
  Town Council Meeting 
December 15, 2014 

 
SPECIAL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING - 6:00 PM 

 
Present:   President Glen Shibley, Vice-President Karen Carlson, Councilman Kerry McGee, 
Councilman Gregory Laboissonniere, Councilwoman Tammy Duxbury, Town Manager Thomas 
Hoover, Asst. Town Solicitor William Bernstein   
 
A. Emergency Evacuation Plan 
 
B. Discussion and resulting action regarding amendments to the Power Purchase Agreement 

and Lease for the installation and operation of wind turbines at the Town owned Picillo Farm 
 
Manager Hoover advised that the purpose of this meeting is to amend the existing power 

purchase agreement for the purchase of electricity from Wind Energy Development at Picillo 
Farm in western Coventry. Of key importance is amending the original agreement, which calls 
for the town to purchase eight (8) megawatts of electricity. The Town only has a maximum need 
of 1.2 megawatts.  The school department was to be part of this agreement, but they have 
unfulfilled obligations from 2012 that have to be taken care of first. 
 

WED Coventry One has agreed to a reduction in the megawatts that will be used, 
however, they have asked for an easement for their electrical lines and utilities.  I have agreed 
to the easement, but in turn want to go 20 years out on our agreement and keep that through 
any options that we might strike, up to 40 years and in addition, to extend the initial agreement 
not to exceed 16.1 cents for 25 years.  You can only guess how much the price of electricity will 
be 25 years out, carrying this to a possible 40 years, and that is the essence of the agreement. 
 
 Atty. Bill Bernstein, special assistant town solicitor, is present and has been assigned by 
Solicitor Gorham to represent Coventry on this issue because Atty. Gorham has a conflict.  We 
are also joined this evening by WED Coventry President Mark Depasquale and his attorney, 
Seth Handy. 
 
 Attorney Bernstein explained that he is experienced in this field and was called on to 
review the amendment and the contract.  The town already has a signed legal contract from 
2012 which lays the groundwork for this project and the only way to change it is by way of 
amendment.  He brought attention to the requirement in the contract for the town to purchase 8 
megawatts of power and noted that certainly without the school department, the town cannot 
use that amount of power.  
 
 The amendment is important; if we didn’t amend the contract, the town would probably 
have to sell power back to the grid in some fashion and I am not even sure the town could do 
that, as I believe that we would have to be designated a non-regulated power producer.  We do 
not have that designation or the expertise to get it.  Even if we were qualified to sell it back, 
there is no guarantee of price and we could take a loss on that amount of power.   Therefore, it 
is essential for us to have a contract to purchase only the power necessary to power our 
buildings. 
 
 He referred to Exhibit A, a price table, which sets out the prices of power for all years, 
beginning at 11.5 cents and believes that we have very favorable pricing.  Manager Hoover has 
been able to lock this in and as long as there is renewable energy there will be renewable 
energy credits. Wind Energy is ready to go to their financiers and just waiting for the amended 
agreement to be approved.  
 
 Councilwoman Carlson asked about delivery and Mr. Depasquale said that it is 
scheduled for late July or early August.  We estimate the end of July with the turbines coming in 
from Germany to Quonset Point. We will get to the site off of Route 102 so as not to utilize  
Piggy Lane.  We have a conference call today with National Grid and are looking to finalize and 
wrap up with them. Because of the amended agreement regarding the 1.2 megawatts, he has 
been holding the contract back before submitting it and does not want to have to change the 
agreement once it is sent in.  He estimates that we will have power by the end of next year; 
Manager Hoover hopes by December 1, as the energy contract that he signed with Direct 
Energy is good until December 1. 
 
 Councilman McGee remarked that we should have had the power by now and we do 
not, so what is the guarantee we will have power by December?  Mr. DePasquale replied that 
they have purchased the turbines, are working on the site, are drilling borings.  The only thing 
we don’t control is the execution of the interconnection with National Grid.  We anticipate we will 
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probably spend $7 million on this project, but in the end it will result in rebuilding a lot of 
substation in Coventry, as much of the infrastructure is antiquated having been built in the 50’s 
and 60’s.   
 
 Attorney Handy added that there is a petition pending now regarding Coventry 1 and 
Coventry 2, and as a result of that we are trying to simplify the tariff .  We are also working on a 
settlement with National Grid regarding this project, and are working hard to get this under 
control so that National Grid gets a connection to you within a certain amount of time.  We are 
meeting on the 22nd with National Grid and it is pretty clear on the tariff that they have to hook 
up within 150 days.  We are clarifying the law that is in place already and it is being looked over 
by the House and Senate. 
 
 Attorney Bernstein advised that there have been a series of meetings and he is under 
the impression another meeting will be held in late summer to see where the developer is at and 
if the turbines have been delivered.  At that time we will ascertain what the timetable is. 
 
 Legislation is currently in draft form and being sponsored by John Carnevale and 
Senator DiPalma.  We are meeting with National Grid to just basically clarify, but it’s all set to 
go.  I think we have a lot of support at the state house, and in addition this will result in the 
creation of over 100 full time jobs.  Also, National Grid has given us two more contracts, which 
puts us on a path where they need to get us hooked up. 
 
 Councilman Laboissonniere asked if 1.2 megawatts is sufficient for the town’s needs and 
what happens if we need more in the future. Manager Hoover remarked that the agreement 
indicates that if we exceed our useage by more than 10% we have to give notification to adjust 
the necessary power as needed. I would love to see an agreement including the school 
department at some point.  
 
 Further discussion took place pertaining to how wattage comes off of the meters, where 
additional power would come from if the school joined (another turbine), where the unused 
power goes (to N. Grid), the possibility of having to use or rely on other turbines in the future, 
how a turbine is effectively dedicated to the town’s consumption, that the town can go over 1.2 
megawatts by 10% with no change in price.  Wind Energy explained that right now there is a 
“home” for the town’s1.2 million megawatts and you have to have that before you can be 
hooked up.  If the schools came in on this in the future, it would not be under this deal and it is a 
shame that they couldn’t do it now.  We are entering into a contract with National Grid and are 
splitting the turbine.  More discussion ensued on how useage gets split.   Manager Hoover 
advised that we will monitor useage very closely through the Department of Public Works and 
the town engineer.   
 
 Councilwoman Duxbury asked about easements and locations of transmission lines, 
what kinds of lines and cables they are.  Mr. DePasquale explained that most of their lines are 
underground and most of the overhead lines are owned by National Grid.  We are allowed to put 
underground lines in as they don’t have high voltage.   All you may notice are just some new 
poles.  In the case of default, or if the project doesn’t happen, Wind Energy is responsible for 
restoring the land back to its existing status.  Attorney Handy stated that they would be 
obligated to remove the turbine, foundation and restore the site to the way it is now, including 
replanting. 
 
 Councilman McGee was concerned about hazardous materials, as they are on a hazmat 
site.  The town doesn’t want to get stuck with any unexpected bills.  Mr. Depasquale replied that 
where they are going with this project is clean with no issues.  We have had it tested and we are 
in virgin areas.  You will be no more responsible than you are now, simply because you own it.  
We have already done a bunch of borings on the site, 30 inches deep, and have done soil 
testing. 
 
 Councilwoman Carlson asked about fencing around turbines; Mr. Depasquale said there 
would be no fencing as he feels that a fence is more of a hazard for kids trying to climb over and 
getting hurt.  
 
 With regard to Western Coventry Fire District, Warwick Special Hazards will be the 
department that will be first responders if there is a problem. Coventry will make routine visits 
during construction. We have been discussing training with RI Fire Academy, all of that is in 
process.  We have offered Western Coventry all the gear that they need, as you have to be 
certified to be in the turbine.  Training will take place in the spring.  Trainees need to get familiar 
with the climbing gear, however, Western Coventry will not be the ones climbing but will be able 
to get trained and be given the harnesses and rope, at no cost. 
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 Mr. DePasquale  pointed out the benefits to the town that result from this agreement, for 
example, in the case of a very cold winter, it would be very unlikely that Western Coventry will 
lose their power.  National Grid spends about $70 million a year on infrastructure and Western 
Coventry needs the upgraded infrastructure as this system should have been rebuilt years ago.  
This will result in a substantial change and upgrade to the infrastructure.  In addition, this is 
green power, you are reducing your carbon footprint.  This is all green power, renewable and at 
a great price. Another aspect is that it provides us with energy security as we very much over 
rely on natural gas.   
  
 President Shibley stated that this seems like a win/win situation.   
  
 A motion was made by Councilwoman Carlson seconded by Councilman Laboissonniere 
to approve the amendment and authorize the Town Manager to sign documents necessary to 
carry out the town becoming a party to the amendment.  All voted Aye. 
 
Public Comment 
 
 John Humble, 6189 Flat River Road, Chairman of Western Coventry Fire District Board, 
was pleased to hear about training and the equipment for WCFD.  We are going to have a 
number of turbines in our district and are curious to know about the status of installation of 
additional turbines and scheduling. 
   
 Mr. Depasquale advised that all turbines will be delivered simultaneously and erected.  
Beyond getting these up, there will be no more turbines for this project.  For the record, there 
will be ten, with eight on private property.  All lease agreements of property owners have been 
signed.   
 
 A motion was made by Councilman McGee seconded by Councilwoman Carlson to 
adjourn meeting.  All voted Aye. 
 
 
 
    ______________________________ 
     Town Clerk 
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