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Memorandum 

 
 
 
 
 
07/22/2016 
 
To:  Town Council 
 Department Heads 

Town Citizens 
 
From:  Graham Waters, Town Manager  
Re:  TM Report - Week of July 17– July 23, 2016 
__________________________________________________ 
The following is a report of events and projects that have taken place over the past week. Some of them involved town 
staff collaboration; other items listed are updates to the Council on ongoing Town matters. Should Councilmembers or 
the citizens of Coventry have follow up inquiries regarding matters listed in this report, they may contact the Town 
Manager directly at gwaters@coventryri.org or by phone at (401) 821-6400. 
 

 On Monday, July 18th, the Town Manager met with Council candidate Keith Taylor to provide updates on goals 
and projects in the Town. 

 On Monday, July 18th, the Town Manager met with Mr. Earl Mahar to discuss his role as the Town’s Weights and 
Measures Inspector, and to discuss the future of the position in the Town. 

 On Wednesday, July 20th, the Town Manager and Town Councilwoman Karen Carlson, attended an evening 
meeting with residents of Isle of Capri Road to discuss the demolition of 63 Isle of Capri, a house the Town 
bought with FEMA funding and is slated to be demolished. The residents expressed concerns about trespassing 
on the lot post demolition, as well as parking and other neighborhood issues. The Town has no plans for the 
property post demolition, but will take steps to inhibit trespassing on the property.  

 On Thursday, July 21st, the Town Manager, Public Works Director, and Council President meet with 
representatives of the Lake Tiogue Homeowners Association to discuss the recent closing of Briar Point Beach. 
The meeting was productive and involved the topic of how the Town will implement best practices for beach 
closings when water sampling shows high bacteria counts. The July 4th weekend closure of Briar Point Beach was 
the first such closing in Town history, so no procedures were ever implemented by Town personnel in the past.  

 On Thursday, July 21st, the Town Manager met with town resident and local developer, Mr. John Assalone to 
discuss private sewer lines owned by Mr. Assalone throughout his respective private developments. The 
meeting consisted of a driving tour of various manufactured home residential neighborhoods and discussion of 
his Reservoir Road sewer line, which the Town has been considering purchasing. 

 On Thursday, July 21, The Town Manager and Town Councilwoman Karen Carlson attended an evening meeting 
of the Gentry Farm Homeowners Association. The meeting was a meet and greet for the Town Manager, as well 
as discussion revolving around the private road maintained by the association. The Association is interested in 
what the probability of the Town taking over the road is, and what process is involved with such an idea. 
 

Police Department 
 

 Department Personnel and Human Services met with NCA – Northeast Collaborative Architects to discuss space 
needs. 

 Officers continue to conduct traffic enforcement on Maple Valley Road and Hopkins Hill Road. 

 The traffic box is currently deployed on Maple Valley Road in order to conduct a traffic study to determine the 
speeds of the vehicles traveling that road. 
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Department of Human Services (DHS) 
 

 DHS - Project Friends has been doing very well with their snacks and drinks effort for campers at Parks and 
Recreation. The campers and their parents appreciate the selection and low price. 

 DHS is preparing a “Storm-Ready Checklist” which will be placed in our newsletter in August. We will also 
distribute this flyer to the manufactured home residential neighborhoods via their tenant’s association 
community rooms if needed. 

 DHS received a $6500 grant from the Electric Boat Employees Community association for the food bank.  

 The Town’s Community Garden is doing well and Coventry Food Bank clients are enjoying the harvest. 
 

Department of Public Works 
 

 Received a $3,000 check from Senator Raptakis, from the Rhode Island Senate Grants, for the Mapleroot 
Cemetery fence project completion. 

 The road closure of Hammet Road is in place, and the Culvert Replacement Project is under way. 

 First notifications have been sent to the residents of Potter Road for the culvert replacement and the 
subsequent road CLOSURE STARTING THE WEEK OF AUGUST 1ST. The notice has been placed on the Town web 
site, Public Works Facebook page, Town of Foster, Coventry Police and Western Coventry Fire and an 
advertisement in the Reminder. Secondary notices will be sent to the residents next week. 

 Our seasonal maintenance is continuing; catch basin repairs, asphalt berms, street sweeping in Wood Estates 
will be complete on Friday 7/22, brush cutting throughout the Town and pothole repair 

 The crack filling project finished in Wood Estates and is currently in the Coventry Drive area 

 The Sanitation Department, Recycling Division, hosted another Backyard Compost Bin workshop on July 
20th and in excess of 40 compost bins were sold. 

  
Department of Finance 
  

 Attached is the Pre-audit fiscal year-end Financial Report: Please note that these figures are NOT FINAL and will 
change over the next two months as the Town’s audit is conducted. (Attachment 1) 

 
Department of Parks and Recreation 
 

 We met with leaders of the Little League, the extension of the Wood Street field continues, which include 
extending the length of the field by 20’ to accommodate the new Little League regulation for the 50/50 program 

 Our seasonal maintenance continues, field maintenance, Greenway, Town beach and Summer Camp locations 
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