
Process for Public Comment 

• After the applicant has finished his presentation the Board will vote to open the hearing for public 

comment.  Members of the public will raise their hands to be recognized by the Chair to come forward 

and speak. 

• Public comment will only be received at the podium after being recognized by the Chair.  It is never 

acceptable at any point during the hearing to shout comments, questions or opinions from the audience 

– such conduct may result in removal from the hearing at the discretion of the Chair.   

• Please begin your comments by stating your full name and address.  You will then be sworn in by the 

Chair.  Speak clearly and at a relaxed pace to insure your comments are accurately recorded by the 

stenographer. 

• It is strongly recommended that public comment focus on the 12 criteria listed in Section 432 of the 

Zoning Ordinance – the Board’s decision must base its decision on these criteria.  Comments that are 

irrelevant or immaterial to these criteria may be restricted by the Chair. 

• If you have professional expertise relevant to the hearing, then please feel free to describe your 

education, credentials, work history or experience and the specific area of expertise that you wish to 

speak on so the Board can determine whether you qualify to testify as an “expert.”  

• While everyone‘s comments are important and all will be given the opportunity to be heard, effective 

public comment requires that statements of opinion be backed-up by fact or evidence. 

• If you have written materials to support your comment you may submit them with your comments.  If 

you researched your comments but do not have written materials please identify the specific source of 

your research.  As your children have been told in school, “The Internet” is not a source. 

• If you want to be heard, but have nothing new to add, please feel free to introduce yourself and state 

your agreement with prior comments.  Lengthy, repeated comment on issues thoroughly addressed by 

previous speakers makes the night longer for everyone and could prevent someone with something 

new and important to add from being heard. 

• No one will be permitted to speak twice except at the sole discretion of the Chair. 

• Once the Board votes to close public comment no further questions or comment from the public will 

be entertained.  


