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Memorandum 
 
 
 

5/27/2016 
 
To:  Town Council 
 Department Heads 

Town Citizens 
 
From:  Graham Waters, Town Manager  
Re:  TM Report - Week of May 22 – May 27, 2016 
__________________________________________________ 
The following is a report of events and projects that have taken place over the past week. Some of them 
involved town staff collaboration; other items listed are updates to the Council on ongoing Town 
matters. Should Councilmembers or the citizens of Coventry have follow up inquiries regarding 
matters listed in this report, they may contact the Town Manager directly at gwaters@coventryri.org 
or by phone at (401) 821-9185. 
 

 At the Monday May 23, 2016 Town Council meeting, Kent County Water Authority (KCWA) 
Board member Ed Inman, gave an update of the “goings on” of the Authority. Member Inman 
also gave an overview and explanation of the rate increase, and then answered questions from 
the Council and public. 

 At the Monday May 23, 2016 Town Council meeting, Sewer Committee Chair Glen Skurka, gave 
a presentation on the future of the Town’s sewer system, and what the Town needs to do in 
moving forward and make the sewer system sustainable and well built.  

 Upon receiving a report by Mr. Inman of the KCWA, it was determined that the Town of 
Coventry has the highest number of rate payers in the water system, and therefore is potentially 
eligible for two members to serve on the board. The Town Manager sent out a letter on Friday 
5/27/2016 to Director Brown and Member Inman explaining to them that the Town would like 
to appoint its second member immediately. Attached to this report is a copy of that letter. 

 On May 25th, the Town Manager met with Director Leddy of the Coventry Housing Authority as 
an introductory meeting. Items discussed included operations, role and structure of the 
Authority, and how the Town and Authority can work together in the future. One of the long-
term goals of the Authority is to focus more on maintaining the facilities they have and keep 
them in good operating condition. 

 Due to a recent RI Supreme Court Case (Kingstown v. Wind Energy Development), the Town can 
no longer count on tax revenues from the development of the ten (10) wind turbines being 
located in Western Coventry. The Town Manager’s budget included these revenues in its 
projections for FY 2017. To help remedy the loss of recognized, and to keep the tax increase less 
than three percent (3%), the Town manager is proposing using additional previously unrealized 
car tax revenue to offset the wind turbine tax revenue loss. This one-for-one replacement will 
have no impact on the Town’s budget on either the revenue or expense side.  

 On Monday May 23rd, the Town’s Police and Municipal employee pension boards met with 
representatives of Wells Fargo Financial Management to review the latest quarterly returns on 
investment. The respective systems investments are healthy and have performed acceptably 
over the last quarter and year-to-date.  
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 The Town welcomed its two newest sworn police officers on Wednesday May 25th. The officers 
join the Town from the Rhode Island Police Academy and will help continue to fulfill the mission 
of the department and serve the residents of Coventry. Chief MacDonald has additional 
information on the new officers if there are any additional questions. 

 On Thursday May 26th, Rhode Island’s Governor Raimondo spoke at Coventry High School’s 
Knotty Oak Restaurant, about the new affiliation between Electric Boat and the High School’s 
vocational technology program. The event was well attended by representatives of the Town 
Council and Senior Town Staff. 

 
Department of Parks and Recreation 

 

 This week Parks and Recreation has concluded interviews for all summer camp positions and 
have obtained all of its necessary employees.   

 Orientation for all  summer staff to be held on June 10 at 3PM.  We are still seeking one more 
Lifeguard for beach.  We have reached out to various organizations and hope to fill that position 
next week. 

 On 5/21 nine of our Coventry residents participated in the Pitch,Hit and Run State Competition 
held at McCoy Stadium.  Jason L., pitching coordinator attended the event to represent Coventry 
Parks & Recreation. 

 On 6/2 we have scheduled basketball draft which will be held at the Community Center. 

 We are currently organizing a Skills & Drills Program for six and seven year olds.  This will take 
place at Hunter’s Crossing.  

 To date approximately 320 kids have signed up for Summer Camp.   
 

Department of Public Works 
 

 The Public Works Department continues with the Spring maintenance projects; storm drainage 
ditches cleaned, brush trimming, street sweeping, catch basin repair and pothole patching.  

 The final streets for the current asphalt paving contract will commence on Tuesday 5/31; 
Hammet Road North, Indian Trail, Prince Street, Lambert Street and a portion of Twin Brook 
Lane.  

 The Hammet Road Culvert Project was awarded at the Town Council Meeting, a pre-
construction meeting will take place by mid-June with work commencing the start of July. 

 
Town Library 
 

 Megan Weeden, Adult Services Librarian, presented at the Rhode Island Library Association’s 
Annual Conference on some of our very successful library programming. 

 Library departments are holding their spring departmental meetings. 

 We are finishing preparations for the Rotary Run for Reading 5K on Saturday, June 4th. 
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