks it is about 50/50.  Councilwoman 
Duxbury doesn’t think it makes sense to spend money on marketing before you have had any 
public hearings.  First you should get the design, have the hearings, perform the traffic study, 
then come back and ask for the marketing piece.  
 Vice-President Carlson added that this is a pretty good sized piece of land and although 
density is a challenge, at some point in the future you may be able to add on and perhaps have a 
safety complex. 
 Councilman McGee agrees that people need to see what they will get for their money and 
he thinks that this is a small price to pay (using the impact fee funds).  As far as his concerns 
about the exits and entrances onto Sandy Bottom Road, Colonel MacDonald feels that DOT 
could help with a plan. 
 Finance Director Thibeault asked to make a correction to the resolution, in the second 
paragraph it should state “not MORE than $12,000,000 million” (omitting “not LESS than”.).   
 Mrs. Duxbury requested that the hearings and traffic study be done before spending the 
money on marketing, would like to see how each step unfolds. 
 
 A motion was made by Councilman McGee seconded by Councilman Laboissonniere to 
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approve resolution including correction to read “not MORE than $12 million”.  All voted aye. 
   

6. Authorizing Town Manager to sign amendment to the Municipal Net Metering Finance 
Agreement  

 
 Manager Waters advised that this resolution was tabled at the last Town Council 

meeting.  Last week the Council President and Vice-President met with representatives of 
WED.  In essence, this amendment will cause a change from our current 25 year contract with 
three five year extensions to a one year automatic renewal contract with a 90 day termination 
clause.   It also takes the town’s source of power to the Portsmouth turbine, and that is done at 
the demand of National Grid. 
 Representatives from WED were present as well as Atty. Mark Pogue, to answer 
questions.  Councilwoman Duxbury asked what we are currently paying for power vs what is in 
the power purchase agreement.  Manager Waters is not too sure what the current price is, but 
whatever was in the original contract stays in place. Finance Director Thibeault thinks we pay 
approximately eleven cents but will need to check to see if there are any charges included in 
that price. Councilwoman Duxbury would like to see the “all in” price of what we are paying, 
including various charges.   
  Manager Waters responded that what is before council tonight is an amendment giving 
the Town Council the flexibility to choose the best price, whether on a wind turbine contract or 
from somewhere else.  The town is already bound to a contract with WED.  This amendment 
doesn’t really impact the price, it just gives the Town Council a way to terminate the contract.  
Councilman McGee thinks this is a good deal, but what stops WED from opting out in two 
years if they choose to, if someone will pay more than we do?  What if National Grid costs 
more at that point?  We were bound to 25 years, but this would let WED get out and sell to 
someone else.   
  Additionally, Council questioned whether they had the right to get into this contract in 
the first place, as it is not legal to bind future Councils to such long contracts.  Mrs. Duxbury 
would like to see WED remove their 90 day opt out and thinks it would be a goodwill gesture on 
their part.  This town has given WED citing for ten turbines, I think they could make a better 
deal with the town.  She would like the town to keep the 90 day cancellation and take WED’s 
off the table. 
 After much discussion between Michelle Carpenter, a representative from WED, 
Attorney Pogue and the Town Council, WED made the concession, removed their 90 day opt 
out, allowing the town an opt out every year, but giving themselves the ability to opt out every 
five years.  Both the Town Council and the Town Manager agree that this is an improvement to 
the contract and a good compromise. 
 A motion was made by Councilman McGee seconded by Councilwoman Duxbury to 
authorize the town manager to sign an agreement with a one year opt out for the town and five 
years for WED.  All voted aye.  
 

For discussion only - Town Manager’s proposed amendment to the Code of Ordinances, 
Chapter 122 Fees  

 
  If Council is agreeable, Manager Waters would like to propose an amendment to the fee 

ordinance whereby fees may be changed outside of the ordinance by resolution and a public 
hearing.  Currently, to change the ordinance when you want to change a fee is a rather lengthy 
and expensive process.  The proposal would be to modify Chapter 122 (fees) where on a 
regular basis the Town Council readopts a table of fees, citing the code chapter, how much the 
fee will be and what it is for, and post the schedule of fees throughout the town.   

 
 If Council is interested in drafting an amendment to Chapter 122 (fees), Solicitor 
Gorham will prepare an ordinance.   
 
 For discussion only - Town Manager’s proposed clothing bin ordinance  
 
           Due to the problems we have had with clothing bins in town, such as dumping furniture, 
etc and leaving a mess for DPW to clean up, Manager Waters would like Council’s input on 
considering an ordinance.  He is in receipt of a model ordinance from Planet Aid, a reputable 
clothing bin company, which requires that a company go to each town to seek permission 
before putting bins up.  The town may also enact penalties and fees.  If Council wants to 
consider such an ordinance, Solicitor Gorham can put one into draft form for consideration.  

 
 Councilman Laboissonniere thinks that usually bins are put on private property and the 
owner of the property receives a stipend.  The problems we are having are not so much with 
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the companies that own the bins, but with people who are dumping furniture and all kinds of 
garbage around the bins.  Mrs. Duxbury agrees, but also wants to make sure that reputable 
charities such as Big Brothers or Big Sisters, do not find themselves eliminated from having 
bins out there. But, someone has to bear the cost of the town going out and cleaning up those 
messes and we need to figure out how that is going to work. Manager Waters stated the 
possibility of a registration process for the bins, some kind of labeling as to who is responsible 
for the bin, who to call, and require the owner of the bins to register the bins so that we have 
this contact information.   
  
 DPW Director McGee indicated that he also has an ordinance which he has given to 
Solicitor Gorham for his opinion.  It also requires registration and fees for “for profit” agencies 
and no fees for “non-profit” agencies.  It gives us the right to cite someone and the right to 
confiscate and hold bins until charges are paid.  Illegal dumping occurs all over the town and 
probably costs the town over $5,000 a year to clean it all up. 

   
Public Comment 
 
  Ann Dickson, 141 Perry Hill Road, thanked the Council for being attentive to the contract 
with WED.  Secondly, she agrees that the clothing bins are an eyesore and suggested that we 
need designated areas for them so that the town would have more control over what is being 
dumped.  It’s good to have these receptacles, but not all over the town. 
 
  Debra Bacon, 16 Catalpa Way, reported that a sea plane was seen landing and taking 
off on Johnson’s Pond over the last couple of weekends.  She asked if planes are permitted to 
land on Johnson’s Pond, or even Lake Tiogue.  Solicitor Gorham will have to check into. 
 
            A motion was made by Councilman Laboissonniere seconded by Councilman McGee to 
adjourn meeting.  All voted aye. 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
         Town Clerk 


