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June 18, 2018 

 

Honorable Glenford Shibley, Council President 
Honorable Gregory Laboissonniere, Council Vice-President 
Honorable Debra Bacon 
Honorable Karen M. Carlson 
Honorable Kerry L. McGee 
Town of Coventry – Town Hall 
1670 Flat River Road  
Coventry, RI 02816 
 
Dear Council Members: 
  

I write regarding the Town of Coventry’s recent financial town meeting to approve the budget and 
tax levy for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2019.  It appears the budgeted fiscal 2019 expenditures for both 
the Town and School Department were approved at the financial town meeting; however, the tax levy, 
appropriations to pay debt service, and the authorization to expend grant funding were not.   

 Given the unclear directive of the voters, I strongly recommend the Council act swiftly to take 
whatever action is necessary to ensure the Town’s tax levy and operating budgets for fiscal 2019 are duly 
authorized.  Arguments could be made regarding the need for the voters to specifically authorize general 
obligation debt service expenditures.  Additionally, authorization of a tax levy to support the approved level 
of fiscal year expenditures could be viewed as implied.  Nonetheless, the Town Council should seek to 
immediately schedule an additional financial town meeting to ensure voter authorization is obtained. 

 I would recommend that, for both ease and clarity, only one comprehensive question be put before 
the voters to approve or reject a fiscal 2019 budget proposal reflecting the tax levy and expenditures for the 
Town and School Department including debt service and grant related expenditures. 

 It is imperative that the current uncertainty regarding the Town’s fiscal 2019 operating budget be 
resolved to allow tax bills to be mailed expeditiously.   This would avoid any negative impact on the Town’s 
cash flow situation and its ability to meet payroll and other obligations. 

      Sincerely, 

 

 

      Dennis E. Hoyle, CPA 
      Auditor General 
 
 
Stephen Delaney, Interim Town Manager 
Nicholas Gorham, Town Solicitor 
Edward Warzycha, Interim Finance Director 
Mark Furculo, Director of Revenue   
Susanne Greschner, Chief – Division of Municipal Finance  
 


