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Memorandum 

 
 
 
 
 
07/09/2016 
 
To:  Town Council 
 Department Heads 

Town Citizens 
 
From:  Graham Waters, Town Manager  
Re:  TM Report - Week of July 3 – July 9, 2016 
__________________________________________________ 
The following is a report of events and projects that have taken place over the past week. Some of them involved town 
staff collaboration; other items listed are updates to the Council on ongoing Town matters. Should Councilmembers or 
the citizens of Coventry have follow up inquiries regarding matters listed in this report, they may contact the Town 
Manager directly at gwaters@coventryri.org or by phone at (401) 821-6400. 
 

 On Tuesday July 5th, the Town Manager convened the quarter Town Sewer Staff meeting, the recent legislation 
passed by Council and the expansion of the sewer system were discussed. Town staff and the Town’s sewer 
consultant were in attendance at the meeting.  

 Interviews were conducted for the Director of the Parks and Recreation Department. Several excellent 
candidates participated and second round interviews will take place shortly. An offer will then be made to a final 
candidate and the position will hopefully filled within the next few weeks.   
 

Department of Parks and Recreation 
 

 All of the fields are being fine-tuned for the Little League Tournament beginning this weekend (7/9/2016) 

 The summer camp locations continue will continue to be maintained daily for the campers. 

 Briar Point Beach is reopened ,as of July 7th, following a secondary set of water samples being taken that were 
negative. 

 Summer Camp started on Tuesday, July 5, 2016.  We had almost 500 children attended.  Various activities/trips 
planned for week with no issues to report.  The feedback we have received thus far is children are having a great 
time and the camp is very well organized. 

 Summer Basketball began on July 5, 2016 as did the Skills and Drills basketball program. 

 Unfortunately, due to low enrollment we had to cancel our children’s tennis program which was scheduled to 
begin this week. 

 On July 3, 2016 Nightlife Orchestra (14 piece band) performed at the Coventry Art Park and Coventry Lumber 
Music Pavilion.  Although the band received rave reviews, we did receive complaints about the location which 
included little shade and having to walk around the building to the bathrooms.  Some of the elderly residents 
explained the difficulty in having to walk.      

 
Department of Human Services 
  

 Bathroom renovations were completed last week.  Our maintenance person, Al Jordan will be completing the 
finishing touches such as installing mirrors.  Mr. Jordan installed the countertops in the bathrooms and he 
assisted Coventry public Work employees, Dino and Greg putting the fiberglass walls up. 
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 Our book keeper Jo-Marie Fabian continues to assist with Parks and Recreation bookkeeping duties.  

 

 Social Workers, Sue Pajak and Lynne Pendola have assisted in covering in Department of Human Services and 
Department of Parks and Recreation. 

 The link for the recently completed video project regarding the opioid epidemic sponsored by the Coventry 
Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force in conjunction with Coventry DHS and Senior Center, the Coventry 
Police Department, the Coventry School Department, and Anchor Recovery was sent to Elizabeth Kretchman, 
Associate Administrator, and Division of Behavioral Health. 

 The Caregivers Support Group met on Tuesday, July 5th. 

 On July 1st, seniors joined us for our Fourth of July celebration at the Senior Center which consisted of square 
dancing, a meal and our raffle.    
 

Department of Public Works 
 

 Crack filling of the roads has begun in the Wood Estates area. 

 The Asphalt Pavement project punch list has been completed. 

 Asphalt patching and asphalt berms have begun again in earnest. 

 Brush Cutting and Street Sweeping are continuing with Wood Estates scheduled next. 

 A portion of “No Name” Road in western Coventry, by Hopkins Hollow Road had the broken asphalt removed 
and asphalt millings installed. 

  
Police Department 
 

4th of July Fire: This week, a Meritorious Service Award Nomination was submitted for Officer Andrew Brodeur and 

Officer Bradley Hertzler.  On the 4th of July, both these officers actually observed the smoke from the fire as they were 

clearing a car stop on Route 3 near the post office. Officer Brodeur called in the observation and both officers began 

searching the area. While they were checking the area, the call came in over 911 for the fire. Once on scene, they were 

confronted with a fully involved trailer fire and both officers acted quickly to identify that they were searching for two 

residents.  They were able to drag an unconscious male victim over 30 feet away from the trailer's intense heat and smoke. 

Both officers were advised by neighbors that the male resident's bed ridden wife was still inside the trailer.  Then without 

regard for their personal safety, Officer Brodeur and Officer Hertzler attempted to enter the trailer, but were confronted 

with flames and smoke the door and front windows.  Unfortunately, they could not save a second life, but their 

observations, quick response and selfless actions helped mitigate an already tragic situation that may have resulted in a 

second life lost.  I am happy to report that the male who sustained life threatening injuries has now been moved to the 

trauma intensive care unit and has been upgraded fair condition.  Both our officers were transported by rescue to the 

hospital that evening and treated for smoke inhalation. It is with great pride that I accept this nomination for both officers 

to be considered for a meritorious service award.  I hope to get this reviewed soon by the commendation review board 

and brought before a future town council meeting for recognition. 

 

Job well done gentleman - your actions reflect great credit upon you, our profession and the Town of Coventry. 


