
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
November 23, 2009 

 
Present:  President Raymond Spear, Vice-President Laura Flanagan, Glen Shibley, 
                Kenneth Cloutier, Frank Hyde 
 
Town Manager Thomas Hoover 
Town Solicitor Patrick Rogers 

                                                                                                                                                                     
Pledge of Allegiance  
Invocation by Fr. Kelly from St. Vincent de Paul Church                        
Review of Emergency Evacuation Plan 

 
President’s Comments 
 
1.  President Spear announced that the public hearing on the Mobile Home Park Ordinance was 
removed from the agenda and will not be heard tonight.   
 
2.  Vacancies still exist on the Redevelopment Commission, Pawtuxet River Authority, Sewer 
Assessment Board, Tax Assessment Board of Review, Coventry Land Trust and Coventry 
Housing Authority. 
 
3.  There will be a special meeting regarding a police training facility on December 16, 2009 at 
7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall Annex. 
 
 Councilman Shibley thanked DPW for their consistency in picking up yard waste in the 
Oak Haven area and for correcting the drainage situation on Old North Road.  

 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
1.   Renewal of victualling license for Indigo Realty, LLC dba Indigo Lounge and Pizzeria,  
      599 Tiogue Avenue  
 
2.   Resolution awarding contract to CGI Communications, Inc. for Community Video Showcase 

Program 
 

3.   Resolution awarding contract providing snow plow services for the Department of  
      Human Services at 50 Wood Street  
 
 Motion made by Laura Flanagan seconded by Ken Cloutier to approve consent agenda.   
All voted Aye. 

  
 

 LICENSES 
 
1.  Application for new victualling license for Mahal Inc., dba Veterans’ Market, 182 Arnold Road 
(new ownership)  
 
 Town Planner Paul Sprague stated that previous issues with signage have been 
resolved.  
 Motion made by Glen Shibley seconded by Frank Hyde to grant license.  All voted aye. 
 
2.  Application for new victualling license for Paddy McGoon, Inc., dba Main Street Diner, 
1532 Main Street  
 
 Town Planner, Paul Sprague, indicated that there is a problem due to a wall which 
encroaches on the town’s easement area.   Mr. Sprague is currently working with property 
owner Paul Olivieri and his attorney to try to remedy the problem.  Manager Hoover commented 
that Mr. Olivieri has agreed to provide the town with 30 feet, in the form of striping his parking 
lot.  However, Manager Hoover wants to see an official recording of a 30 foot easement. 
 
  With reference to a recent memo from the Police Department pertaining to a 
background check, Solicitor Rogers clarified that the council may review and consider this as 
part of their decision. 
 
 Motion made by Laura Flanagan seconded by Glen Shibley to table request for 
victualling license until there is a plan to resolve the easement issue.   All voted aye. 
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 RESOLUTIONS 
 
            Resolution appointing members to the Charter Review Commission  
 
            Motion made by Ken Cloutier seconded by Laura Flanagan to appoint Joel Johnson, 
Harold Trafford, Jr., Ann Dickson, Wayne Asselin, Robert Thibeault, Jr., James Sullivan, 
Gregory Laboissonniere, Joy Martin and William Wolfe, Jr. to the Charter  Review Commission; 
Town Manager Hoover is appointed liaison and ex-officio member.  All voted Aye.   
 
  Members were sworn into office by President Spear. 
 

     
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE (First Reading) 
 
            Amend Ordinance 5-07-257 adopted January 28, 2008 to prohibit year round 
camping in the Town of Coventry  
 
 President Spear has had concerns expressed to him with regard to allowing 
campgrounds to operate for a full twelve month period, rather than seasonally between 
April 15 and October 31.  The Council has placed this on the agenda for review, to explore both 
sides of the issue, and to consider an ordinance revision returning the ordinance back to what it 
was originally.  There is another area of concern which reflects year round residency for some 
people who are living there year round.  
 
 Manager Hoover explained that the proposed ordinance amendment essentially reverts 
the ordinance back to what it was prior to January 2008, whereby recreational trailers in 
campgrounds were only allowed to operate between April 15 and October 31.  Of the three 
campgrounds that we license, inspections were done and no zoning violations were found at 
any of the sites.  It was noted by the zoning officer that there appeared to be five to seven year-
round sites at Hickory Ridge and approximately six year-round sites at Colwell’s Campground.  
The Building Official and DPW superintendent have indicated no building violations at this time. 
 
            Councilman Hyde believes this ordinance amendment is a waste of time, especially if 
there are only a few people camping all year.  He suggested there could be hardship reasons,  
perhaps someone has lost their house and needs a place to stay.  There are bigger issues in 
town that need Council’s attention.   Campgrounds pay taxes year round, not for just eight 
months out of the year, they add no children to the school system, no town services are being 
rendered, can’t see why we are doing this. 
 
 Mr. Shibley sees no harm in reviewing the ordinance; if no problems exist, just leave it.   
If all is not well, then consider going back to how it was. 
       
 Manager Hoover checked with School Superintendent DiPietro, who said there are no  
children attending schools from either of those campgrounds.  Also,  campgrounds are 
inspected on a yearly basis.  We have not received any official complaints, just a general 
complaint about someone living there on a year round basis. 
 
 Stuart Colwell, Peckham Lane, explained that Colwell’s Campground has been in 
operation since 1954 and never allowed annual camping with children of school age.  Colwell’s 
maintains their own garbage removal and snow plowing.  There are seven annual sites and 
these help offset taxes.   People living there are experiencing hardships. There are five people 
there now, seven sites are available. 
 
 Mrs. Flanagan asked Mr. Colwell if the Council were to eliminate year round, permanent 
residency, if he would be amenable to exploring a compromise restricting the number of 
permanent residences.  Mr. Colwell responded that he would. 
 
 Ann Pomfret, 1677 Maple Valley Road, operator of Hickory Ridge Campground 
commented that Hickory Ridge has never had children attend school from the campground.   In 
1979 there was year-round camping and Hickory Ridge has continued to do year round 
camping.  In 30 years no one told us not to do it and we never needed a town license up until 
probably 2000, but we always had a state license.  Mrs. Flanagan remarked that there was an 
ordinance in 2008 restricting year round camping  Mrs. Pomfret agreed, stated that 20% is 
allowed, Hickory Ridge has 200  campsites, and only five are currently occupied.  We have our 
own rubbish removal and use very little town services.   
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 Mrs. Flanagan asked if there were violations of the ordinance between 2000 and 2008 
as to year round camping.  Manager Hoover stated that he is not aware of any and Mr. Sprague 
does not recall.  President Spear asked that it be researched. 
 
 Gary Pomfret, Field of Dreams, said currently we have people living there; one man in 
his 70’s, another is the caretaker, and two other people are there temporarily while building a 
house.   
 
 Mr. Hyde suggested that perhaps they may be grandfathered in after 30 years of year 
round camping.   President Spear indicated that we need to research and find out what was in 
place for 30 years. 
 
 Mrs. Flanagan made motion, seconded by Frank Hyde to table ordinance for further 
consideration.  Vote 4-1 (Mr. Spear votes No.) 
 
 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
           Rick Kalunian, 607 Blackrock Road, commented that he believes the Council should 
provide work sessions before writing ordinances.   
 
 Alicia Pomfret, Maple Valley Road, pointed out that Hickory Ridge puts no hardships on 
the town.  Tenement houses create more hardships on the town than the campground, where 
children are using the school system.  Hickory Ridge provides our own trash removal and like 
any other business, we are trying to make ends meet and pay our taxes.   With tourism the 
second leading industry in RI, there are people who come to Coventry to stay and spend 
money.  There are also short term people who stay while they are sent here to work on a 
project. 
 
 Ron Gizzarelli, 50 Harrington Road believes the ordinance needs more consideration.  
However, with this economy, it’s compassionate to let people live there if they are experiencing 
hardships.   
 
 Scott Guthrie, 31 Maplewood Drive, agrees ordinance should be tabled.  The Town is 
receiving a cash flow from this operation.  During these difficult times, you’re fighting for money 
here and there. 
 
 Justin Pomfret, 420  Victory Highway,  suggests this entire situation is a political issue 
aimed at him as former Town Council President and he offered his apologies to both Mr. Colwell 
and to his mother and family.  
 
 Motion made by Laura Flanagan seconded by Frank Hyde to adjourn meeting at  
8:25 p.m.  All voted aye. 
 
 
     ___________________________ 
                  Town Clerk 
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