
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
Coventry Town Hall Council Chambers 

1670 Flat River Road, Coventry, RI 
December 8, 2008 – 7:00 p.m. 

 
            Present:   Frank Hyde, Raymond Spear, Kenneth Cloutier, Glen Shibley, 
  Laura Flanagan  

 
Interim Town Manager Paul Sprague 
Town Solicitor Patrick Rogers 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Invocation by Reverend Baker 
Review of evacuation plan 
 

Motion made by Councilman Spear seconded by Councilwoman Flanagan to 
approve minutes of the November 24, 2008 Town Council meeting.  All voted Aye.  

 
Colonel DaSilva swore in Officer Matthew LeClair as patrolman on the Coventry 

Police Department 
 

 President’s Remarks 
 
 President Cloutier announced that he would begin Town Council meetings with 
remarks for the public, updates on projects, items of concern and comments.  Will also 
ask each councilmember for updates within their own districts.    
 
 One important issue is the changing of town solicitors.  Coventry has been 
exposed to serious legal issues and complex lawsuits including environmental damage.  
We can’t afford not to bring in a new firm.  We will restructure and put resources where it 
is most important. 
 
 Another important topic is the financing of sewer projects. The Town Council is 
the Sewer Commission.  The Sewer Subcommittee is an advisory committee to the 
Town Council.  Tonight, Councilman Raymond Spear will be appointed to the Sewer 
Subcommittee.  
 
 When we have Executive Session, Solicitor Rogers will explain the purpose.  
Several matters tonight concern Centre of New England and pending litigation.   There is 
also a matter of pending litigation regarding National Grid.  There will be no votes in 
executive session, purely advisory. 
 
 The last issue is the recent Planning Board appointment and we will be briefed 
on that this week also. 
 

 District 1, Raymond Spear 
 

Mr. Spear will be working with the Sewer Sub-Committee. He also plans to 
review the status of Picillo property in terms of readiness and availability to serve the 
community.   Councilman Spear is requesting a list from members of the Town Council 
noting the ten most significant tasks, issues, problems or concerns currently facing the 
town.   

 
 District 2, Laura Flanagan 

 
Mrs. Flanagan is checking into televising Town Council meetings and thinks it 

would be an easy way to bring meetings to folks who cannot attend.  PBS in RI would 
not charge to air meetings on their broadcast.  It would be handled through Cox 
Communications and Verizon.  Also checking into satellite dish television service.  
Perhaps there is a possibility that the Audio Visual Department at the high school would 
want to participate in that program. 

 
Also, there is a situation regarding the Colvintown Road gravel bank concerning 

blasting.  The Fire Marshall has issued the permit and appears to have the right to do so.  
If anyone would like to be a part of e-mail notification as far as when blasts will occur, 
please let me know and I will be happy to include you.  There have also been complaints 
regarding dust with regard to the new rock crusher and I will be looking into that.  

 



Councilwoman Flanagan is working to come up with an avenue for the Town 
Council to identify a permanent town manager.  Two options being considered are 
(1) a search committee made up of people in the community; (2) the possibility of 
identifying a professional search firm.   

 
 District 3, Frank Hyde 

  
Mr. Hyde remarked that he is not a big fan of televised council meetings.  Once 

the camera is rolling, meetings go on and on.  Don’t want to spend any more tax dollars 
than already has been allotted for the year.  Government has to be efficient and need to 
look into cost saving measures.   Additionally, the Council should plan a legislator’s 
meeting as soon as possible. 

 
 District 4, Glen Shibley 

 
Noted concerns in District 4 with speeding on Pilgrim and Princeton Avenues; 

potholes and noise. People on Wood Street want sidewalks.  There are some public 
safety issues and proprietors of a couple of establishments have been notified that the 
laws will be followed as far as underage drinking.   Fights and boisterous activities will 
not be tolerated and won’t happen in District 4.   Keeping Oak Haven School open is 
another concern. 
 
 We have to watch every penny we spend. Am proud to be part of this team and if 
you have any concerns, give me a call. 
 

 District 5, Ken Cloutier 
 

One issue is the Island Drive bridge.  The engineers feel that it will last the winter 
and we can deal with it in the spring. 
 

The second issue is the Hopkins Hill condo sewer assessments, which has been 
turned over to the town solicitors.  We will be briefed on that tonight in Executive Session 
and have a meeting scheduled this week with the hope of coming to a resolution of this 
issue. 
 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Gary Cote 
29 Pettine Street 
  
 Televising Town Council meetings can be intimidating, causes people to sit and 
keep their opinions to themselves, especially if they don’t agree with a popular opinion.   
 
Ed Streker 
5 Walker Lane 
 
Mr. Streker had three comments:   
1. The need for signs and crosswalks on Walker Lane.  
2. Questioned a 2007 resolution regarding veterans and exemptions.  
3. Salary being paid to Edwards, Angell Palmer and Dodge. 
 
      Solicitor Rogers – This year’s solicitor’s budget is about $175,000, not including 
other lawyers from other firms in RI who are billing the town on a monthly basis.  I think 
you’ll find about ten different lawyers rendering services.  You are probably spending 
about $275,000.  This council wants to be more cost efficient and keep things in-house 
by going with a single large firm, save money, bring better legal advice.   
 
Nicholas Cambio 
207 Quaker Lane 
West Warwick, RI 
 
 Mr. Cambio requested meeting with new solicitor. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Chuck Smith 
Weaver Hill Road 
 
 Supports televised meetings, would be easier for elderly and people who cannot 
attend meetings. 

    
 Lee Stitz 
 601 Gibson Hill Road 
 

Concerned with Michael Baird situation.   First it was supposed to be a tree farm. 
It’s obvious that it’s a gravel bank.  Been to court several times and now he says he 
plans to erect four prefab houses as rental units. We support a Christmas Tree farm, but 
not four rental units. 

 
 Robert Skaling 
 Lewis Farm Road 
 
  Ordinance violators should not be on Planning board. 
     
 Michael  Baird 
 2172 Plainfield Pike 
 

I have a building permit for one foundation.   When I put the foundation in, I made 
an error.  Also has a problem with the sewer line on Reservoir Road.  

 
 
 Cindy Fagan 
 770 Phillips Hill Road 
 

I do not appreciate having to sit on the Planning Commission with Michael Baird 
in view of these violations.  How can someone sit on the Planning Board and tell other 
developers what to do, when he doesn’t follow the rules himself. 

 
 
 Jim Steitz 
 Gibson Hill Road 
 
  If you go to Jacob Peabody’s office, there is a plan for four houses. 
 
 
 Richard Fazina 
 Shippee Plat Road 
 
  Objects to appointment of Michael Baird to Planning Board. 
 
 
 Bob DiPadua 
 62 Laurel  Avenue 
 

Would like to see letter of appreciation placed in personnel files of Louis Testa, 
Bob Bowen and Dennis Smith for the magnificent job on Laurel and Wesleyan Avenues. 

 
Councilman Spear suggested that Bob DiPadua write the letter to be placed in 

their files. 
     
 
 Tim Roberts 
 Island Drive 
 

Twenty two homes on Wood Cove Drive are having problems getting boats under the 
bridge on Island Drive. 
 
 Michael Baird 
 2172 Plainfield Pike 
 
 Commented that Paul Sprague is experienced, knowledgeable, has been an asset to 
Coventry for 19 years.  Would exceed your expectations as town manager. 



 
 Greg Laboissonniere 
 131 Colvintown Road 
 
 Agree with video taping and getting information out to the people.  Planning appointment 
issue should be addressed as soon as possible. 
 
 Introduction to Edwards Angell Palmer and Dodge 
 
 Patrick Rogers, Esq. gave introduction to Edwards Angell Palmer and Dodge, noting this 
firm represents many cities and town in Rhode Island, has been bond counsel for Coventry for a 
number of years and is a non-partisan law firm. Mr. Rogers will be the firm representative.  If 
there is an environmental issue in town, we have an environmental specialist, Richard Sherman, 
who spends all of his time practicing environmental law.  Would work the same with litigation 
matters.   
 

Our performance will be measured  through our  expertise in understanding the law and 
giving good advice; professionalism in bringing first rate legal advice and recommendations to 
the town; bringing a tone of civility into the discussions of the town; initiating cost savings and 
efficiencies within the town and also including the School Department.   
 
 I could charge you $1 an hour and give you terrible legal services.  Or I could charge you 
a lot more than that and give you good legal services.  The real thought is not the rate, but the 
result. We could save you a lot of money by doing nothing for the Town of Coventry.  Mr. 
Cambio mentions his frustration since 2001.   Sounds like someone hasn’t been particularly pro-
active in trying to solve Mr. Cambio’s problems.  I’m sure that the meter has been ticking for the 
past seven years without any results.  
 

We have a six month engagement with the Town of Coventry.  Coventry had three 
lawyers on the payroll and maybe seven other outside counsel that send bills periodically.  Fees 
range from $150.00 an hour to $375.00 a hour.  We are charging the town $75.00 less per hour 
than the town is presently paying for outside counsel and we will represent the town 
aggressively.   
 
Bob Guastini 
Perry Hill Road 
 

 Would like to see one law firm handle the town and school.  Something needs to be 
done to reduce costs. 
 

Mr. Cloutier – We will restructure the way the solicitors are used in the town and there 
will be one firm for the school department.  Will have more detail at the next meeting. 
 

Arthur Capaldi – I have represented the town in different capacities. You need to 
designate an attorney for zoning and planning; and who will come to Municipal Court? 
 

Atty. Rogers – Still in the process of identifying the most efficient thing to do.  Existing 
counsel will continue at least through the end of the year. 
 
George Caldow 
Lakeside Drive 
 
 Mr. Caldow – Urged Town Council to assign an attorney to attend Planning and Zoning 
meetings.  Land use issues can be complex. 
 

Wayne Asselin, 
 30 Lorraine Avenue  
 
Support change in the legal team.  Also need special legal team for  Centre of New 

England. 
 
 

Ronald Gizarelli 
50 Harrington Road 
 
Hope this Town Council looks closely at what’s going on in town, and works closely with 

the citizens groups. 
 



Nicholas Cambio – Wants to know when he can have a meeting with EAPD. 
 

Mr. Rogers – Early in the New Year. 
 

Mr. Hyde – What is left in the town solicitor’s budget line for the year? 
 

Mr. Sprague – About $70,000. 
  
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

   1. Resolution adopting budget calendar for fiscal year 2009-2010 
 

2. Resolution cancelling Town Council meeting on December 22, 2008 due to the                   
Christmas holiday 

 
3. Resolution appointing Councilman Raymond Spear to the Sewer Sub-Committee 

 
Councilwoman Flanagan made motion seconded by Mr. Hyde to remove Item #2, 

cancelling Town Council meeting on December 22, 2008, for discussion.   
 

Mrs. Flanagan believes that, based upon the recent appointment to the Planning Board, 
it would be inappropriate to cancel next meeting.  The public wants us to do what we can to 
resolve that issue.   I would move that the Council set a date prior to December 22 for the 
purpose of having a public hearing where Mr. Baird could air out these different issues that he 
tried to raise tonight.  

 
President Cloutier stated if that does happen, would schedule a separate meeting.  The 

regularly scheduled Town Council will be cancelled. 
 

 Solicitor Rogers – Has the motion been amended to substitute that or not? 
 
 Mrs. Flanagan – I would like to amend the motion to substitute a meeting on 
December 15 for the purpose of reviewing Mr. Baird’s appointment to the Planning Commission. 
 
 President Cloutier – I would suggest that we consult counsel after the meeting and if 
need be, a meeting can be scheduled. 
 
 Solicitor Rogers – The agenda is clear.  The item is really for the meeting on the 22nd to 
be cancelled.  If the council wants to host a special meeting, you have ample time between now 
and the 15th to set that down for a special meeting.   
 
 Motion made by Glen Shibley seconded by Frank Hyde to approve consent agenda.  
Four - Aye (Councilwoman Flanagan - No).  Motion passes 4-1. 

        
 

LICENSES 
 
Application by Michael S. Corey for new Second Hand license for “New 2 You”,  

22 Coventry Shoppers Park 
 
 Motion made by Ken Cloutier seconded by Laura Flanagan to approve license.  
 All voted Aye. 
 

Application by Donald Ferrucci, 280 Read Avenue, for new Private Detective license  
 
Motion made by Raymond Spear seconded by Laura Flanagan to approve license.  All 

voted Aye. 
 
Application by Kenneth Cunningham, 48 Maude Avenue, for new Private Detective 

license 
 
Application does not indicate if Mr. Cunningham will carry a pistol.  

Mr. Cunningham responded that eventually he plans to carry a pistol, but not at this time.    
Applicant will notify town and amend application if he begins to carry a pistol. 

 
 Motion made by Raymond Spear seconded by Glen Shibley to approve license.  All 
voted Aye. 



PUBLIC HEARINGS AND ENSUING ACTION 
 

1.  Amendment of Zoning Ordinance and Map, Assessor’s Plat 24, Lot 125 (The Woods 
at Red Brook) from Residential 20 to R-20 Planned Development (Continuance of Public 
Hearing granted on July 28, 2008 to be heard at the August 25, 2008 Town Council meeting; 
continuance granted on August 25, 2008 to the December  8, 2008 Town Council meeting) 
 

 
Attorney John Brunero was present and asked for continuance to January 26, 2009 

Town Council meeting. 
 

Motion made by Raymond Spear seconded by Laura Flanagan to continue to  
January 26, 2009.  All voted Aye. 

 
 

2. Class B liquor license transfer, with victualling, from CVE Restaurant (Lena’s Place)  
to Antonio’s Family Restaurant, Inc. 435 Washington Street 
 

Applicant Antonio Rebello was represented by Attorney Susan Pacheco. 
 

Motion made by Laura Flanagan seconded by Frank Hyde to open public hearing.  All 
voted Aye. 

 
No one spoke in favor of or in opposition to application. 

 
Motion made by Raymond Spear seconded by Frank Hyde to close public hearing.  All 

voted Aye. 
 

Motion made by Laura Flanagan seconded by Frank Hyde to approve license transfer 
subject to required documentation.  All voted Aye. 

 
******* 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

R.I.G.L. 42-46-5 (a) (2)  
 
1.  Interstate Options v Town of Coventry KC 02-303 
2.  DEM v Town of Coventry 05-346 ML 
3.  Commerce Park Associates 1 LLC v Town of Coventry 
 Sewer Assessment Board of Review et al CA 08-262 
 
 

Motion made by Raymond Spear seconded by Laura Flanagan to go into executive 
session.  Roll call vote – Frank Hyde, yes; Raymond Spear, yes; Ken Cloutier, yes;  
Glen Shibley, yes; Laura Flanagan, yes.  Motion passes. 

 
Motion made by Raymond Spear seconded by Laura Flanagan to come out of executive 

session. All voted Aye. 
 

Motion made by Raymond Spear seconded by Laura Flanagan to seal minutes of 
executive session.  All voted Aye. 

 
Motion made by Raymond Spear seconded by Laura Flanagan to adjourn Town Council 

meeting.  All voted Aye. 
 
 
 
 
    ______________________________ 
    Town Clerk 
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